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ILLINOIS ORNITHOLOGICAL SocrETY 

President's Message 
W hen Eric Walters began his drive to establish a new birding 

group to be called the lll i nois O rnithological Society back in the 
winter of t 991-92, he speculated that there were then some 240,000 
people in Il linois with some interest in birds. At the time a national 
survey estimated that there were more than 1.2 million birding 
e nthusiasts nationwide. A more recent estimate last year by the 
National Park S ervice clai med that birding i s  the most popular 
sport in America with 40 mi ll ion adherents compared with the 
sport in second place , golf whic h  12 mill i on play. There are a lot of 
us out there. 

Based on that estimate and the fact that neighboring but much 
less populous states, Minnesota a nd Wisconsin had state birding 
groups wi th memberships of over 1200 and 1400 respectively, Eric 
believed !OS had a potential membership of at least 1200 and set an 
initial goal of 700 members. Today we have just over 500 members. 

The question is why so few members? We know that there are 
more than 300 ABA members living in Il l inois  who are not 
m embers of !OS .  One migh t ask whether IOS i s  competing fo r  
members with o ther organi zations l i ke the Illi noi s  Audubon 
S ociety, the Chicago Ornithological Society, DuPage B i rd ing Club 
and Evanston North S hore B i rd Club, or  even groups l i ke B ird 
Conservation Network. B ut M i nnesota and Wisconsin are in a 
similar position. Mi nnesota Ornithologists Union web site l ists 
22 other bird c l u bs in-state and Wisconsin Society for Orni thol ogy 
lists 31. 

At 500 members IOS i s  well able to maintain i ts cu rrent level 
of activities. The Meadowlark wil l  continue to be publ i shed four 
times a year, as wi l l  Wings Over The Prairie, and we will  continue 
to have a field trip program, an Annual Meeting, and to be IORC's 
i nstitutional home. But IOS was conceived to do so much more. Our 
mission is to record Ill inois  bird l i fe and to promote the scientific , 
educational and recreational aspects of orni thology. The recording 
of Illinois bird I i fe part of our missi on is well served as is the 
promotion of the recreational aspects of ornithology. It i s  the 
scientific and educational parts of our mission that need work. 

Two things hold us back. The first is funding and the second is  
more people actively participating in our  activities. All i t  would 
take to solve the funding i ssue is for each of you to recruit one 
new member for JOS. Thi s  should not be difficult. We all know 
bi rders who are not TOS members. Just as soon as we p ublish the 
Membership Di rectory, which is p lanned for this year, it wi l l  be 
easy to check who is and who is not a member. l encourage each 
and every one of you to actively recruit your friends. At $25 a year, 
membersh ip is a bargain, if only to get the Meadowlark. 

As to more active participation, more on that later. 

Good hireling. 
Michael Hogg 



Letter from the Editor 

On approaching a rare bird 

A Burrowing Owl in Champaign County! If 

you hear that news and you 're anywhere near 

(or maybe far away from) central I l l inois, you 're 

out the door and in your car with binoculars, 
scope and possibly, a camera. 

The adrenal in pumping inside you might 

urge you to jump out of the car and get as close 
as you can to snap a picture of the bird to prove 
that you've seen it. 

As birders, we hopefully all know that's 

not the way to approach a bird. A cautious, slow, 
quiet approach is always best when trying to 

see a rare bird, or any bird for that matter. But 
sometimes we do get overzealous and forget 

that rule, which can have some unfortunate 
consequences. The aforementioned Burrowing 

Owl, for example, was spooked by an over

zealous birder. ft flew off and was never seen 

again. Yet a few other birders were able to get 

good photos of the owl without approaching 
it with too much vigor, without even getting out 

of the car. 

Now, for those of you who didn't get to 

see the owl and are experiencing a sense of 
indignation, where does that indignation come 

from? Are you upset because someone chased 

the bird away and then you couldn't add it to 
your l ist? Or are you upset because the bird 

might have suffered undue stress? I admit in my 

case it's a little bit of both. These situations 
serve to remind us how fragi le the birds we love 

to see really are, how they endure so many kinds 
of stresses in their lives. 

Yet, there's no sense admonishing someone 

else for something we may have done ourselves 
at one time in the heat of birding passion. We 're 

all human and make mistakes. Let's try to 
remain calm in the midst of a frenetic birding 
world so more can enjoy the experience, and 

perhaps the bird we seek feels just a bit more 
secure. 

And, hey, you can always read about it 

here in Meadowlark, in case you didn't see it. 
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In 200 1 ,  more than 40 million 
Americans over the age of 1 6  
watched birds around their homes 
and spent more than $2 bil l ion on 
birdseed (U. S .  Fish and Wildlife 
Service 2002) . As feeding birds has 
become more popular, the amount 
of scientific research on bird feed
ing has increased including studies 
on feeder and seed preferences of 
birds (Geis 1 980, Horn 1 995, Horn 
et al. 2002), and how weather influ
ences feeding activity (Leck 1 978).  
For example, Geis ( 1 980) found that 
two of the most attractive seeds to 
birds that use feeders in Maryland 
are black-oil sunflower and white 
proso mi llet. Leck (1978)  observed 
increased numbers of visits to a 
feeder during snowfall and tempera
tures below freezing. 

While seed preferences, and the 
influence of temperature on feeder 
activity, have been researched, few 
studies have examined how changes 
in winter temperature may influence 
food choice. Di fferent bird foods 
have different fat contents, and 
therefore, it might be expected that 
birds switch their diets during cold-

A Downy Woodpecker feeds on suet 

in Texico, Illinois, Jefferson County. 

Suet was a less popularfhod choice 

among birds in the authors' re

search. Photo by Bowie Hannah. 
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The effect of temperature 
on abundance and food 
choice of birds at feeders 
in northeastern Illinois 

by David Joseph Horn, Gared W Bell, Dezarae N Helm, 
Stacey E. Hoth, Danelle J Johnson, Eric V Kingsbwy, 

Jenn�fer A. Kraft, Jason A. Le�fheit, Theresa M. 
Mikalauskas, Jamie D. Stubis, Sara R. Sul(v, 

Danielle L. Swanson and Ra Vonda Turks 

er periods so as to better meet their 
increased energetic demands. Our 
study examined food preferences of 
birds using feeders in northeastern 
Illinois, the effects of temperature 
on abundances of birds at feeders, 
and whether temperature influences 
food choice. We predicted that food 
preferences of birds in I llinois 
would be similar to those found 
elsewhere, and that as temperature 
decreased, birds would be more 
abundant at feeders and switch to a 
food with a higher fat content. 
Results from this study can be used 
to make more informed decisions 
about the types of foods to provide 
for backyard birds, and how pre
ferred foods may change with vary
ing weather conditions. 

Methods 
The study was conducted at six 

houses in mostly suburban neigh
borhoods within the c ities of 
Downers Grove, Montgomery (2), 
Naperville, Rockford, and Wayne, in 
northeastern lllinois. At each house, 
four ground platform feeders were 
placed 3 m apart from one another 
in a straight line. We also attempted 
to place feeders at equal distances 
to trees and shrubs, but no closer 
than 3 m from the base of any tree 
or shrub. The platform feeders 
were made by Backyard Nature 
Products, and measured 0 .52 m long 
by 0 .52 m wide by 0.05 m tall. Each 

feeder was fil led with one of four 
different types of bird food: black
oil sunflower, white proso millet, 
whole peanuts, and peanut suet 
cakes. The foods selected are pre
ferred foods of birds that use feeders 
(Geis 1 980,  Horn et al .  2002) .  
Black-oil sunflower, white proso 
mi llet, and whole  peanuts were 
filled in the feeder so that they cov
ered the entire base of the feeder, 
and were several layers thick. A sin
gle peanut suet cake was placed in 
the feeder containing suet. Because 
feeder position influences bird 
abundance (Cowie and S imons 
1 99 1 ,  Dunn and Hussell 1 99 1  ) ,  the 
food type within each feeder was 
rotated in a systematic order (millet 
7 suet 7 sunflower 7 peanuts 7 
millet, etc.) after each week. Initial 
food type in each feeder was estab
lished randomly. 

Feeders were monitored from a 
window inside the house during an 
eight-week period from 2 1  January 
through 17 March 2002. Four 90-
rninute monitoring sessions took 
place at each house each week. With 
few exceptions, two of the weekly 
monitoring sessions began no earli
er than sunrise, and ended no later 
than three hours after sunrise 
(referred to as early-monitoring ses
sions). The remaining two weekly 
monitoring sessions took place any
time from three hours after sunrise 
to sunset (late-monitoring sessions). 

Meadowlark 



We samrled birds early and later 
in the day to account for possible 
vari ation in activity levels among 
species with time of day. An early 
and late monitoring session could 
take place 011 the sa111e Jay, but two 
consecutive early or late monitoring 
sessions on the same day were not 
permi tted. During each monitoring 
session, we recorded the maximum 
number of individual s of each 
species we could account for at each 
feeder or on the ground within I m 
of the feeder (e.g., if a B lack-capped 
Chickadee, was seen multiple times 
flying to and from a feeder fi lled 
with sunflower seed, it would be 
recorded as l chickadee unless the 
observer could simultaneously see 
> 1 chickadees in the surrounding 
area using the feeder. If a single 
chickadee was seen at a feeder and 
then left, and one hour later a single 
chickadee was seen at a feeder 
again, only one total chickadee 
would be recorded during the 
monitoring session (Horn 1 999) .  
Such a counting approach is  con
servative, and most likely resulted 
in undercounting the total number 
of individuals visiting a feeder. 
We also recorded the temperature 
before each monitoring session. If a 
mammal approached the feeders 
during the monitoring period it was 
chased away. We did not monitor the 
feeders for five minutes after chas
ing away the mammal, and five 
minutes was added on to the total 
monitoring time. 

To determine food preferences, 
we calculated 95% confidence 
intervals of the mean abundance 
of each species at each feeder per 
monitoring session. I f  confidence 
intervals between feeders with dif
ferent foods did not overlap, we 
considered birds to have a prefer
ence for one food over another. To 
determine i f  b ird abundance at 
feeders changed with temperature, 
we calculated 95% confidence 
intervals of the mean abundance at 
each feeder per monitoring session 
for the total number of individuals 
of all species combined, total mnn
ber of species, and abundances of 
individual species when the temper-
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aturc was··�() "C and>() 0C. If confi
dence intervals between feeders o f  
the same food type at <O ° C  and >() 
"C did not overlap, we considered 
temperature to influence bird abun
dance. Temperature was considered 
to influence food choice, if food 
preference changed from one tem
pera turc category to another, as 
indicated through non-overlapping 
confidence i ntervals (e.g. ,  if  Black
capped Chickadee abundance at the 
sunflower and peanut feeders was 
equal [as measured by confidence 
intervals] at >O °C, but greater at the 
peanut than sunflower feeder at <O 
°C, seed preference changed with 
temperature). Confidence intervals 
were calculated by taking the mean 
from all  monitoring sessions from 
all six residences combined (n=l 8 8 ;  
the total number o f  monitoring ses
sions shou ld  have been 1 92, how
ever, 4 monitoring sessions were 

Table 1: 

removed from analysis because they 
were considerably longer than 90 
minutes ) .  We used Microsoft Excel 
2000 to determ ine confidence inter
vals. Only the l 0 most common 
species were used in the analysis. 

Results 
We made 6,691 observations of 

22 species (Table 1 ). The ten most 
common species in decreasing order 
of abundance were E uropean 
Starl ing, House Sparrow, Mourning 
Dove, Dark-eyed Junco, Black
capped Chickadee, House Finch, 
Red-winged B lackbird, Ameri can 
Crow, B lue Jay, and Northern 
Cardinal (Table  2) .  

Northern Cardinal and House 
Finch preferred black-oi l  sunflower 
above all other food types, while 
Blue Jay preferred whole peanuts. 
Mourning Dove preferred black-oil 

Mean number of bi rds of each species observed per monitoring session at 
black-oi l sunflower, white proso mil let, whole peanut, and peanut suet feeders 
combined at six houses in northeastern Illinois during the winter of 2002. 
Species MeanA SEB 

Mourning Dove , Zenaida macroura 2.8 0.3 
Red-bel l ied Woodpecker, Melane1pes carolinus 0.1 0.0 
Downy Woodpecker, Picoides puhescens 0.2 0.0 
Northern Flicker, Colaptes auratlls 0.0 0.0 
Blue Jay, Cyanvcitta cristata 0.5 0. I 
American Crow, Corvus hrachyrhynchos 0.5 0.1 
Tufted Titmouse, Baeolvphus bicolor 0.1 0.0 
B lack-capped Chickadee, Poecile atricapi//a 1.0 0.1 
Reel-breasted Nuthatch, Sitra canadensis 0.0 0.0 
White-breasted Nuthatch, Silla camlinensis 0.1 0.0 
European Starling, Sturnus vulgaris 23.4 1 .8 
Northern Cardinal ,  Cardinalis cardinalis 0.4 0.1 
American Tree Sparrow, Spizella arhorea 0.0 0.0 
W hite-throated Sparrow, Zonotrichia alhico//is 0.1 0.1 
Dark-eyed Junco, Junco hyemalis 1 .4 0.2 
B rown-headed Cowbird, Molothru.1· ater 0.1 0. 1 

Red-winged Blackbird, AgeluillS phoeniceus 0.5 0.2 
Common Grackle, Quiscalus c111isc11la 0.3 0. 1 
Purple Finch, Carpvdacus pwpureus 0.1 0.0 
House Finch, Carpodacus mexicanus 0.8 0.2 
American Goldfinch, Curduelis tristis 0.1 (). () 
House Sparrow, Passer donzesticus 3.2 0.4 

An = 188 monitoring sessions. B Standard error. 
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sunflower and white proso millet. 
Dark-eyed Junco preferred sun
flower, mi l l et, and peanuts over 
peanut suet . European Starling 
showed a sequential food prefer
ence. Peanuts were the most pre
ferred food followed by suet, and 
finally sunflower and mil let. House 
Sparrow preferred sunflower and 
mi llet relative to peanuts, and 
peanuts relative to suet. The most 
favored foods of the American 
Crow were peanuts and suet, fol
lowed by sunflower, and finally 
millet. Black-capped Chickadee 
preferred black-oil sunflower and 
whole peanuts, followed by millet, 
and finally suet. Red-winged Black
bird had no seed preference. 

We found no differences in the 
total number of individuals of all 
species combined, total number of 
species, and abundances of individ
ual species when the temperature 
was <O °C compared with >O °C 
(and therefore, no table of confi
dence intervals is given) . Figure 1 is 
representative of the relationships 
found between temperature and bird 
abundance. We also found no differ
ences in food preference of all 
species combined, total number of 
species, and abundances of individ
ual species when the temperature 
was <O °C compared with >O 0C. 

Table 2: 

Discussion 
Numerous studies have found 

increased whole-organism basal and 
summit metabolic rates of small 
birds during the winter compared 
with other seasons (Dawson and 
O 'Connor 1 996, Liknes et al .  2002). 
B ecause of the increased energetic 
demands required to maintain ele
vated metabolic rates (Wi lliams and 
Tieleman 2000), we predicted that 
there would be greater activity at 
feeders during colder periods. 
However, we found no effect oftem
perature on abundance at feeders. 
We also predicted that birds would 
switch to foods with higher fat con
tents during colder periods, but we 
found no effect of  temperature on 
food choice. One reason for our 
results may be that the winter of 
200 1 -2002 was one of the warmest 
on record and had few days with 
snow cover. Perhaps birds had built 
up ample winter fat stores prior to 
cold spel ls (Dawson and O 'Connor 
1 996), and thus, did not have to 
increase feeding visits. 

In our study, six species pre
ferred b lack-oi l sunflower, five 
species preferred whole peanuts, 
three species preferred white proso 
millet, and one species preferred 
peanut suet. Thus, when providing 
seed on the ground, a mixture con-

taining sunflower, peanuts, and mil
let may attract the greatest diversity 
of birds. The food preferences we 
observed are similar to those report
ed by Geis ( 1 980) in Maryland, 
Horn et al. (2002) in Iowa, and 
Dunn and Tessaglia-Hymes ( 1 999) 
in a summary of data from Project 
Feeder Watch, a continent-wide 
feeder survey. For eight species, 
food preferences in our study were 
considered favorite feeder foods in 
the study by Dunn and Tessaglia
Hymes (where a favorite feeder 
food was selected on> 1 /3 of feeder 
visits). U nlike our study, however, 
Dunn and Tessaglia-Hymes found 
suet to be an infrequent food choice 
by crows, and whole peanuts and 
black-oil sunflower to be infrequent 
choices of juncos (although, Horn et 
al. [2002] found a higher occurrence 
of juncos at houses with sunflower 
seed than those without). Easy 
access to suet may be one reason 
why it was the preferred food by 
crows. 

One surprising result was the 
small nwnber of species that pre
ferred suet. Horn et al . (2002) found 
1 2  of 22 species, including Black
capped Chickadee, European 
Starling, and House Sparrow, more 
likely to occur at houses where suet 
was offered. One reason why suet 

Mean and 95% confidence intervals of the 10 most common bird species observed per monitoring session at feeders 
containing black-oil sunflower, white proso millet, w hole peanuts, and peanut suet at six houses in northeastern lllinois 
during the winter of 2002. 

Black-oil sunflower White p roso millet Whole peanuts Peanut suet 

Species UCLA Mean LCLB UCL Mean LCL UCL Mean LCL UCL Mean 

Mourning Dove 1 .2 l .O*C 0.7 2.0 1 .6* 1.2 0.3 0.2 0 . 1  0.2 0. 1 

Blue Jay 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.4* 0.3 0.0 0.0 

American C row 0.1 0 .1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.2* 0. 1 0.3 0.3* 

Black-capped Chickadee 0.7 0.5* 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.0 0 .4 0 .3* 0.2 0. 1 0. 1 

European Starling 1 .4 1 .0 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.2 2 1 .5 1 8 .7* 15.9 4.5 3.4 
Northern Cardinal 0.4 0.3* 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 . 1  0 . 1  0.0 0.0 0.0 

Dark-eyed Junco 0.6 0.5* 0.3 0.7 0.5* 0.3 0.4 0.3* 0.2 0.2 0. 1 

Red-winged Blackbird 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.7 0.4 0.0 0. 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

House Finch 0.9 0.7* 0.4 0 . 1  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0. 1 0.1 

House S12arrow 1 .9 1 .5* l .  l 2. 1 1 .6* 1 . 1 0.2 0. 1 0 . 1  0.0 0.0 

A 95% upper confidence limit; n = 1 88 monitoring sessions. B 95% lower confidence limit. 
C * indicates preferred food(s). 

LCL 

0.0 

0.0 

0.2 

0.0 

2.3 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 
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A pair of Northern Cardinals, u 
Blad-cupped Chiclwdce, and a 

fJmvny Woodpecker use u Ji:eder in 

Texico, Illinois, .!e(/cr.1·on County. 

Northern Cardinal and Bluck

cupped Chickadee were anwng 

the I I! most common hird.1· seen 

at feeders during the authors' 

research. Photo hy Bowie Hannah. 

may have been less popular in our 
study was the means in which it was 
provided to birds. Generally, suet is 
provided in a suet feeder around a 
tree as opposed to a platform feeder 
on the ground. Moreover, wood
peckers, a group of birds with a high 
affinity for suet (Horn 1 999), were 
not common in our study. 

Results from this study can be 
used to make more informed deci
sions about the food types to pro-

Figure 1: 

vide birds during the winter. The 
most common species in our study 
preferred black-oil sunflower and 
whole peanuts followed by millet, 
and then suet. Future studies should 
examine how temperature influ-

ences abundance of birds and thei r  
food choice during prolonged cold 
spells, and long periods with snow 
cover. In addition, studies should 
compare food consumption and 
choice in each of the four seasons. 

Scatter plot of the total number of individuals of all bird species combined observed each monitoring 

session at sunflower feeders with temperature at six houses in northeastern I l l inois during the winter of 2002 . 

25 

20 ' 
I • 15 • • 
I • • I • 10 l • • • • • • • • • •  5 • • •  • • • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • • • • - ! • 0 

• • • • • • . � 10 

Volume 12, Number 4 

• 

• • 
• • 

• • • 
• • • 

• 

• • • • • • •  
• ! • •  

• • • 
IS• • • 20 25 

• •  • 
• 

• 

30 35 

TOTAL NUMBER OF BIRDS AT SUNFLOWER FEEDER 

• 

40 45 50 

125 



Acknowledgments 

G. Dodici, L. Murray, and an 
anonymous referee reviewed earlier 
drafts of thi s  manuscript. Funding 
for this project was provided by 
Wi l d  Bird Centers of America, Inc. , 
and Aurora University's College of 
Arts, Sciences, and B usiness, and 
Division of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics. 

Literature Cited 

Cowie, R. J. and J. R. Simons. 
1 99 1 .  Factors affecting the use of 
feeders by garden birds: 1. The posi
tioning of feeders with respect to 
cover and housing. B i rd Study 
3 8 : 1 45- 1 50. 

Dawson, W. R. and T. P. O'Con
nor. 1 996.  Energetic features of 
avian thermoregulatory responses, 
p. 85- 1 24.  In C. Carey (ed.), Avian 
energetics and nutritional ecology. 
Chapman & Hall, New York. 

Dunn, E. H. and J. A .  T. Hus
sell. 1 99 1 .  Goldfinch preferences 
for bird feeder location. Journal of 
Field Ornithology 62 :256-259. 

Dunn, E. H .  and D. L. Tessaglia
Hymes. 1 999. B irds at your feeder: 
a guide to feeding habits, behavior, 
distribution, and abundance. W. W. 
Norton & Company, New York, 
New York. 

Gei s ,  A. D. 1 980 .  Relative 
attractiveness of different foods at 
wild bird feeders. U.S. Fish and 
Wi ldl ife Service Special Scientific 
Report No. 233. Department of the 
fnterior, Washington , D.C. 

Horn, D. J. 1 995 .  Perching ori
entation affects number of feeding 
attempts and seed consumption by 
the American Goldfinch (Carduelis 
trist is) .  Ohio Journal of Science 
95:292-293.  

Horn, D. J. 1 999. The species 
richness of birds visiting a yard is 
influenced by the feeders/seeds 
present. Journal of the lowa 
Academy of Science 1 06 :2 1 -25. 

H orn, D. J. , S. E .  Fairbairn and 
R. J. Hollis. 2002. Factors influenc
ing the occurrence of birds that use 
feeders in Iowa. Journal of the Iowa 
Academy of Science l 09 : 8- 1 8 . 

Leck, C. F. 1978 .  Temperature 
and snowfall effects on feeding sta
tion activity. Bird-Banding 49:283-
284. 

Liknes, E . T. ,  S. M. Scott, and D. 
L. Swanson. 2002. Seasonal accli
matization in the American Gold
finch revisited: to what extent do 
metabolic rates vary seasonally? 
Condor 1 04:548-557 .  

U.S. Fish and Wi l dl ife Ser
vice. 2002. 200 1 National survey 
of fishing, hunting, and wildlife
associated recreation - N ational 
Overview. 2 1  pp. 

Wi l liams, J .  B. and B. I. 
Tieleman . 2000. Flexibility in basal 
metabolic rate and evaporative 
water loss among Hoopoe Larks 
exposed to different environmental 
temperatures. Journal of Experi
mental B iology 203: 3 1 53-3 1 59. 

David Joseph Horn et al. 
Division 11/ Natural Sciences 

and Mathematics 
Aurora University 

A urora, Illinois 60506 

Laughing Gull 
Montrose Harbm; Chicago, 

Cook Count)!. 19 April 2003. 

Photo by Eric T11alters. 

See Field Notes page 150.fiJr additional sightings. 

Glaucous Gull 
Evanston, Cook County. 2Y March 2003. 

Photo hy Eric Walters. 

See Field Notes page 150 jiJr additional sightings. 
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Editor's Note: We last left Ke!Zv on 
Christmas Day 2002 adding Monk 
Parakeets to his life hird list while 
on the Chicugo lakefiw1t, Illinois 
CBC Kelly continues his journeys 
in Andalusia helow tr)'ing to break 
the recordjiJr nwst CBCs ever done 
by a person in a single season. 

December 26 - The Andalusia, 
Jl l inois-lowa CBC was the fifth 
count I compi led during the 
2002/2003 CBC marathon. At 4: 1 5  
a.rn., l drove to my count territory 
of upland forest, agricultural land, 
smal l floodplain, and riverine habi
tat, on one of the coldest days of the 
count period. After nine consecutive 
CBCs with substantial winds, we 
finally enjoyed weak winds and sea
sonably mild temperatures. I had a 
very good day, recording 6 I species. 
Highl ights for the day included a sin
gle Trumpeter Swan, I Long-eared 
Owl, Loggerhead and Northern 
Shrikes, 1 Hermit Thrush, 36 White
throated Sparrows, 5 White-crowned 
Sparrows, and 4 Eurasian Tree 
Sparrows. 

December 27 - At 3: 1 5  a .m.,  I 
was on my way to meet Steve Hager, 
who helped me with the Western 
Mercer County, T l l inoi s-Towa CBC, 
the sixth count for which I was a 
compiler. My territory in this circle is 
extremely habitat- rich. Tt contains 
substantial amounts of upland and 
bottomland forest, as well as a large 
stretch of the Mississippi River. 
Much amount of wetland habitat and 
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A Christmas Bird (�our1t 

marathon: part 2 

by Kef�v J Mcl\.ay 

"UNFOR TUNATELY, WITHIN MAN Y OF THE COUNT CIRCLES IN 

WHICH I HAVE PARTICIPATED OVER THE Y EARS, THE COMMON 

THEME IS A CONSTANT A ND CONTINUING LOSS OF NATURA L  

HABITAT TO HUMAN DEVELOPMENT - A VERY SAD STATE OF 

AFFAIRS FOR THOSE OF US WHO CARE ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT" 

smaller areas of grassland are also 
present. Like virtually al l CBCs in 
the M idwest, this count also bad a 
significant agricultural component. 
For the second day in a row, the 
weather cooperated with seasonable 
temperatures and l ight wind. 
Although waterfowl were extremely 
scarce today, we were still able to 
identify 56 species. Among the more 
interesting finds were 1 1 5 Bald 
Eagles, 7 Wilson's Snipe, 2 Long
eared Owls, 6 Carolina Wrens, l 
Hermit Thrush, and 1 05 Cedar 
Waxwings as well as Song ( 44), 
Swamp (4 1 ) , Eurasian Tree- (25), 
and H arris 's ( l )  Sparrows and 6 
Rusty Blackbirds. 

December 28 - After only four 
hours of sleep, l left at 3 : 30  a.m to 
drive 2 .5  hours to meet Weir Nelson's 
field party for the North Linn, Towa 
CBC. Once again, we had a favorable 
weather forecast. This rural territory 
is characterized by large areas of 
agricultural land with relatively 
small scattered woodlots. Consid
ering the fact that this CBC lacks a 
major water body and therefore has 
low waterfowl diversity, we were still 
able to identify 45 species. The only 
notable species were Long-cared 
Owl, Carolina and Winter Wrens, 
and White-throated Sparrow. 

December 29 - After five hours 
of sleep, T headed back to the south 
suburbs of Chicago at 3 :  1 5  a.m. for a 
three-hour drive and my 1 5th CBC of 
the season in Thorn Creek, l ll inois.  
The end of this count marked the 

Kelly.! McKay 

three-fourths completion point for 
this mentally and physically grueling 
endeavor. Although the weather was 
very cooperative, with unusually 
mild temperatures and a l ight wind, 
my results from this count were dis
mal (33 species). For the second time 
this year, my group failed to observe 
at least 40 species. The territory I 
covered at Thorn Creek was com
pletely devoid of all habitat types 
except open agricultural land. In an 
alarming trend, these open agricul
tural fields are even di sappearing 
here, being replaced by massive 
suburban subdivisions, which have 
virtually no vegetation and are large
ly paved. Unfortunately, within many 
of the count circles in which T have 
participated over the years, the com
mon theme is a constant and con
tinuing loss of natural habitat to 
human development - a very sad 
state of affairs for those of us who 
care about the environment. The only 
highl ights here were a single Hermit 
Thrush, 4 Lapland Longspurs, and 4 
Snow Buntings. 

During my drive home, l was 
thoroughly exhausted and looking 
forward to having the next day off. In 
fact, the knowledge J would have a 
day off may have been my saving 
grace as I wondered whether those 
who questioned my mental stabi l ity 
for thinking T could complete this 
CBC adventure, were right. 

December 30 - After I 0 hours 
of sleep, l was rested and eager to 
continue the CBC marathon. I left 
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home at 1 0:30 p.m. for a 7.5-hour 
drive to extreme southern I l l inois for 
the next two days of CB Cs. The first 
was the Mermet Lake, I l l inois
Kentucky CBC. The weather forecast 
for the next two days in southern 
I l l inois called for periodic heavy 
rains. Go figure. Two hours north of 
Mermet Lake, 1 begin to encounter 
heavy rain squalls and high winds. 
As predicted, this entire count was 
conducted during intermittent tor
rential rains (2-3 inches) along with 
occasional gusty winds. The temper
atures however remained mild, which 
was nice, since I spent the whole day 
drenched. Pepsi and Vivarin were 
again on my menu for the day. The 
habitat in my territory consisted of 
scattered woodlots and considerable 
amounts of agriculture; however, I 
also had the bottomlands of Mer
met Lake, as well as a stretch of the 
Ohio River. Once again, a fairly good 
diversity of waterfowl resulted in a 
rather successful day given the con
ditions (66 species) . N oteworthy 
birds included 5 Canvasbacks, 1 Red
shouldered Hawk, 1 Thayer's Gull, 
1 0  Carolina and 4 Winter Wrens, 3 
Hermit Thrushes, 65 Field Sparrows, 
and 36 Eastern Meadowlarks. Ad
ditionally, we had some southern 
Illinois specialties like the Eastern 
Phoebe, Carolina Chickadee, Brown 
Thrasher, Northern Mockingbird, 
and Eastern Towhee. After the group 
compilation at Frank Bennett's 
house, I left Mermet Lake at 7 p.111. 
and drove 1 . 5 hours north to 
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Carbondale, l l l inois, where we would 
meet the following morning for the 
next count. By 10 p .m.  I was sound 
asleep in my hotel room. Do I know 
how to celebrate New Year's Eve, or 
what? Like I said, I really need to 
get a life! 

January 1 - New Year's Day. 
4: l 5 a.m . .  I joined Vicki Lang's field 
party for the Jackson County, Illinois 
CBC. There was very little wind, but 
precipitation was again predicted. 
While wandering through bottom
land forest, wetlands, old fields, and 
agricultural land, we had a dry and 
successful day, recording a total of 
60 species. The most notable birds 
included 1 78 Greater White-fronted 
Geese, l 2 Red-shouldered Hawks, 
306 Red-headed Woodpeckers, I 9 
Pileated Woodpeckers, 40 Carolina 
Wrens, 69 Golden-crowned King
lets, 1 24 Swamp and 254 White
throated Sparrows, and 1 3 ,500 
blackbird species. 

Following the group compilation 
in Carbondale, J began the six-hour 
drive back to the Quad Cities at 8 
p.m. The two-day trip to southern 
l llinois and the long drive home 
sapped my energy, and thoroughly 
convinced me that I was indeed 
"out of my mind" when I decided 
to attempt this extensive CBC mar
athon. However, I was only three 
CBCs away from successful comple
tion of the marathon. l could almost 
taste it! And that's what kept me 
going. T had no count scheduled for 
January 2. Then J was to complete 

the odyssey by conducting three 
consecutive counts to end the 2002-
2003 CBC count period. 

January 3 - After catching up 
on sleep, 1 began the four-hour drive 
north at 3 a.m. to join Fred Lesher's 
field party for the Yel low River, 
Iowa-Wisconsin CBC. This circle is 
in the heart of the driftless or 
unglaciated area. As a consequence, 
our territory was habitat-rich with 
substantial upland forest including 
steep bluffs covered with dense cedar 
stands. We also had a fairly large 
amount of open agricultural fields, 
and somewhat limited access to the 
Mississippi River and its floodplain. 
The weather was absolutely perfect 
for a CBC - mild temperatures, light 
wind, and clear. However, avian 
diversity is typically low during the 
winter this far north As expected, 
even with optimum weather condi
tions, our field party only observed 
43 species, the most notable being l 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2 Winter 
Wrens, 6 Golden-crowned Kinglets, 
4 Yellow-rumped Warblers, a single 
Hermit Thrush, and 15 Swamp and 2 
White-throated Sparrows. I arrived 
home at 11 p.m., thoroughly exhaust
ed. The next count was six hours 
away in east-central Illinois. 

January 4 - After a mere two 
hours of sleep, I began the four-hour 
drive to the Middle Fork River 
Val ley, Illinois CBC at 3 a.m. For 
some reason (lack of sleep? lack of 
mental stability?) I found this to be 
one of the most difficult, and even 
most painful drives of the entire 
marathon. After three long weeks of 
nearly constant CBCs and very little 
sleep, my fatigue was overwhelm
ing. Mike Ward and I birded a 
portion of the Middle Fork State Fish 
and Wildlife Area, which included 
forest, old fields, and cedar stands. 
As with all the other CBCs, a sub
stantial amount of agricultural land 
was also present. Additionally, we 
covered Lake Vermilion, the only 
major body of water in the circle. 

Thayer '.s· Gull photo taken in 

December 2003 at Montrose 

Harbm; Chicago, by Kanae 

Hirabayashi. 
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M y  grouri had a good day, record
ing 50 species. Noteworthy finds 
included a single P ied-bil led Grebe, 
I Snow Cloosc, I Winter Wren, S 
Carol ina  Wrens, and I 1 Whitc
throatecl Sparrows. During this CBC, 
the weather was seasonably cold and 
we had a moderately strong wind to 
contend with all day. But the weather 
became a real difficulty during the 
drive home. Near both Peoria and 
Clalesburg, I encountered sleet, snow, 
and freezing rain. The interstate was 
so slippery, l could not drive more 
than 25 mph from Galesburg to the 
Quad Cities. The drive home lasted 
six hours! 

January 5 - This day marked 
the end of the CBC count period and 
my 20th count of the year (Van 
Pctten, Illinois CBC). This was my 
second "state-only" count of the year, 
and the seventh CBC I compiled. 
Steve Hager and Brad Cosentino 
joined me in my final episode of 
my 2002-2003 CBC marathon. At 
3 : 1 5  a.m., we began the nearly two
hour drive to our territory of almost 
exclusively open agricultural fields. 
The exception is the woodlands and 
old fields of the Green River Wildlife 
Management Area. The weather was 
very damp and dreary, but we had 
little wind. Overall, with waterfowl 
being fairly scarce, we were only able 
to record 45 species. 

But it was on this, the last CBC I 
would do this season, that we got 
what l think was perhaps the best 
bird of the entire CBC season. 
Shortly after dawn, we stopped along 
the Green River. As soon as we 
stepped out of the car, we flushed a 
shorebird from a small mudflat with
in the river. As it flew downstream, 
it gave several sharp distinctive two
note calls. A Solitary Sandpiper! The 
other interesting species identified 
during thi s  count were Greater 
White-fronted Goose, Northern Gos
hawk, Thayer's Gul l ,  Long-eared and 
Northern Saw-whet Owls, Hermit 
Thrush, and Northern Shrike. 

As darkness fell and the count 
ended, the approaching night was 
deathly still with not a breath of air 
moving. As we scanned the dark
ening grassland at the Green River 
State Wildlife Area, trying to locate 
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Northern Shrike photo by Kanae 

Hirabayashi. 

a Short-eared Owl, I reflected on the 
incredible and amazing adventure 
which 1 had just endured. Some of 
my fondest memories of this CBC 
odyssey, other than the birds them-

Table 1 :  

selves, wi ll b e  the fri endship and 
comradeship shared with all of the 
dedicated birders I met and worked 
with along the way. These folks cer
tainly made this an enjoyable experi
ence for me, and I thank them al I. 

As far as r could find at the 
beginning of this CBC season, 1 6  
NAS counts was the most that had 
ever been conducted by one person in 
a single season. If this is  true, then 
my 1 8  NAS counts and 20 total 
would represent a new all-time 
record During this marathon, the 
number of species identified by my 
field parties ranged from a low of 3 1  
to a high of77 and averaged 52.4 per 
count (53 . 1 per NAS count). The 
total number of birds recorded 
ranged from 909 to 1 9,65 3 .  Overall, 
my groups observed 1 1 S total 
species and 101 ,066 individual birds 
throughout the 20 CBCs ( 1 1 3  species 
and 97, 1 1 9 individuals on the 1 8  
NAS counts) See Tables 1 and 2. The 

2002/2003 CBC results from field parties in which Kelly J. McKay 
participated 

Count Date # Species # Individuals 

Cedar Rapids 1 2- 1 4-02 53  909 

Davenport 1 2- 1 5 -02 60 1 1 ,59 1 

Green Island 1 2 - 1 6-02 5 1  2 ,449 

Lost Nation * 1 2- 1 7-02 47 1 ,437 

Clinton-Savanna 1 2- 1 8-02 53 2 ,874 

Horseshoe Lake 1 2- 1 9-02 66 5 ,676 

Union County 1 2-20-02 77 1 5 ,727 

Lake Chautauqua 1 2-2 1-02 6 1  8 ,634 

Muscatine 12 -22-02 46 3 ,4 1 8  

Princeton-Camanche 1 2-23-02 44 1 ,909 

Chicago Lakefront 1 2-25-02 3 1  2,973 

Andalusia 1 2-26-02 6 1  4,522 

Western Mercer County 1 2-27-02 56 2,28 1 

North Linn 1 2-28-02 45 1,63 1 

Thorn Creek 1 2-29-02 33 3 , 1 26 

Mermet Lake 1 2-3 1 -02 66 5 ,873 

Jackson County 0 1 -0 1 -03 60 19,653 

Yellow River 0 1 -03-03 43 1 ,839 

Middle Fork 0 1 -04-03 so 2,034 

Van Petten * 0 1 -05-03 45 2,5 1 0  

TOTAL 20 CBCs 1 1 5  1 01 ,066 

TOTAL 1 8  NAS CBCs 1 1 3 97, 1 1 9  

* = State Counts only. Data was not submitted to the National Audubon Society. 
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Table 2. Cumulative species identified and frequency Total # # NAS 

of occurrence during the 2002-2003 CBC marathon Species * Counts (%) Counts (%) 

undertaken by Kelly J. McKay Red-bellied Woodpecker 19 (95) 17 (94) 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 7 (35) 7 (39) 

Total # # NAS 
Downy Woodpecker 20 ( 100) 18 ( 100) 

Species * Counts (%) Counts (%) 
Hairy Woodpecker 18 (90) 16 (89) 
Northern Flicker 18 (90) 1 7  (94) 

Common Loon I (5) 1 (6) Pileated Woodpecker 12 (60) 12 (67) 
Pied-billed Grebe 2 ( I  0) 2 ( 1 1) Eastern Phoebe 1 (5) 1 (6) 
Double-crested Cormorant 2 ( L O) 2 ( 1 1) Loggerhead Shrike 1 (5) (6) 
Great B lue Heron 15 (75) 13 (72) Northern Shrike 2 ( 10) 1 (6) 
Greater White-fronted Goose 3 ( 1 5) 2 ( 1 1) Blue Jay 19 (95) 17 (94) 
Snow Goose 3 (15 )  3 ( 17) American Crow 20 ( 1 00) 18 ( 100) 
Ross's Goose 1 (5) 1 (6) Horned Lark 14 (70) 12 (67) 
Canada Goose 19 (95) 18 ( 100) Carolina Chickadee 5 (25) 5 (28) 
Trumpeter Swan 2 (l 0) 2 ( 1 1) Black-capped Chickadee 15 (75) 1 3  (72) 
Tundra Swan 1 (5) 1 (6) Tufted Titmouse 17 (85) 1 6  (89) 
Wood Duck 3 ( 15) 3 ( 17) White-breasted Nuthatch 18 (90) 1 6  (89) 
Gad wall 8 (40) 8 (44) Brown Creeper 19 (95) l 7 (94) 
American Wigeon 3 ( 15) 3 ( 17) Carolina Wren 14 (70) 1 4  (78) 
American Black Duck 1 1  (55) 11 (6 1) House Wren 1 (5) 1 (6) 
Mallard 20 ( 100) 18 ( 100) Winter Wren 10 (50) 9 (50) 
Northern Shoveler 4 (20) 4 (22) Golden-crowned Kinglet 15 (75) 13 (72) 
Northern Pintail 6 (30) 6 (33) Ruby-crowned Kinglet 4 (20) 4 (22) 
Green-winged Teal 5 (25) 5 (28) Eastern Bluebird 12 (60) 11 (61) 
Canvasback 4 (20) 4 (22) Hermit Thrush 7 (35) 6 (33) 
Redhead 3 (15) 3 (17) American Robin 1 5  (75) 14 (78) 
Ring-necked Duck 3 (15)  3 ( 17) Gray Catbird 1 (5) 1 (6) 
Lesser Scaup 9 (45) 9 (50) Northern Mockingbird 4 (20) 4 (22) 
Bufflehead 3 ( 15 )  3 ( 17) Brown Thrasher 4 (20) 4 (22) 
Common Goldeneye 12 (60) 11 (6 1) European Starling 20 ( 100) 18 ( 100) 
Hooded Merganser 3 ( 15 )  3 ( 17) American Pipit 1 (5) 1 (6) 
Common Merganser 1 1  (55) 11 (6 1) Cedar Waxwing 7 (35) 6 (33) 
Red-breasted Merganser 3 (15 )  3 ( 1 7) Yellow-rumped Warbler 6 (30) 6 (33) 
Ruddy Duck 4 (20) 4 (22) Eastern Towhee 4 (20) 4 (22) 
Bald Eagle 18 (90) 16 (89) American Tree Sparrow 19 (95) 17 (94) 
Northern Harrier 10 (50) 1 0  (56) Field Sparrow 7 (35) 6 (33) 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 6 (30) 6 (33) Vesper Sparrow 1 (5) 1 (6) 
Cooper's Hawk 8 (40) 8 (44) Savannah Sparrow 1 (5) 1 (6) 
Northern Goshawk 2 ( I  0) 1 (6) Fox Sparrow 6 (30) 5 (28) 
Red-shouldered Hawk 3 (15) 3 ( 1 7) Song Sparrow 20 ( 100) 18 ( 100) 
Red-tailed Hawk 19 (95) 17 (94) Lincoln's Sparrow 1 (5) (6) 
Rough-legged Hawk 7 (35) 6 (33) Swamp Sparrow 17 (85) 15 (83) 
American Kestrel 20 ( 100) 18 ( 100) White-throated Sparrow 19 (95) 1 7  (94) 
Ring-necked Pheasant 8 (40) 6 (33) Harris's Sparrow 1 (5) 1 (6) 
Wild Turkey 9 (45) 8 (44) White-crowned Sparrow 7 (35) 6 (33) 
Northern Bobwhite 2 ( l  0) 2 ( 1 1) Dark-eyed Junco 19 (95) 17 (94) 
American Coot 4 (20) 4 (22) Lapland Longspur 7 (35) 5 (28) 
Killdeer 7 (35) 7 (39) Snow Bunting 2 ( I O) 2 ( 1 1) 
Solitary Sandpiper 1 (5) -- (0) Northern Cardinal 20 (100) 18 ( 100) 
Wilson 's Snipe 3 (15 )  3 ( 17) Red-winged B lackbird 16 (80) 14 (78) 
Ring-billed Gull 14 (70) 13 (72) Eastern Meadow lark 3 ( 15) 3 ( 17) 
Herring Gull 13 (65) 12 ( 67) Rusty Blackbird 6 (30) 6 (33) 
Thayer's Gull 5 (25) 4 (22) Common Grackle 10 (50) 9 (50) 
Rock Pigeon 19 (95) 17 (94) Brown-headed Cowbird 1 1  (55) 11 (61) 
Mourning Dove 17 (85) 15 (83) Purple Finch 5 (25) 4 (22) 
Monk Parakeet 1 (5) 1 (6) House Finch 19 (95) 17 (94) 
Eastern Screech-Owl 12 (60) 11 (6 1) American Goldfinch 19 (95) 17 (94) 
Great Horned Owl 16 (80) 14 (78) House Sparrow 20 (100) 18 ( 100) 
Barred Owl 14 (70) 13 (72) Eurasian Tree Sparrow 4 (20) 4 (22) 
Long-eared Owl 6 (30) 5 (28) 
Northern Saw-whet Owl l (5) -- (0) * = Species taxonomic order and nomenclature follows 
Belted Kingfisher 16 (80) 14 (78) A.O.U. (1998) and 1.0.S. (1999) ,  except for Common 
Red-headed Woodpecker 12 (60) 1 1  (61) Snipe which was changed to Wilson's Snipe in 2002. 
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only two species not encountered on 
a national count were the Solitary 
Sandpiper and N orthern Saw-whet 
Owl . N ine species of birds were 
encountered on al l 1 8  NAS counts 
(Table 2), while only 8 of these were 
observed on all 20 CBCs (Table 2).  
During the course of completing this 
CBC marathon, l drove a total of 
6,322 miles and accumulated 3 3 1 .25 
hours of effort, including travel time 
and miles, as well as daily compila
tion time. I averaged 3 1 6  miles and 
1 6. 5 hours of effort per count. 

1 am certainly not encouraging or 
even suggesting that others attempt a 
CBC marathon. However, I hope 
those who read this article will be in
spired to actively participate as much 
as possible in a program for which 1 
am so very passionate. In the years to 
come, l believe that "citizen scien
tists" will play an ever-increasingly 
important role in the wildlife re
search and monitoring which is vital 
if we are to preserve the Earth's 
biodiversity. As for undertaking a 
CBC marathon, I agree, a person has 
to be crazy . . .  next year, I go for 23 ! 

Editor's Final Note: J{elzv tried .fhr 
23 CBCs during the 200312 00./ 
season. We '!/ let vou know how he 
did in a ji1111re i.1 .. ;ue of" Meadowlark 
or Wings Over The Prairie. Kelly 
wrote two sepamte articles 011 his 
CBC marathon, one jiJr American 
Birds, the 1 03rd Christmas Bird 
Count, 2002-2003 (Pp. 36 - 43) and 
one .fiw Meadowlark. We appreciate 
him taking the time to include more 
detailed infhrnzation in this issue 
about the habitats and the birds he 
saw along the way, and acknowledge 
his jine article that appeared in the 
a(iJrementioned American Birds. 
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Burrowing Owl 

Champaign County 

On the morning of 1 7  March 
2003, our son, Thomas, was trans
ferring a 1 2-row corn planter with a 
John Deere tractor from our farm 
northeast of Homer, to a John Deere 
repair and maintenance shop at 
Allerton, a distance of about 1 4  
miles. Most o f  the travel route was 
along the Champaign-Vermilion 
County line road. I was to give him 
a half hour's head start, and then 
drive his pickup to the shop, then 
pick him up and return to the farm. 
While driving to Al lerton, I traveled 
on a road one mile east of the coun
ty line to see if there were any inter
esting roadside birds. The only item 
of interest was a coyote by a mound 
of dirt at the entrance to what 
appeared to be a burrow on a hill. 

After Tom got in the pickup, T 
started driving back the way I went 
to show him the coyote. After we 
were on our way, Tom asked what 
kind of small owl could be flushed 
from the entrance to a burrow along 
side the road. He told me that the 
owl was the size of a screech-owl, 
only more slender, and was about 
one mile north of Allerton. The 
description he provided fit a 
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicular-

1 32 

ia). r immediately turned the truck 
onto a connecting dirt road to go 
west to the county l ine road. He 
could not remember exactly where 
the owl had been, so we drove south 
toward Allerton until he pointed out 
the mound of earth at the entrance to 
a burrow. The burrow appeared to 
have been made by a badger digging 
for ground squirrels. Sure enough, 
there sat a Burrowing Owl staring at 
us. It had a rounded head, a slender 
body, and big yellow eyes. I never 
saw it fly. The bird was using a nar
row (less than 5 m wide) strip of 
grass between the road and a plowed 
corn stubble field, with agricultural 
fields for several miles in all direc
tions, except for the small town of 
Allerton j ust to the southeast. 

I turned the truck around, and 
drove quickly home to get a camera. 
I knew I'd need photos to convince 
the Illinois Ornithological Records 
Committee that I had actually 

Burrowing Owl, Champaign 

County. 1 7  March 2003. Note at 

least one small pellet in front of the 

bird 's  burrow. At least three or .four 

pellets were seen at the burrow �· 

entrance. Photo by Steven D. Bailey. 

by James 0. Smith 

observed this rare bird. When I got 
home, my wife, Eleanor, had lunch 
ready, but I asked her to forget lunch 
for the present. We needed to return 
to the owl to observe and obtain 
photos. I tried to call a few birders, 
most of whom either did not answer 
or were on the phone with some
one else. I did reach Steve Bailey, 
who spread the word further, and 
he immediately drove to the owl 's 
location with his camera. 

Eleanor and I drove to the owl's 
location, and actually found the owl 
still present. I mounted my camera 
with a 500 mm lens on a car window 
mount while still some distance 
from the owl. The road is very much 
traveled, but traffic did not appear 
to bother the owl. lt did, however, 
appear to be quite nervous when 
we eased the car closer and parked 
on the opposite side of the road. l 
obtained several photos, but did not 
go closer for better photos. I did not 
want to disturb the bird to obtain 
better photo images from different 
angles. We then drove a short distant 
away, and parked for further obser
vation. Before we left the immediate 
area, Steve arrived and also took 
photos from a distance. 
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Several other observers arrived 
that afternoon and evening. Unfor
tunately, one person got out of the 
car. That was more disturbance than 
the owl cou ld  take.  ll flew off 
a distance into the corn stubble. I 
returned the next morning to look 
for the owl, only to find  no trace of 
it. Several other birders were also 
looking for it. Al I area roads were 
searched to no avail .  

When I put out word about this  
bird, T instructed al l  observers to 
p lease stay in their cars and under 
no conditions, get out for a better 
look. One person violated this rule, 
and that was enough to frighten 
the owl away. To our knowledge, 
it  never returned to the roadside 
burrow and it was only seen on the 
Champaign County side of county 
line road. 

After the bird was gone, Steve 
Bailey and I observed three to four 
pellets at the entrance to the burrow, 
indicating the bird had been present 
at l east a few days. Owls usually 
disgorge one pellet per day (S .  
Bailey pers. comm.) 

The normal range of Burrowing 
Owls is from the great plains to the 
west coast and Florida. There had 
been no severe storms that would 
have blown it so far away from it 's 
usual breeding areas. However, this 
species has a tendency to overshoot 
its normal range, especially in 
spring, while migrating northeast 
from Mexico and the southwestern 
United States (pers. comm.  S .  
Bailey). Ridgway does not mention 
B urrowing Owl in his "Natural 
History of the Birds of T l l inois." 
Bohlen, in "Birds of I l l inois", pub
lished in 1 989 by Tndiana University 
Press, describes th is owl as a rare 
vagrant and lists 1 5  records in our 
state. S ince B ohlen's book was 
p ubl ished, there have been no 
records of this species in Illinois. 
Therefore, this particular owl wi l l  
be number 1 6. 

- James 0. Smith 
13474 North, 1 30 East 
Road, f-/0111e1; ll 61 849 

smithsje@egix.net 
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'The 2003 T l l inois Statewide Spring B ird Count was held I 0 

May, the latest possible date for it to occur (since the count date is the 
Saturday that falls on or between 4 and I 0 May). During the count's 32-year 
history, it  has now occurred 1 0  May five times; in 2003 , it happened to be, 
coincidentally, on the same day as the International Migratory B ird Day 
count. The number of species tallied (268)  was one fewer than the highest 
number tallied on an l llinois spring bird count. 

Count day for a few central 1 l l inois birders was challenging.  Consider 
these comments: " . . .  heavy rain with thunder and lightning hetween 6:30 and 
8:30 a.m. plus two tornados . . . .  " (Al Dierkes, Adams County), " . . .  a line of' 
thunderstorms moved through the urea . fom about 7:30 to 1 0:30 a.m . . . .  " 
Vicki Hedrick, Macoupin County), " . . .  hit and miss hetween wind and 
tornado . . . .  " (Karen Forcum, Shelby County), and " . .  . flooding rains, winds 
between 70 and 80 mph, and creeks out over the road 1naking it impossible 
to get to many hireling places . . . .  " (Mary Ann Hoeffliger, Effingham County). 
Yet, in other parts of the state, the day was more favorable. Consider these 
comments: " . . .  our best day ever . . . .  " (Mike Ward, Brown County), " . . . we had 
a great day and tallied 1 7  5 species, most ·within one mile of' the 
Mississippi . . .  " (Jeff Baughman, Carroll County), " . .  . the all-time highest 
Spring Bird Count total ever . . . " (Darrell Shambaugh, De Kalb County), 
" . . .  more than the usual numbers of' birds . . .  " (Charlene Anchor, Piatt 
County), " . . .  warhler heaven in our yard . . . .  " (Karen Forcum, Shelby 
County ),  " . . .  never had so 1nany Tndigo Buntings and Scarlet Tanagers . . . .  " 
(Arlene Brei, Boone County), and " . . .  large numbers of cuckoos calling 
overhead during the pre-dawn hours . . .  " (Vernon Kleen, Union County). 
Overall, this year's count day, on a statewide scale, was a great day
in fact, the second best for total species. 

As referenced above, the weath
er created a real challenge in some 
parts of the state; the most severe 
storms moved through a band of 
counties in the northern part of 
AREA 2 (Figure I )  from Adams and 
Calhoun counties in the west to 
Effingham County in the east. 
Although the intrepid birders in 
those affected counties were 111-
convenienced, in some instances 

Fi/iy-eight of' the lllinois counties 

that conducted the Statewide Spring 

Bird Counf reported Black-thmated 

Green /!Varble1: Drawing by .James 

T Ziehol. 

up to three hours (and 5 inches of 
rain) during the best morning hours, 
most found by day's end that their 
birding results were much better 
than anticipated. Across the state, 
count morning temperatures ranged 
from the upper 40s and lower 50s in 
the north to the lower 60s in the 
south; by mid-afternoon they had 
reached the mid-to-upper 70s in the 
north and upper 70s to lower 80s in 
the south. Predawn skies were clear, 
at least in the south; however, by 
dawn they were cloudy and overcast 
throughout the state and remained 
that way al l  morning. By early after
noon the cloudiness had changed to 
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TABLE 1 - Annual Comparisons 

Criteria 2003 2002 2001 Highest Total 

Number of Species 268 265 257 269 ( 1 996) 

Number of Birds 5 1 9,342 545,759 520,970 593,680 ( 1 996) 

N umber of Participating Counties 93 99 1 0 1  I 0 2  (2 yrs) 

Number of Observers 1 350 1473 1430 1 6 1 1 ( 1 997) 

Number of Party Miles Walked 2027 2227 2459 2628 ( 1 995) 

Number of Party M i les Driven 2 1 ,782 23,802 23,942 23,942 (200 1 )  

Total Number of Party Miles 23,809 26,029 26,40 1 26,40 1 (200 1 )  

Number o f  Party Hours Walked 

Number of Party Hours Driven 

Total Number of Party Hours 

No. of Species in 90 or more Counties 

No. of Counties with 1 00 or more species 

No. of Counties with 20 or more observers 

Highest Species Total in Single County 

Average # of species/participating County 

Average # of species for al l I 02 counties 

partly cloudy or mostly sunny skies. 
The only rain reported, except for 
the central Il l inois storms, was l ight 
morning showers in the northern 
counties and a few scattered show
ers statewide in the evening. 
Morning breezes, except for the 
storm zone, were generally from the 
south at less than 10 mph; however, 
in the northeastern counties, the 
wind was coming in off the l ake 
(from an easterly direction). In the 
northern counties the calm breezes 
continued throughout the day while 
in the central and southern counties 
they increased to 1 5 -25 mph. 

For participants in six counties 
(Clinton, Jo Daviess,  Kendall ,  
Knox, Madison and Mercer), this 
year's count day began at midnight; 
for participants in 1 1  more counties 
it had begun by 3 a.m. In total, 69 
(74%) of the participating counties 
had observers in the field prior to 
5 :30 a.m. (the approximate "magic 
time" for dawn). Only 1 9  counties 
(20%) had participants that contin
ued birding (owling) beyond dusk. 
One of the most disappointing 
aspects of this year's count was that 
reports were received from only 93 
of the state's I 02 counties; this is the 
lowest number of participating 
counties since 1 993 and prior to 
that, 1 984. On the positive side, 
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2647 3094 3 1 20 3457 ( 1 997) 

1 9 1 9  2 1 35 1957 2 140 ( 1 998) 

4566 5229 5077 5565 ( 1 995) 

33 47 52 55  ( 1 996) 

69 70 69 80 ( 1997) 

20 22 19 24 ( 1 998) 

192 1 77  1 84 205 ( 1 983) 

1 20 1 1 6 1 1 3 1 22 ( 1 999) 

1 1 0 1 1 3 1 1 2 120 (1 999) 

74% of the counties (69) reported 
1 00 or more species this year com
pared with only 69% last year. 

Highest county counts 

Since count day was as late in 
May as it possibly could be, it was 
natural ly expected that the northern 
counties would achieve the highest 
species totals; they didn't disappoint 
us. Cook County took honors for 
first place this year with 1 92 species 
reported by its 1 1 0 observers in 5 1  
parties. Lake County, 1 8 1  species 
and Carroll County, 1 79 species 
came in second and third, respec
tively. The other counties with 
counts of 1 50 spe(.;ies or more were: 
Clinton ( 1 67) ,  Union ( 1 67) ,  La Salle 
( 1 66), Will ( 1 66), Du Page ( 1 65) ,  
McHenry ( 1 64) ,  Knox ( 1 63 ) ,  
Winnebago ( l 63 ) ,  Champaign 
( 1 62) ,  Mason ( 1 62), Sangamon 
( 1 58),  Brown ( 1 57),  Massac ( 1 57),  
Kane ( 1 56), and Rock lsland ( 1 5 1  ) .  
Seven additional counties reported 
1 40 or more species. Of the 1 8  
counties with 1 50 or more species, 
10 (56%) were in the northern quar
ter of the state, 6 (33%) were in the 
central halfofthe state; and 2 ( 1 1 %) 
were in the southern quarter of the 
state. Only l l counties reached the 
1 50 species level in 2002. The state 
record for the highest number of 

TABLE 2 

Counties with 20 or more Participants 

Cook J 10 La Sal le 29 

Du Page 1 0 1  McDonough 29 

Schuyler 58 Jo Daviess 28 

Kane 50 Knox 27 

McHenry 50 Boone 25 

Lake 47 Kanbkee 23 

Wil l  44 Crawford 22 

Champaign 3 7  Logan 22 

Winnebago 33 Adams 2 1  

Kendall 30 Edgar 2 1  

species in a single county (set 111 
1 983)  is still 205. 

Tab les 

Table 1 provides the annual 
comparisons; it  compares the 2003 
results with those of the two pre
vious years and the "record" year. 
The 2003 total s in Table l ,  when 
compared with 2002, were attained 
with 6 fewer counties, 1 20 fewer 
observers, 2200 fewer party miles 
and 660 fewer party hours of obser
vation-numbers which ranged 
from 9- 1 5% less than those of 2002. 
Although 2003 turned out to be a 
very good year, it was not a record
setting year for any of the Table l 
listings. The 268 accepted species 
ties the 1 997 total for second best 
and missed the 1 996 record (269) by 
only one species. lt is possible that 
2003 , in reality, was the record
setting year for total species because 
at l east one (perhaps more) "proba
ble" species were disqualified from 
the count for lack of sufficient doc
umentation. The Great-tai led Grackle, 
another new count species, was 
well-documented (including photo
graphs) .  Jn a few instances reports 
of other species were also disquali
fied in some counties for l ack of 
documentations. 

This year's million-plus birds 
were only 75 ,000 fewer than the 
record total, 26,000 fewer than last 
year's total, and almost identical 
with the 200 1 total . Only three of 
the Table 1 categories (Number of 

Meadowlark 



Srecies, l lighest Species Total in a 
S ingle County and the Average 
N umber of Species per rarticipating 
County) were higher than those of 
2002; the first and third were very 
close to the records. 

Table 2 l i sts ,  in descend ing  
order, the 20  counties with 20 or 
more observers. As usual, Cook and 
Du Page both continue to field 1 00 
or more observers. Special acco
lades go out to the coordinators and 
compilers of these counties since it 
certainly must be challenging to not 
only assign designated birding areas 
to the counters, but also to get their 
results back in a timely manner. 
Obviously, those counties with 0-4 
observers would  not appear in this 
table; however, had j ust one observ
er been counting in any of the nine 
counties from which no reports were 

TABLE 3 - Area Coverage 

received, the count totals wou l d  
have been enhanced and, perhaps, 
more records would have been 
estab l ished. As in the past, I encour
age some of you to participate in 
one of the more distant counties 
which could, obvi ously, benefi t  
from your assi stance .  ( Special 
thanks to those of you who already 
help in one of these counties.) 

Table 3 provides the usual com
parisons of birding efforts in each 
quarter (south to north) of the state 
(identified as AREAS I through 4 in 
Figure 1 ) .  In  2003, the average mun
ber of party hours was 49 . 1 ,  about 
3 .9  hours fewer per county than last 
year and 5.6 fewer than the record 
set in 1 977 .  In addition, the average 
number of party hours in each of the 
four AREAS was fewer than those 
recorded in 2002. 

Average # 

Possible # # Counties # Party Party Hours 
AREA of Counties Participating Hours Per County 

23 20 ( 87 .0%) 636 3 1 .8  

2 28  26 ( 92 .9%) 753 29 .0 

3 27  24  ( 88 .9%) 1 034  43 . l  

4 24 23 ( 95 .8%) 2 143 93 .2 

TOTAL 102 93 ( 9 1 . 1 %) 4566 49. 1  

TABLE 4 - S�ecies Re�orted from 84 (90%) or more Counties 

Great Blue Heron 92 Eastern Kingbird 9 1  Common Yellowthroat 92 

Turkey Vulture 9 1  Warbling Vireo 85 Eastern Towhee 88 

Canada Goose 93 Red-eyed Vireo 84 Chipping Sparrow 92 

Mallard 84 Blue Jay 93 Field Sparrow 89 

Red-tailed Hawk 9 1  American Crow 92 Song Sparrow 9 1  

Ki lldeer 92 Tree Swallow 85 White-crowned Sparrow 84 

Rock Dove 88 Barn Swallow 93 Northern Cardinal 93 

Mourning Dove 93 Tufted Titmouse 9 1  Rose-breasted Grosbeak 88 

Chimney Swift 90 White-brsted Nuthatch 90 Indigo Bunting 93 

Ruby-tbr Hummingbird 86 House Wren 90 Red-winged Blackbird 93 

Red-bead Woodpecker 9 1  B lue-gray Gnatcatcher 84 Eastern Meadowlark 92 

Red-bell Woodpecker 93 Eastern Bluebird 90 Common Grackle 93 

Downy Woodpecker 89 Wood Thrush 84 Brown-headed Cowbird 92 

Northern Flicker 92 American Robin 93 Baltimore Oriole 92 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 88 Gray Catbird 89 House Finch 86 

Eastern Phoebe 89 Brown Thrasher 93 American Goldfinch 93 

Greal Crested Flycatcher 86 European Starling 93 I-louse Sparrow 93 
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Ta ble 4 l ists the 5 1  speci es 
reported from 84 (90'Yu) or more 
counties. Fourteen (27%) of these 
were reported in all 93 counties;  
another 9 (incl uding Ki l ldeer, flick
er, crow, and cowbird) were reported 
from all but one county. The Rock 
Dove, Chimney Swift, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, and House Finch were 
not reported from 5, 3, 2 and 7 
counties, respectively. 

Table 5 shows, in descending 
order, the 20 most commonly 
reported species. The top ten are 
pretty much the same year after year 
with the Red-winged B lackbird and 
Common Grackle nearly always in 
first and second position. The next 
eight positions often change from 
year to year; this year the starling 
moved ahead of both the robin and 
House Sparrow and the Ring-billed 
Gull (thanks to the 14 ,000+ in Cook 
County) also moved ahead of the 
House Sparrow. The Canada Goose 
continues to be almost as common 
as the House Sparrow. This year 
was a record-setting year for the 
Mourn i n g  Dove (always in the top 
20, but increased by a mere 1 9  
birds), Indigo Bunting (nearly half 
the time in the top 20, increased by 
800 birds) and Common Yellow
t h roat (a first time appearance, 
increased by 1 1 00+ birds). With the 
addition of the Common Yellow
throat, a total of 42 species have 
now been recorded in the Top 20 
l i st; n ine of these have been on the 
l i st only one time. The three species 
on last year's l ist that were not on 
it this year are American Coot, 
American Golden-P lover, and 
Chipping Sparrow. 

It 's interesting to compare the 
2003 totals with those of 2002 and 
the "record" year. By looking strict
ly at the printed numbers and not 
taking into account important annu
al variables, especially total number 
of observers and party hours, the 
populations of all Top 1 0  species 
except for the Ring-bil l ed Gull and 
M ourning Dove apparently decl ined 
since 2002-some by small percent
ages, but others by substantial per
centages such as the Robin (-23%), 
House Sparrow (-48%), American 
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Goldfinch (-43%) and Northern 
Cardinal (-26%); this methodology 
would also indicate substantial 
declines for other Top 20 species: 
Brown-headed Cowbird (-23%),  
B lue Jay (-43%), and American 
Crow (-47%) and for selected non
Top 20 species such as: Red-headed 
Woodpecker (-24%), Red-bell i ed 
Woodpecker (-24%), Downy 
Woodpecker (-28%), Pileated 
Woodpecker (-29%), Carol ina 
Chickadee (-2 1 %), B lack-capped 
Chickadee (-54%), Tufted Titmouse 
(-42%), White-breasted N uthatch (-
45%), Chipping Sparrow (- 1 8%), 
and House Finch (-42%). However, 
since the Table 5 numbers do not 
reflect annual differences such as 1 )  
an increase or decrease in the mun
ber of participating counties, partic
ipating observers, or party hours; 2)  
variable weather conditions from 
year to year and region to region 
within the state; 3) whether or not 
the same counters are responsible 
for counting in the same locations at 
the same time each year; and 4) the 
accuracy of counting (or estimating) 
from year to year, it's difficult to 
prove from these numbers that there 
have been "statistically significant" 
population changes locally, region
ally or statewide from one year to 
the next. However, increasing or 
decreasing trends over several years 
may be possible. So, the question 
that still needs an answer is, might 
some of these reduced numbers be a 
result of West Nile Virus? We can 
certainly see that some species were 
definitely less common in 2003 than 
they were in 2002 or earlier; but that 
does not necessarily mean West N ile 
Virus was the cause. 

Table 6 i s  a synopsis of the 
entire 2003 count. Tt shows the 
number of counties reporting each 
species, the total number of birds of 
each species reported, the highest 
number of each species reported 
from a single county and the new 
records set this year. The 1 8  species 
reported from a single county have 
been bold faced and the GREAT
TA I L E D  G RACKLE (Carrol l  
County) is further emphasized by 
capital letters since it was a new 
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count species and ranks high as 
one of the most interesting records 
of 2003 . Some of the other notable 
single-county records, which made 
it possible for the statewide count 
to reach 268 species included 
Tricolored Heron (3rd year) (Alex
ander County), Northern Goshawk 
(5th year) (Henry County), Gray 
Partridge (De Kalb County), Yellow 
Rail (Menard County), B lack Rail 
(7th year) (Vermilion County), Red
necked Phalarope (5th year) 
( Sangamon County), Long-eared 
Owl (family of 4) (9th year) (Rock 
Island County), Bewick's Wren 
(Wabash County), and Pine Siskin 
(Wabash County). Some of the bet
ter records of the 1 8  species report
ed from just two counties include 
Ross 's Goose, Black-necked Sti lt, 
American Avocet, Marbled Godwit, 
Ruddy Turnstone, Laughing Gull, 
Western Kingbird, Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher, and N elson's Sharp
tailed Sparrow. 

New records 

As mentioned earlier, Table 6 
also identifies all count records. The 
74 new records have been identified 
by an asterisk (*) and the 1 7  records 
that tied the previous high have been 
i dentified by the pound (#) sign. Ten 
new records increased the number 
of counties reporting the species; 
some of the largest or most interest
ing county increases were for the: 
American White Pelican (up 6 coun
ties), Mississippi Kite (up 5 coun
ties), Black-necked Stilt (up l coun
ty) ;  Monk Parakeet (up 1 county -
Clinton), and Henslow 's Sparrow 
(up 5 counties). Perhaps there would 
have been several more records had 
there been participants in one or 
more of the nine absent counties. 
Thirty-seven new records increased 
the total number of birds reported 

fiJr those species in a single count 
year: some of the largest and most 
interesting gains (followed by the 

TABLE 5 - Twenty Most Common Species 
# Years 
In Top 

Species 2003 2002 200 1 Highest 20 

Red-winged Blackbird 6 1 ,845 64,274 64,459 69,9 7 1  ( 1 996) 32 

Common Grackle 32, 584 36,59 1 34, 1 24 59,264 ( 1 974) 32 

European Starling 28,077 32, 1 05 30, 1 1  I 3 7,736 ( 1 992) 32  

American Robin 26,000 33 ,808 32,795 35,720 ( 1 995)  32  

Ring-billed Gull 20,806 1 8 ,728 1 9,968 29,243 ( 1 994) 1 9  

H ouse Sparrow 1 6,554 32, 1 20 1 9,459 32, 1 20 (2002) 32 

Canada Goose 1 5 ,585 1 6.448 1 6,267 I 9,03 1 (2000) 1 8  

M ourning Dove 1 2,388 1 0,55 1 1 0,582 1 2,388 (2003) 32  

American Goldfinch 10,383 1 8 ,240 1 4,8 1 0  1 8 ,240 (2002) 3 1  

Northern Cardinal 1 0,229 1 3 ,895 1 1 , 1 22 1 3 ,895 (2002) 32 

Barn Swallow 9,606 6,875 1 0,295 27,532 ( 1 999) 3 1  

Tree Swallow 9,426 7,60 1 9.444 24,573 ( 1 989) 1 8  

Brown-headed Cowbird 8,887 1 1 ,564 9,544 1 2,542 ( 1 995)  32  

Indigo Bunting 8,782 *5 ,  1 24 *7,694 8,782 (2003) 1 4  

Yellow-rumped Warbler 6,807 8,006 8,733 I 7,978 ( 1 997) 20 

Double-crested Cormorant 6,776 9,748 *4J38 9,748 (2002) 4 

Blue Jay 6,693 1 1 ,655 8 , 1 50 1 3 ,446 ( 1 984) 32 

Common Yellowthroat 5 ,8 1 9  *3.486 *4,686 5,8 19 (2003) 

American Crow 5,738 1 0,794 l l ,9 1 5  1 3 ,226 ( 1 99 1 )  32  

White-th roated Sparrow 5,730 *55 1 8  *3 ,694 1 2,767 ( 1 996) 1 3  

New Records in Bold Face. * = Not in "Top 20" this year. 
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percent increase) were for the :  
American Wh ite Pel ican (up 85  
birds - 2 I 'Vii ) ,  Green Heron (up 39 
birds --- 6%),  B l ack Vulture (up 29 
birds - 53<Yu) ,  Mi ss issippi Kite ( up 
2 1  birds - 50%), Wild Turkey ( up 
I 08 birds - I I %) ,  Sand hi 1 1  Crane 
(up 3 1  birds - 23°1.1), B l ack-necked 
Sti l t  (up 3 birds - 1 50%), Laughing 
Gull (up 2 birds - 67%), Yellow
billed Cuckoo (up 353  b i rds - 64%), 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (up 
1 99 birds - 3 9%), Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher (up I bird - 50%), Bel l 's 
Vireo (up 9 birds - 1 4%), Yellow
throated Vireo (up 1 44 b irds -
33%), Gray Catbird (up 1 5 8  birds -
3%), Golden-winged Warbl er (up 
1 84 birds - 78%), Northern Parula 
(up by 1 33  birds - 1 6%), Chestnut
sided Warbler (up 52 1 b irds - 65%), 
Magnolia Warbler (up 88 birds -

7%), American Rcclstart (up 1 1 4 
birds - 6%,), Common Yellowthroat 
( up 1 1 33  birds - 24%), Summer 
Tanager ( up 74 b irds - 2 1  %) ,  
Scarlet Tanager ( up 2 1 9  birds -
22%), H cnslow's Sparrow (up 57  
birds - 40%), Lincoln 's Sparrow (up 
1 68 birds - 48%), Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak (up 6 72 birds - 20% ) ,  
B lue Grosbeak ( up 7 1  birds - 73% ) ,  
Indigo B unting (up 809 birds -
1 0%), and Western M eadowlark (up 
79 birds - 22%) . Twenty-seven new 
records increased the total number 
of hinls reported jiJr those .1pecies 

fiJr a single county; some of the 
largest or most interesting increases 
were for the: Yellow-bil led Cuckoo 
(up 78 birds, Union County), Long
eared Owl (up 2 birds, Rock Island 
County), Ruby-throated Humming
bird (up 1 32 birds, Union County), 

TABLE 6:  Species Accou nts for the 2003 Spring Bird Count 

Key to Table :  
* New Spring Bird Count H igh Total 
# Ties Previous Spring B ird Count High Total Specie 
New species to Count are in BOLD FACE CAPS Mallard 
Species Reported from a S ingle County are in Bold Face B lue-winged Teal 

N orthern Shoveler 
Total No. of High N orthern Pintail 

Species Co.s Birds County (Total) Green-winged Teal 
Common Loon 1 5  22 Two counties (3)  Canvasback 

Pied-billed Grebe 47 1 95 Putnam ( 1 6) Redhead 
American White Pelican 1 9* 486* Pike (76) Ring-necked Duck 
Double-crest Cormorant 5 1  6776 Cook (2 1 52) Greater Scaup 
American Bittern 1 8  30 Du Page (42 Lesser ScauE 
Least Bittern 8# L I  Franklin (2) S u rf Scoter 

Great Blue Heron 92 4099 Lake (385) Buffiehead 
Great Egret 53 1 477  Will (3 1 7) Common Goldeneye 

Snowy Egret 8 45 St. Clair ( 1 8) Hooded Merganser 
Little Blue Heron 25 1 75 Johnson (35) Common Merganser 

B lue-headed Vireo ( up 1 9  birds, 
Cook County), Tennessee Warbler 
(up 5 3  birds, Knox County) ,  
Chestnut-sided Warbler (up 29 
birds, Cook County), Blackburnian 
Warbl er (up 22 b irds, Cook 
County), Scarlet Tanager ( up 3 1  
b irds,  Cook County), Linco ln 's 
Sparrow ( up 85  birds, Cook 
County), Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
(up 2 1 1  birds, Winnebago County), 
Blue Grosbeak (up 24 birds, Union 
County), Indigo Bunting (up 878 
birds, U nion County), and Western 
M eadowlark (up 1 99 b irds, Jo 
Daviess County). 

After reappearing on the Spring 
B ird Count last year, the Ringed 
Turtle-Dove was absent again this 
year. The Eurasian Col lared-Dove, 
after making a sign ificant gain in 
2002, lost ground in 2003 (dropped 

Total No. of High 
Co.s Birds Counly (Total) 

84 5702 Cook (808) 
55 1 1 69 Mason ( 1 3 5) 
2 1  1 5 1  Putnam (29) 

7 30 Stephenson (20) 
1 0  5 1  Putnam ( 1 7) 

1 I Madison ( I )  
3 8 Stephenson (6) 

1 8  30  Carroll (3)  
2 5 Madison (3) 

1 5  6 1  Lake ( 1 5 )  
1 I Lake ( l )  
5 1 7  Lake ( 1 0) 
1 Rock Island ( I )  

25# 85 Cook ( l [ )  
3 4 Rock Island ( 2 )  

Tricolored Heron I #  I #  Alexander #( 1 )  Red-breasted Merganser 8 1 75 Lake ( 1 32 )  
Cattle Egret 28  5 1 8  St. Clair (205) Ruddy Duck 1 7 298 Putnam ( 1 64) 
Green Heron 83 739* Cook (87) Osprey 2 1  3 8  Cook ( 5 )  
Black-crown Night-Heron 1 7  937 Cook (707) Miss issippi Kite 1 2 *  63* Union ( 1 9) 
Yllw-crown Night-Heron 9 29 Union (7) Bald Ea�le 23 95 Union �2 J )  
Black Vulture 9* 84* Johnson ( 2 1 )  Northern Harrier 30 47 Vermilion (5)  
Turkey Vulture 9 1  3 692 Pike ( 1 56) Sharp-shinned Hawk 39 65 Will (6) 
Snow Goose 1 2 *  37  Bond (20) Cooper's Hawk 50 1 98 Cook (27)  
Ross 's Goose 2# 2# Two counties #( I )  Northern Goshawk I Henry ( 1 )  
Canada Goose 93 1 5585 Cook ( 1442) Red-shouldered Hawk 22 73 Jackson # 1 4  
Mute Swan 1 5  1 34 Lake *(60) Broad-winged Hawk 29 84 Cook ( 14 )  
Wood Duck 83 2432 Lake ( 1 47) Red-tai led Hawk 9 1  1 294 Du Page (79) 
Gad wall 1 6  498 M ason ( 1 82) American Kestrel 79 4 1 9  Cook (26)  
American Wigeon 8 20 Clinton (6) Merlin 3 4 Lake *(2) 
American Black Duck 2 4 Stephenson (3 )  Peregrine Falcon 8 1 1  Cook (4) 
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TABLE 6: Species Accounts for the 2003 Spring Bird Cou nt (cont.) 

Total No. of High Total No. of High 
Species Co.s Birds County (Total) S£ecies Co.s Birds County (Total) 
Gray Partridge 1 2 De Kalb (2) B lack-billed Cuckoo 33 77 Wil l iamson (8) 
Ring-necked Pheasant 55  799 Champaign (60) Yellow-billed Cuckoo 69 903* Union *( 1 69) 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 2 3 1  Marion ( 1 7) Barn Owl 2 5 Union (4) 
Wild Turkey 80 1 1 08* Boone (80) Eastern Screech-Owl 3 2  8 2  L a  Salle (6) 
Northern Bobwhite 76 984 R ichland (97 ) Great Horned Owl 54 1 7 1  Three counties (8)  
Yellow Rail 1 Menard ( 1 )  Barred Owl 68 375 Knox (46) 
Black Rail 1 Vermili on ( ! )  Long-eared Owl 1 4# Rock Island * (4) 
King Rail 5 5 Five counties ( 1 )  Common Nighthawk 72 640 Du Page (75) 
Virginia Rail 1 5  40 McHenry (8) Chuck-will 's-w id ow 1 0  19  Massac (5) 
Sora 3 7  240 Lake (45) WhiE-Eoor-will 47 280 Henderson (29) 
Common Moorhen 7 1 3  Cook (5) Chimney Swift 90 5 1 85 Cook (357) 
American Coot 42 1 3 87  Putnam (525) Ruby-thrtd Hummingbird 86 142 1 *  Union *(247) 
Sandhill Crane I l 1 67 *  McHenry (57) Belted Kingfisher 72 345 Winnebago (24) 
Black-bellied Plover 4 8 Two counties (3) Red-headed Woodpecker 9 1  1 709 McDonough ( 1 1 9) 
American Golden-Plover 1 3  38 1 1  McLean (2970) Red-bel lied Woodpecker 93 2683 Du Page ( 1 90) 
Semipalmated Plover 1 0  3 8  Will (5)  Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 22 59 Two counties ( 1 2) 
Killdeer 92 3 I I 8 Richland ( 1 86) Downy Woodpecker 89 2054 Cook ( 1 75)  
Black-necked Stillt 2 *  5 *  Massac *(3) Hairy Woodpecker 69 404 Du Page (3 I )  
American Avocet 2 1 5  Jasper (9) Northern Flicker 92 1 689 Cook ( 1 47) 
G reater Yel lowle�s 35  2 1 0  Knox (25) Pi leated Woodpecker 57 2 5 1  Union (53 )  
Lesser Yel low legs 58  1 676 Knox (257) Olive-sided Flycatcher 1 4  20 Wabash (4) 
Solitary Sandpiper 57 502 Winnebago (58) Eastern Wood-Pewee 88 1 237*  Union ( 1 28) 
Willet 7 83 Lake (54) Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 2 2 Two counties ( I )  
Spotted Sandpiper 67 739 Cook (63) Acadian Flycatcher 45 368 U nion ( 1 45)  
Upland SandiEer 7 24 McDonough (6) Alder Flycatcher 3# 3 Three counties ( I )  
H u dsonian Godwit 1 Brown (1 )  Wil low F lycatcher 27 65 Randolph (9) 
Marbled Godwit 2 2 Two counties (l)  Least Flycatcher 62 5 1 1 Cook (88)  
Ruddy Turnstone 2 5 Lake (4) Eastern Phoebe 89 1 1 98 Union (9 1 )  
Sanderling 2 20 Cook ( 1 4) Great Crested Flycatcher 86 1 5 8 1  Union ( 1 27) 
SemiEalmated SandEit;er 1 5  98 Massac (23) Western Kinsbird 2# 5 Mad ions (4) 
Western Sandpiper 1 2 Kendall (2) Eastern Kingbird 9 1  3593* Pike ( 1 50) 
Least Sandpiper 42 3 7 1  Massac (28) Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 2# 3*  Union * (2)  
White-rumped Sandpiper 7 1 3  Kane (5) Loggerhead Shrike 26 59 Union (7) 
Pectoral Sandpiper 30 573 Effingham ( 1 40) White-eyed Vireo 56 689 Un on ( 1 43)  
Dunlin 1 6  1 29 La Salle (48)  Bell's Vireo 24 74* Randolph * ( 1 9) 
Stilt Sandpiper 1 3 Carroll (3) Yel low-throated Vireo 7 1  587* Union (5 8) 
Short-billed Dowitcher I I  3 7  Carroll ( 1 4) Blue-headed Vireo 3 7  278 Cook * (72) 
Wilson's Snipe 2 1  70 Du Page ( 1 2) Warbling Vireo 85 1 877 Winnebago ( 107) 
American Woodcock 34 104 Lake ( 1 7) Philadelphia Vireo 32 69 Du Page ( 1 0) 
Wilson's Phalarope 7 1 7  Jerse}'. (7) Red-eyed Vireo 84 1473* Union ( 1 59) 
Red-necked Phalarope 1# Sangamon ( 1 ) Blue Jay 9 6693 Cook (6 1 2) 
Laughing Gull 2 5 *  Clinton *(4) American Crow 92 5738 Winnebago (33 1 )  
Franklin's Gull 4# 8 Madison (4) Fish Crow 1 4  1 1 0 Union (33) 
Bonaparte's Gul l  6 1 02 8  Lake (905) Horned Lark 83 1 706 Shelby (l 55)  
Ring-billed Gull 39 20806 Cook ( 1 4752 )  PurEle Martin 83 3394 Randolph (3 1 1 ) 
1-Jerring Gull 1 3  828 Lake (53 1 )  Tree Swallow 85 9426 Mason ( 1 593) 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 Cook ( I )  No. Rough-wing Swallow 80 3933 Winnebago (420) 
Caspian Tern 2 1  799 Cook (445) Bank Swallow 59 335 1 Randolph (290) 
Common Tern 1 3  J 1 60 Cook (692) Cl iff Swallow 58  42 1 6  Randolph (565) 
Forster's Tern 24 473 Lake (205) Barn Swallow 93 9606 Cook ( 500) 
Black Tern 1 7  1 90 Clinton ( 1 3 2  Carolina Chickadee 35 740 Union ( 1 37) 
Rock Dove 88 4249 Cook (889) Black-capped Chickadee 58 249 1 Du Page (277) 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 4  3 6  Clinton (8) Tufted Titmouse 9 1  1 938 U nion ( 1 80) 
Mourning Dove 93 1 2388  Winnebago (52 1 ) Red-breasted Nuthatch 7 9 Du Page (3) 
Monk Parakeet 3 *  67* Cook *(65) White-breasted Nuthatch 90 1 307 Winnebago (98)  
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frnm 1 9  counties to 1 4  counties) . 
The Gray Partridge is sti l l  "hanging 
in there" with the report of two birds 
from De Kalb County. The three 
Sci ssor-tailed Flycatchers (a pai r 
lllH.l a single) were j ust across the 
Big M uddy River from each other in  
Union and Jackson counties. The 
Painted Buntings returned to East 
St. Louis again this year, but not in 
time for the Count. In addition to the 
N orthern Goshawk observed on 
count day in Henry County, another 
had been seen a day earlier in Du 
Page County. With the addition of 
the Great-tailed Grackle to the 
Statewide compilation, the compos
ite l ist has increased to 323 species. 

Species m i ssed 

Although 268 1s one short of 
the best we've ever done, there were 
several species that may bave been 
present that were not reported or 
were ins uffic iently documented. 
Two of the most obvious are tbe Le 
Conte's Sparrow (tbc first year that 
we've not had at least one wel l 
documented record) and the nesting 
Swainson's Hawks. A few other 
"could-have" or "should-have" beens 
include the Horned Grebe, Greater 
White-fronted Goose, Baird's Sand
piper, Short-eared Owl and Painted 
B unting. Of course, another gul l ,  
shorebird, or  waterfowl species may 
have been possible as well .  

Other comments 

Warbl ers and sparrows were 
very wel l -represented in many areas 
and specifically mentioned in 
McLean, Cook, McHenry and Win
n ebago counties. Several warbler 
records that had stood the test of 
time for ten or more years were 
smashed by this year 's count. 
Shorebirds were plentiful  at the 
Hennepin-Hopper Lake Restoration 
Area (Putnam County). Although a 
few Alder and Yellow-bellied Fly
catchers and Connecticut Warblers 
had arrived by count day, some 
records were disqualified for Jack of 
appropriate documentation. Ruby
crowned Kinglets were sti l l  rather 

TABLE 6: Species Accounts for the 2003 Spring Bird Count (cont.) 

Species 
Total No. of 
Co.s Birds 

Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 
Bewick's Wren 

2 1  36 
76 738 

1 2 
House Wren 90 
Winter Wren 2 
Sedge Wren 28  
Marsh Wren 32  
Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 39 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 84 
Eastern Bluebird 90 
Veery 55 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 50 
Swainson's Thrush 76 
Hermit Thrush 33 
Wood Thrush 84 
American Robin 93 
Gray Catbird 89 
Northern Mockingbird 7 1  
Brown Thrasher 93 
European Starling 93 
American Pipit 1 5  
Cedar Waxwing 67 
Blue-winged Warbler 45 
Golden-winged Warbler 43 
Tennessee Warbler 73 
Orange-crowned Warbler 23 
Nashville Warbler 59 
Northern Panila 70* 
Yellow Warbler 79 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 67 

3 629 
2 

1 1 5 
1 65 

5 
501  

3 1 20* 
2 8 1 4  

46 1 
337 

1 260 
1 1 7 

1 264 
26000 
5 1 92* 

728 
22 1 8  
2 8077 

70 
2229 

3 1 9 
4 1 9* 

3 1 88 
1 1 1  

1 609 
9 1 6* 

3055* 
1 327* 

Magnolia Warbler 63 1 277* 
Cape May Warbler 4 1  256 
B lack-thr Blue Warbler 8 23 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 78 6807 

Volume 12, Number 4 

High 
County (Total) 

Two counties (4) 
Union (88) 
Wabash #(2) 
Winnebago (26 1 )  
Two counties ( 1 )  
Will ( 1 7) 
Lake (26) 
Two counties (2) 
Cook ( 1 64) 
Union ( 3 1 4) 
Pike ( 1 30) 
Cook ( 1 05 )  
Union (99) 
Union (256) 
Cook (30) 
Union ( 1 1 3) 
Du Page ( 1 7 1 4) 
Cook *(709) 
Richland (64) 
Boone { 1 03) 
Cook ( 1 677) 
Cook ( 1 9) 
Du Page (250) 
Cook (56) 
Cook (83)  
Knox *(47 1 )  
Cook (27) 
Cook (290) 
Union * ( 1 45 )  
Cook * (399) 
Cook * ( l  96) 
Cook (233) 
Cook (49) 
Cook ( J O) 
Cook (943 ) 

Total No. of 
Species Co.s Birds 

Black-thr Green Warbler 58 1 208  
B lackburnian Warbler 5 1  
Yellow-throated Warbler 34 

532  
208* 

75 
1 24 

Pine Warbler 32  
Prairie Warbler 1 5  
Palm Warbler 70 5 1 40 

240 
4 1 7  

98 

Bay-breasted Warbler 37  
B lackpol l  Warbler 56 
Cerulean Warbler 3 8  
Black-and-white Warbler 69 1 1 35  
American Redstart 78  1 908* 
Prothonotary Warbler 62 620 
Worm-eating Warbler 26 1 67 
Ovenbird 72 1 596 
Northern Waterthrush 62 1 25 6  
Louisiana Waterthrush 
Kentucky Warbler 
Connecticut Warbler 
Mourning Warbler 
Common Yel lowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
Wilson's Warbler 
Canada Warbler 
Yel low-breasted Chat 
Summer Tanager 
Scarlet Tanager 
Eastern Towhee 
American Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Grasshopper Sparrow 

45 1 68 
45 5 1 3  

9# 1 3  
1 7  32  
92  58 1 9* 
26* 67 
37 1 45 
2 1  75 
60 409 
52  425* 
83 1 2 1 4* 
88  1 645 

5 1 8  
92 4879 

8 32  
89  2839 
45 205 
36 258  
60  923 
70 1 1 7 1  

High 
County (Total) 

Lake (227) 
Cook * ( 1 00) 
Union (45) 
Three counties (7)  
Pope (32) 
Cook ( 1 1 87) 
Cook (67) 
Union (52) 
Carroll ( 1 5 )  
Cook (2 14)  
Cook ( 1 86) 
Union ( 1 58 )  
Union (85)  
Cook (304) 
Cook (299) 
Union (5 1 ) 
Union ( 1 77) 
Cook (3) 
Cook (7) 
Cook *(602) 
Union ( 1 6) 
Cook (42) 
Cook ( 1 5) 
Union (9 1 )  
Union ( 1 2 1 )  
Cook * ( 1 77) 
Mason ( 1 03 )  
Cook ( 1 2) 
Winnebago (284) 
Cook ( 1 7) 
Du Page ( 1 86) 
Jo Daviess ( 42 )  
Jo  Daviess (53)  
Cook ( 1 06) 
Jo Daviess (504) 
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common in the northern counties, 
but were virtually absent in the 
south. Indigo Buntings, Eastern 
Kingb i rds, Bobolinks and 
Dickcissels  were very common 
along the levee roads in southern 
Illinois. 

County statistics 

Table 7 provides the county sta
tistics. Without the details of this 
table the results of the count could 
not be analyzed and compared in a 
meaningful way. The columns in the 

TABLE 6: Species Accounts 

table include the county name; 
AREA ( I ,  2, 3 or 4) of the state in 
which the county occurs; the num
ber of species identified; the mnn
ber of countable birds reported; the 
number of participating birders in 
the county; the number of parties 
counting birds in the county; the 
earliest and latest birding times ( in 
the 24-hour system with owling 
hours before and/or after daylight 
hours marked by an asterisk "*"); 
the number of party miles walked 
(W) and driven (D); the number of 

party hours walked (W) and driven 
(D); and the 2003 county coordina
tor/compiler. 

For a handful of counties, the 
number of species listed in Table 7 
m ay be one or two fewer than had 
been submitted by the county com
piler because the documentations 
required for certain species were 
either not provided, or, did not 
describe the bird( s) adequately to 
e l iminate them from other potential 
species. 

for the 2003 Spring Bird Count (cont.) 
Figure 1 provides a convenient pictorial view of 

how well we all did. The upper number is the number of 

species reported and the lower number (in parenthesis), 

the number of observers in the county. The figure read

ily shows how wel l  each county did in comparison to its 

surrounding counties, and, identifies those counties 

where more assistance would be helpful, especially 

those with four or fewer participants. 

Total No. of 
Species Co.s Birds 

Henslow's Sparrow 29* 1 98*  
Nelson's Sharp-tail Sparrow 2 2 
Fox Sparrow 2 
Song Sparrow 9 1  
Lincoln's Sparrow 37 
Swamp Sparrow 39 
White-tbroated Sparrow 75 
Harris 's Sparrow 4 
White-crowned Sparrow 84 
Dark-eyed Junco 4 
Lapland Longspur 
Northern Cardinal 93 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 8 
Blue G rosbeak 32 
Ind igo Bunting 93 
Dickcissel 75 
Bobolink 70 
Red-winged Blackbird 93 
Eastern Meadowlark 92 
Western Meadowlark 24 
Yel low-headed Blackbi rd 8 
Brewer's Blackbird 2 

2 
5 1 20 

5 2 1 *  
1 3 6 1  
5730 

5 
4567 

6 
38  

1 0229 
4 1 1 3 *  

1 68*  
8782* 
3093 
3053 
6 1 845 
5341  

434* 
56 
1 8  

Common Grackle 93 32584 
GRT-TAILED GRACKLE 1 '' 1 *  

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Purple Finch 
House Finch 
Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
I-louse Sparrow 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 

EXOTICS 
NONE 

[Brewster's Warbler 
New Records (* ) 
Tied Records (#) 

1 40 

92 8887 
75 695* 
92 5276 

24 1 66 
86 2322 

1 2 
93 1 03 83 
93 1 6554 
24 424 

1 0  37 
10 3 

High 
County (Total) 

Union (4 1 )  
Two counties ( ! )  
Two counties ( l )  

Du Page (579) 
Cook *(258) 
Cook (299) 
Cook ( 1 542) 
Cook (2) 
Cook ( 1 663) 
Two counties ( 2 )  
McHenry (38)  
Du Page (577) 
Winnebago *(672) 
Union *(47) 
Union *(869 ) 
Union ''' (347) 
Jersey (300) 
McHenry (347 1 )  
Union (327) 
Jo Daviess *(300) 
Cook ( J O) 
Lake ( 1 6) 
La Salle ( 1 863) 
Carroll ''(1 ) 
Winnebago ( 7 1 7) 
Union ( I O I )  
Cook * (405) 
Stephenson ( 1 9) 
Winnebago ( 1 86 )  
Wabash (2) 
Du Page ( 1 1 09 )  
Cook ( 1 603) 
Mason ( 1 20) 

Cook ( ! )] 
2 7  

4 

KRY: 
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TABLE 7: 2003 Cou nty Statistics 

N/R = No Report 

Number of N umber of T l M E  
Cotmt:i Area Sp. Birds Obs. Pt:iS Start-End 
1\dnm 3 I J� 8,211 21 8 �0300-2200* 
Alexander I 1 36 4,674 6 3 *0425- 1 625 
Bond 2 92 1 ,964 3 I 0600- 1 930 
Boone 4 1 39 1 0,66 1 25 1 5  05 30-20 1 5  
Brown 3 1 57 2,086 2 I *0330- 1 730 
l3ureau 4 1 35 4,7 1 l 3 2 *03 30- 1 7 1 5 
Calhoun 2 1 03 5,859 1 2  6 *0500- 1 8 1 5  
Carrol l 4 1 79 8,533 3 3 *O 1 30-20 1 5  
Cass 3 1 22 2,464 3 I *0500- 1 73 0  
Champaign 3 1 62 8 ,560 37 1 8  *0400-2000 
Christian 2 l 1 2  2,226 8 5 "'0400- 1 930 
Clark 2 74 3, 1 4 1  9 5 0730-2 1 30* 
Clay 2 74 66 1 2 l 0520- 1 730 
Clinton 2 1 67 4,249 9 5 *0000- 1 900 
Coles 2 1 1 1  1 ,228 1 1 5 '''0230- 1 720 

M A RK YOU R  CALENDARS! 

The S p ri n g  Bird Count 

2004 = 8 M ay 

2005 = 7 M ay 

2006 = 6 May 

- Vernon M. Kleen 
1 825 Clearvie1A.• Drive Springfield, 

IL 62704 

kleen@quixnet.net 

M i les I-lours 
W/D W/D Count;t Com2i ler 

l '/484 20/59 A l  Dicrke 
9/ 1 80 8/2 1 Ida Domazlicky 
4/ 1 48 3/1 1 Charley Marbut 

62/362 75/2 l Arlene Brie 
5/ 1 50 715 M ichael Ward 
5lt40 51 l 4  Doug Stotz 
4/336 6136 Wilda Sutherland 
9/249 l 3/25 .Jeffrey Baughman 
3/l 1 7  I / I  0 Robert Randal l  

5 1 /3 1 3  74/2 l Beth Chato 
1 9/334 22/ 1 7  lurk Olsou 

2/98 6/ 1 3  Donna Clem 
2/ 1 2 1  317 Terry Esker 

22/400 28/42 Dan Kassebaum 
8/65 1 4/3 T;tler Funk 

Cook 4 1 92 5 1 .25 . I I () 51 *04 1 0-2025 1 9 1 /477 307/38 Duane Heaton 
Crawford 2 1 03 4.42 1 22  7 05 1 5-2030 6/306 8/5 1 Patricia Neighbors 
Cumberland 2 90 82 1 4 2 ''0345 - 1 930 3/32 6/6 Larry Thorsen 
De Kalb 4 1 32 9,943 1 5  7 *0300-2045 3 7/308 48/2 1 Darrell  Shambaugh 
De Witt 3 1 20 2, 1 23 9 6 0600-2 1 00* 7/ 1 60 1 6/8 L. M i ll er-Ishmael 
Douglas 2 97 768 2 l *0430- 1 230 2178 3/4 Ted F'unk 
Du Page 4 1 65 23 ,926 I O I  3 8  ''0450-2 l 00* l 78/264 2 1 6/ 1 9  Bob Fisher 
Edgar 2 84 5 ,273 2 1  8 0530-2245 * 7/292 20/33 Mary Ida Riedell 
Edwards l 80 3 ,79 1 4 4 0540-2020 4/ 1 1 4 6/ 1 9  Elaine M ichels 
EJl'i11glrn111 2 1 1 7 4,055 9 5 *0430-20 1 5  1 6/ 1 85 3 2/ 1 0  Mar}'. Ann Hoeffl iger 
Fayette 2 89 l ,06 1 1 0  7 '"O I  00-2230* 6/97 1 3/2 1 Anhur W Jones 
Ford 3 66 572 2 I ' '05 1 5- 1 730 2/20 6/2 Larry David 
Franklin I 1 05 1 ,492 2 l *0200- 1 900 3/60 6/4 Leonard Stanley 
Fulton 3 l 1 7  4, 1 09 1 2  5 0530- 1 830 l 0/369 9/40 I le len Gasdorf 
Gal latin l 93 838 l I *0300-2030 6/ 1 1 5 1  717 Ron I3rad le� 
G reene 2 1 0 7  L .405 4 2 *05 1 0- 1  1 0  1783 I / l  Dan Marli11 
Grundy 4 ---- N/R 
Ha mi I ton I 1 1 6 3 ,839 14 14 0520-2200''' 28/467 4 1 /34 Hazel Clark 
llancock 3 I O I  3 ,334 I l 5 '''0430-2 1 45 ''' 1 0/242 9127 J. Michael Sal lee 
Hardin I 95 70 1 1 7  4 06 1 0- 1 845 l /90 l /9 El izabeth Raikes 
l lcnderson 3 1 27 2,7 1 3  8 6 *04 1 5- 1 925 1 4/237 l 7/23 Chuck Lei b  
I l enry 4 1 07 l ,455 2 l '''0400- 1 700 3/ 1 5  l 417 Randy Nyboer 
I roq uo is 3 97 2 .65 1 1 0  5 0630-2 1 ()()"' l 6/ l 55 l 7/ 1 7  Robert Dannehl 
Jackson I 1 3 1  4,004 7 3 '''03 05- 1 935 1 1 /250 1 3/ 1 8 Rhonda Rothrock 
Jaseer 2 9 1 l . 1 42 2 l '''0500- 1 700 5/60 4/6 Scott Simpson 

Tahll' 7 .. C01ttim1,·d 011 Jll'.\ f pagl' 
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TABLE 7: 2003 County Statistics, continued 

Number of Number of T I M E  Miles Hours 
County Area Sp. B irds Obs. Ptys Start-End W/D W/D County Compi ler 

Jefferson 1 ------- N/R 
Jersey 2 132 3,5 1 3  1 0  2 0630- 1 700 1 / 1 1 9  219 Gilbert Ives 
Jo Daviess 4 142 1 2 ,953 28 8 *0000- 1 900 2 1/585 2 1/65 Grace Storch 
Johnson 1 89 1 ,258 2 1 *0500-2000 2/40 613 Ray Boehmer 
Kane 4 1 56  15 ,404 50 22 *05 1 0-2030 94/46 1 1 36/36 Robert Montgomery 

Kankakee 4 1 44 5 , 1 3 8  2 3  1 1  *0500-2 1 00* 23/ 178  40/ 12  Etta Aubertin 
Kendall 4 1 24 4,024 30 1 3  *0000- 1 730 54/223 76/22 Dave Ramsden 
Knox 3 1 63 1 2 ,928 27 1 6  *0000-2200* 32/732 50172 Phil Reyburn 
Lake 4 1 8 1  23,5 1 0  47 1 8  *0330-2330* 109/448 1 42/29 Danny Diaz 
La Salle 4 1 66 1 3 ,605 29 1 3  *0400-2030 56/8 1 3  63159 John McKee 

Lawrence 2 -�---- N/R 
Lee 4 1 1 2 1 ,980 6 4 05 1 5 - 1 730 1 2/97 1 8/ 10  John Bivins 
Livingston 3 ------ N/R 
Logan 3 1 04 3,906 22 9 0520-2000 1 5/332 24/22 Margaret Lanterman 
Macon 3 1 34 2,662 1 3  6 *04 1 5- 1 930 1 9/ 178  261 1 3  Ross Thompson 

Macoupin 2 84 655 2 l *0430- 1 6 1 5  6140 7/2 Vicki Hedrick 
Madison 2 1 42 4,762 1 4  6 *0000-2200* 24/267 321 1 3  Frank Holmes 
Marion 2 89 2,226 6 3 0530-1 500 3/125 411 3  Terry Esker 
Marshall 3 1 02 2,666 5 2 *0500- 1 600 3 1 160 3117 Mary Hill 
Mason 3 1 62 9,438 1 3  5 *0400- 1 830 32/265 391 1 8  Richard Bjorklund 

Massac I 1 57 3,762 5 4 *0 1 00- 1 800 1 71 1 80 2 1/ 1 0  Frank Bennett 
McDonough 3 142 1 0,390 29 1 8  *0100-2000 53/3 1 6  76/42 David/Heidi Benson 
McHenry 4 1 64 1 6,256 50 30 *0430-20 1 5  67/6 1 0  77/59 David Frey 
McLean 3 149 1 1 ,280 1 7  7 *0500-2000 33/320 42/23 Dale Birkenholz 
Menard 3 1 14 1 ,97 1 4 3 0600- 1 940 1 0/84 1 1 /8 Ken Lockhart 

Mercer 4 1 1 8  2,589 3 3 *0000- 1 930 21 1 9 1  4/26 Bill Bertrand 
Monroe 1 1 1 7 3 ,400 9 4 *0435-1730 1 31 120  1 9/ 14  Mary Regan 
Montgomery 2 1 08 1 ,403 3 2 0700- 1 935 1 5/ 1 1 5  1 1/8 Mark Phipps 
Morgan 2 --·------� N/R 
Moultrie 2 76 788 4 2 0520- 1 930 3/45 512 Eric Smith 

Ogle 4 56 445 0600-2000 414 6/52 Richie Wolf 
Peoria 3 ----·--- N/R 
Perry 1 1 1 7 3,460 2 2 0530- 1 830 1 1 /2 1 2  91 1 3  Brian Chandler 
Piatt 3 1 25 4,279 1 9  1 2  *0450-2 1 00* 25/ 1 47 301 1 2  Charlene Anchor 
Pike 2 1 35  7,006 1 9  1 1  *0500-2005 61490 8/42 Evelyn Hoover 

Pope 1 1 1 2 2,8 1 7  7 3 *0500- 1 830 711 72 1 5 1 16  Daniel Spivey 
Pulaski J 1 14 2,0 1 2  5 3 *0500-2 130* 2/1 1 6  6/ 16  Bob Lindsay 
Putnam 4 1 1 8 3 ,350 3 2 *0430-2000 6190 7/5 Michele Simone 
Randolph 1 1 3 8  4,4 1 1 9 3 *0435-2200* 1 2/275 1 71 13  Ann  Sanders 
Richland 2 1 02 8 , 1 94 1 5  7 0545- 1 945 1 0/376 1 1 143 Frank Storment 

Rock Island 4 1 5 1  6,8 1 8  1 8  9 *0500- 1 8 1 5  1 5/4 1 2  29/36 Tim Murphy 
St. Clair 1 143 6,087 7 5 0525-20 1 5  23/362 35/ 1 7  Richard Call 
Saline l -- ----�------- N/R 
Sangamon 2 1 5 8  5,5 1 6  6 5 *0400-2000 1 2/292 1 7/25 David Bohlen 
Schuyler 3 64 2,476 58 7 0800- 1 800 9/43 7/ 10  Harold Hedden 

Scott 2 1 08 2,377 7 3 0520- 1 730 6/1 65 8/1 6  Steve Tavender 
Shelby 2 1 30 3 , 1 99 8 4 *0500-2030 1 3/277 221 1 0  Karen Forcum 
Stark 3 �------- N/R 
Stephenson 4 94 4,992 1 5  5 0600- 1 500 36/243 20/25 George Visel 
Tazewel l  3 1 02 2,752 I 1 0520- 1930 5/1 68 519 Mike Miller 

Union 1 1 67 1 2,845 J O  7 *0145-2000 28/457 28/49 Vernon Kleen 
Vermilion 3 149 7,923 1 3  9 0530-2 1 30* 25/380 39126 Marilyn Campbell 
Wabash 1 1 26  1 ,770 1 0  5 0600-2030 1 1 /98 2 1 1 1 3  Gary Adams 
Warren 3 63 939 10 8 0600- 1 900 6153 7/6 Lynn Schoonover 
Washington I 93 1 ,007 4 2 0700-2300* 41 1 1 1  1 4/3 Martin Kemper 

Wayne J ��--- N/R 
White I 86 690 4 3 *0500- 1 900 9/82 1 6/ 10  Mark Fridley 
Whiteside 4 1 1 1  2 ,0 1 1 4 2 0530- 1 830 10/2408 7/6 Carol Jackley 
Will 4 1 66 1 6,277 44 1 7  *0300-2000 48/498 59/33 Jim Kelly 
Williamson I 1 39 5,797 1 2  7 *0430-2000 22/237 27/27 Tracy Evans 
Winnebago 4 1 63 2 1 ,506 33 1 5  *04 1 0-2230* 1 42/5 1 9  1 1 3/35 Jack Armstrong 
Woodford 3 77 1 00 1 2 I 06 15 - 1 430 2/1 1 0  3/8 Brenda Garman 
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F ield Notes 

Magnolia Warbler dra wing hy James T Ziebol. 
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2 0 0 3  Spring Migration 

The 2003 spring migration season was fairly uneventful. 
Reports were received for 294 routine species, plus 1 4  species 
requiring review by the I l l inois Ornithological Records 
Committee. 

The onset of this spring's migration was the l atest in the 
history of this journal (dating to 1 992) .  For example, only two 
lone songbirds were reported as migrant arrivals in northern 
J l l inois for the entire month of February - one American Pipit, 
and one American Tree Sparrow. This was the first spring since 
1 993 in  which, e.g. , northern arrivals of Song Sparrows, Red
winged Blackbirds, Common Grackles, and Brown-headed 
Cowbirds were a l l  delayed until M arch. 

Among non-passerines, the list of northern arrival dates in 
February was exhausted by six species of ducks at Ch icago's 
Jackson Park, one of which was also reported in Kane County. 
Elsewhere in the state, reports of February arrivals were con
fined lo three additional species of ducks, plus single reports 
of four Horned Grebes, eight Sandhill Cranes, one Killdeer, 
five American Woodcocks, one Fox Sparrow, and 8 1  Rusty 
Blackbirds. 

Of course, robins, grackles, and cowbirds eventually did 
show up statewide, but the trend toward late appearances con
tinued through the spring. Weather certainly played a role, as 
this spring was nearly a carbon copy of the previous one. It was 
cold, wet, and dreary over much of the state, but overly dry in 
the south, with a couple of brief fronts of hot weather in April. 

The first big push of routine migrants was recorded state
wide on Saturday 8 March. Reports of migrant arrivals were 
received for a remarkable 45 species on this date, more than on 
any other date this spri ng. Indeed, excluding the Spring Bird 
Count (SBC) date, 8 March is the second most frequent date 
cited below, only narrowly edged out by the first Saturday in 
May. The next most frequent date documents the first weekend 
day when the backlog of early migrants finally made it to the 
northern tier of the state on Sunday, 1 6  March. 

April began with a minor warm front, followed by subnormal 
temperatures unti I a blast of hot weather rolled in under gusty 
southwest winds on 14- 1 5  Apri l .  This front wns evidently just 
a bit too early in the season to precipitate widespread migra
tion (only one high count amid this front merited boldfacing), 
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although 36 species were reported as migrant arrivals over the 
two-day stretch, the most notable being a record-early Cape 
May Warbler. 

The highl ight of May was the unusual coincidence of 
excellent conditions for migration and the statewide SBC on 
1 0  May. While no all-time high counts were attained, counts 
for four species (Yellow-billed Cuckoo, White-eyed Vireo, 
Indigo Bunting, and Orchard Oriole) were second only to the 
SBC of 1 99 1 ,  and the highest counts of the 2003 spring 
passage were obtained on the SBC for 65 species, of which 
50 were passerines. 

Waterfowl data were fairly routine this spring, with a few 
boldfaced high counts and dates. A tally of 300,000 Snow 
Geese at Carlyle Lake is nearly unprecedented, but for a like 
count at this site in  February of 200 I .  The one h igher count 
(320,000) in the l l l inois journals is  an aerial survey datum 
from Feb 1 997 .  The most unusual date of occurrence among 
waterfowl was provided by Il l inois '  first June record for 
Harlequin Duck. 

Interesting loon records included an inland Red-throated 
Loon at Marion County and a very late Common Loon al 
Champaign County on 1 1  Jun. Grebes were rather well report
ed, highlighted by a very late Red-necked Grebe on 1 7  May. 
The boom in American White Pelican populations continued 
primarily via increased numbers in northeastern Illinois, where 
over 1 000 individuals were found at various sites. Among the 
new record high counts set this spring, the tally of 1 7,000 
Double-crested Cormorants at Rend Lake was certainly 
among the most astonishing. 

Populations of herons and egrets were normal lo low; species 
below-par were Least B ittern, Great Egret, and Ye l low
crowned Night-Heron. One of the best finds amid a warm front 
in early April was a White-faced I bis on the very early date of 
3 April.  Swarming insects attracted phenomenal concentra
tions of up to 83 Mississippi Kites in Alexander County. An 
article about thi s  phenomenon will  appear in the nexl issue of 
Meadowlark. lt was no real fl ight year for Northern Goshawks, 
so two very late records (incl uding one from southern I l l ino is )  
came as a surprise. 

143 



Four reports ofYellow Rails is the largest turnout since 1 995. 
Sandhill Cranes were widely reported, with an impressive 
flight of several thousand over Cook County on 1 6  March. 
Shorebirds provided a good variety of highlights. Illinois' 
fourth documented Snowy Plover, found at Meredosia Lake, 
was among the greatest rarities of the season. Carlyle Lake 
again hosted some remarkable concentrations of shorebirds, 
including 500 Greater Yellowlegs, 2000 Lesser Yellowlegs, 
4000 Pectoral Sandpipers and 1 5  Baird's Sandpipers. 
Elsewhere in the state, 107 Solitary Sandpipers were tallied 
in a panoramic scan of a flooded lowland at H avana, and 2 1  
Marbled Godwits visited Waukegan. 

No unusual species of gulls or terns were reported; the most 
noteworthy record among these groups was a flight of 80 
Least Terns in interior Massac County. Black-billed Cuckoo 
had another poor season, whi le  counts of up to 74 Yellow
billed Cuckoos in southern Illinois are the first single-party 
tallies in excess of 1 5  birds since the standing record count of 
9 1  birds from the 1 99 1  SBC. 

A Burrowing Owl was an unexpected treat for a few birders 
in Champaign County during its one-day stay. See article and 
photos in this i ssue. Reports of other owl species were normal 
to low; poor numbers of Great Horned Owls in particular 
may be connected to West Nile Virus. An impressive spring 
tally of 1 58 Common Nighthawks in far southern Illinois is 
surprising in l ight of this species' decline in recent years. Also 
surprising was a record high count of27 Chuck-will 's-widows 
on 8 M ay, as the few previous spring tallies in excess of I 0 
birds have all been SBC data. I l linois' first spring record for 
Rufous Hummingbird was provided by an adult male pho
tographed in Lee County. A record-shattering tally of over 1 15 
Yel low-bellied Sapsuckers in Lake County is likely to remain 
a state record for years to come. 

Highlights among passerines were modest. There were poor 
numbers of Blue Jays and American Crows (West Nile Virus?), 
while a count of 1 50 Fish Crows is 50% higher than previous 
spring data. A couple of stunning flights involving many thou
sands of swallows, dominated by Bank, Cliff and Barn 
Swallows, were reported at mid-May, although actual counts 
and species distribution are vague. 

Sincere thanks are extended to the following observers, who 
supplied all the data for the 2500+ records included in this 
summary. These observers are credited by their initials follow
ing each record; disambiguating citation forms are indicated 
where needed. As in previous reports, the sequencing of 
observers below is based on alphabetization of last and first 
initials or citation forms rather than on alphabetization of last 
names: B il l  Atwood, Douglas Anderson, Jill Anderson, Cindy 
Alberico (CAI), Carmen Arendt (CAr), Arlene Brei, Frank 
Bennett, H .  David Bohlen, Jeff Baughman, Joan C. Bruchman, 
Michael T. Bowers, Nancy Bent, Paul Biggers, Scott 
B aughman, Steven D. Bailey, Tadas Birutis, Todd E .  B ugg, 
Richard & Sigurd Bjorklund (R&SBj),  Marilyn Bell (MBI), 
Margaret Baker (MBr), Mike Baltz (MBz), David Currie, 
Elizabeth Chato, Jeff Chapman, Karin Cassel, Melinda Born 
Chapman, Paul Clyne, Shawn Clubb, Spring Bird Count ( 1 0  
May 2003), Scott L .  Carpenter, Peter Cruikshank (PCk), 
Alfred Dierkes, Danny Diaz, Donald R. Dann, Karl David, Pat 
Durkin, Sheryl DeVore, Jason Ebaugh, Darlene Fiske, 
Matthew Fraker, Robert & Karen Fisher, Sue Friscia, Steven 
Freed (SFd), David Fletcher (DFr), Urs Geiser, Ann Harness, 
Brian Herriott, Cary Hillegonds, Caroline & Leo Herzenberg, 
Frank Holmes, James E. Hampson, Ken Hampson, L. Barrie 
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For the sixth consecutive spring, populations of Veery as 
well as Gray-cheeked and Swainson's Thrushes were disturb
ingly poor. A Varied Thrush lingering into May provided a 
record late date for Illinois (see photos published in this 
report) and one of only a handful or so of records applicable to 
spring migrants. 

Several warbler species logged significantly early arrival 
dates (see species accounts), with the most extraordinarily 
early being a Black-and-white Warbler at Carlyle Lake amid 
the heavy migration of 1 6  March. The most unexpected war
bler of the spring was a Palm Warbler of the distinctive eastern 
subspecies, documented in Du Page County on I 0 April. 

Passages of sparrows were generally about par. A tally of 
1 ,380 White-throated Sparrows at Chicago set a new Illinois 
high count, and 26 singing Henslow's Sparrows at Goose Lake 
Prairie provide the highest spring tally for northern I l l inois. 
A Blue Grosbeak photographed at a Cook County feeder the 
first two days of March was wholly out of season and had 
presumably wintered locally. A remarkable single-observer 
SBC count of331 Indigo Buntings in Union County is second 
only to the multiple-observer tally of 768 from the same 
county during the 1 99 1  SBC. 

Interesting records among blackbirds included a record high 
count of 300 Bobolinks at Jackson County and near-record 
highs of 80,000 Common Grackles and 29 Orchard Orioles. 
Illinois' first spring record for Great-tailed Grackle was pro
vided by a female photographed in Carroll County on the SBC. 
It  was not a flight year for winter finches. 

The foundation of this summary is the detailed information 
on migration l imits and populations as submitted directly to 
the compiler (or indirectly via the Illinois Department of 
Conservation) by field observers across the state. Migration 
limits and maximum counts are provided, where available, 
from each of the three subsections of Il linois - North, Central, 
and South - as mapped out in Bohlen's ( 1 978) Annotated 
Check-list of the Birds of Illinois. Additional data are selec
tively included for species and areas of special interest. 

Hunt, Larry L .  Hood, Mary Ann Hoeffliger, Roger Hayes, 
Robert D. H ughes, Ted Harms, Rhetta Jack, Allison Klement, 
Dan M. Kassebaum, David Kvernes, John Koch, Maggie 
Kurcz, Vernon Kleen, Craig Litteken, Joe Lill, Vicki Lang, 
Carolyn Marsh, Don Mullison, Dan E. Mil ler, D. James 
Mountjoy, Joe Merkelbach, Keith McMullen, Richard 
Messenger, Mike Matson, Travis A. Mahan, Thomas U. May, 
Walter Marcisz, Michael O'Connell, Marcella Parunko, Peter 
Page, Harriet Rylaarsdam, Jennette S. Rader, Marjory A .  
Rand, Michael L .  Retter, Phil Reyburn, Roger Reason, 
Rhonda S. [Monroe] Rothrock, Wil l iam Rowe, Alan Stokie, 
David E. Semler, Douglas F. Stotz, Darrell J. Shambaugh, 
Eric Secker, Illinois Ornithological Society (field trips), 
James F. Steffen, Joseph L .  Suchecki, James 0. Smith, Jeffrey 
R. Sanders, Leonard Stanley, Midge Saunders, Marsha J. 
Steffen, Muriel R. Smith, Thomas S .  Schulenberg, Wes 
Serafin, Jeff Sundberg (JSg), Jim Solum (JSm), Janice Sweet 
(JSt), Berdeau H. (Bernie) Twait, Craig Thayer, Jennifer 
Templeton, Al lan Welby, Daniel T. Wil liams, Jr., Eric Walters, 
Geoffrey A. Williamson, Kate Weber, Patrick Ward, Peter 
Weber (PWe), Allen & Pat Yenerich, Jerry & Jody Zamirowski, 
and James P. Ziebol .  
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G reater White-fronted Goose 

EA: 4 Mar ( 1 2) ,  Lks Hiverbcll(\ ( F.C) ;  l:\ Mar (!1 ) ,  Rm· C. lllackwcll Fl' (Du l'agc 
Cu) (I'S ) ;  16 Mar (2'i0) ,  l l c1'1orlh ( M cLean Co) (TEil) . MC: 3442, Chau, 1 :) Mar 
(Il&SBj) -rwml number 

'
ror ccosos roulc i ni ti aled i n  J <l%-'J7 ( l{&Sll) ) ;  5:15. 

Durand (Winnebago Co), n Mar (DT\V); '>Oil, Carl.C, 8 Ma1' ( l>MK); 300, 
Evergreen I. ( Mel.can Co) ,  U Mar ( M l.I!) . LO: 25 Mar (. ) 2 ) ,  P11lashi (ill (KM); 23 
Mar, llL (Fl!) ; 20 Mar (4), near Vic1rn·ia (Knox Co) (DJ M ) . Olhc.r· 3-26 Mny 
( i n j ured) , C<1rl.F ( JlM K) 

Snow Goose 

EA: 4 Mar (2), Llis llivcrbend (EC); 8 Mar ClOO, both white & blue morphs), nw. 
of Mariella (hilton Co) (LUI); 'J M ar ( 2 ) ,  lllackhawk Fl' ( Kane Co) (ES) . MC: 
300.000, Carl .C, 6 Mar ( D M K) ;  1 5.448 (816.) white morph, 7285 blue morph), 
Chau, l:\ Mar ( ll&Sllj)-rccord high counts for posl-Fcbruary spring migrants; 
2'>70, Pomona, 3 Mar (HSIO ; 600, Galesburg (Knox Co) ,  20 Mar (�J M ) .  l.D: 3 

Mav ( 20) ,  C<u" l .C (D,vll(l ; 2(1 :\pr ( 1 6) .  Tamalco (Bond Co) ( ' 1/I M ) . <Hhcr: r n  
May ( in jured) , CarU: (IJMK) . 

Ross's Goose 

EA: I �  Mar, El-crgrceo I .  (Mel.can Co) (MLIO; 22 Mar, Durand (IVioo('hago Co) 
( DTIV) . MC: 8, Carlson I. ( Fu lton Co) ,  S ,\pr (T:I M ) ;  .'\ , Carl . I ., 2 Mar ( K M ) .  1.0: 
2 May (ad. ) ,  tlrl i ngton l lcights (Cook Co ) (li\V, ''JCll :pl1 . ) ;  h :\pr (p1 1ssihll· 
i nju red) ,  Mel.can CrJ (l'S, M llC, . JC) : 2 Mar U ) ,  C;1rl . I .  ( KM ) .  Onlv 11 h i te morph 
i ndividuals rcporicd. 

C a n a d a  Goose 
MC: 25011, l!CCll, 22  Feb ( K M ) ;  l 'l'l'J, Chau, (J Mar (R&Sllj ) ;  ';00, Carl.C, I S  Mar 
( DM K) . "Richardson's Goose": MC: 211, Evergreen L ( Me l .can Co) ,  I :l Mar 
( M LH) ;  7 ,  l'arnell (DcWilt C1 1) , 4 Mar (TA M )  

Mute Swa n 
Ell: 2 Mar (2) , l.i11c.P (Gtl\VJ ; 6 Mai· ( 2 ) ,  Evanston ( l ilV) . MC: 51, \Volf l., I.Cal , 8 
Mar (WM) ; 30, Spring L (Tazewell Co) ,  12 May (VK, l'IV cl al . ) ;  2,  l l L, 25-27 May 
(DMK).  LD: J .)1111 (4) ,  Montrose H (GAW) ; 2� Apr (pair  migrating north ) ,  
Eva11sto11 (EW) ; 6 Apr, (;rundy C o  ( M llC) . 

The following abbreviations have been used throughout this report: 

EA 
MC 
L D  
m .ob. 
:ph. 
:video 

IORC 

ad. 
imrn. 
CA 
F P  
(S)FWA 
L 
( S)NA 
N WR 
p 
R 
SP 
Wds 

Earliest Arrivals 
Maximum Counts 
Latest Departures 
many observers 
photographed record 
videotaped record 
documented record 
Illinois Ornithological 
Records Committee 
adult(s) 
immature(s) 
Conservation Area 
Forest Preserve 
(State) Fish & Wildl ife Arca 
Lake 
(State) Natural Area 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Park 
River 
State Park 
Woods 

Transparent direct ionals: 
(n. = north( em), ne. = northeast(crn), 
etc.) are used where appl icable . 

I leadings for species requir ing JORC review 
in raiis of J l l i nois or in some plumages arc 
u nder-lined, wh i le those for spcdcs requiring 
rev iew of all records arc CAPITALIZED 
AND U N DERLINED. T l10sc not yet voted on 
by IORC arc enclosed in brackets in the main  
body o r  the rqmrl. Noteworthy dates and sites 
of occurrence and remarkably h i gh counts for 
the slate as a whole or for rarticula r regions or 
the state are underlined and boldfaced, and 
some further cdi!oria\ remarks arc boldfaced. 

Where dates of occurrence within a given 
subsection of J l l inois arc identical, arriva l  dates 
arc arranged norlh tu south within thal  subsec
tion, and departures are �H"rn ngccl :;oulh to north. 
Jdcnt ica \ 111axi111u111 counts arc sequenced by 
date, and secondarily north to south. 

The I LJLJ6 Dc Lonnc /l/i11oi.1· 1/t/£11" & 
Ca:l'lll'<'I' has been used as a standard llir 
spel l i ng of most place names. Remarks on lhe 
histnrical significance of 1\;coo'ds arc informed 
a l most cnti 1·e\y by Ouhlcn's l 98LJ !Jirds of 
/l/i11oil' and the sc<isonal su 111nH11'ics in  !he sub
sequently pub I i s hcd 1 1 \ i nuis journals. 

Vol ume 12, N umber 4 

Bruce W M A  
8usey Wds 

Carl .B/C/F 
Carl . L  
Chau 
Chi 
ChiBotGdn 
Chinquap i n  Psv 
Clin.L 
Crab Or. 
Decatur 
Evanston 
Fish h k  
F t  Massac 
Grant P 
GrtLakes 
Hennepin L 
Heron Pond 
H L  
H u m i slon Weis 
l BS P  
I L  
I IT campus, Chi 
Indian Rdg N, LCal 
J P  
Knox College 
LCal 
Linc.P 
Lks R ivcrbcncl 
M.Arb 
Merine! L 
Montrnse H 
M Price L&D 
P:.ilos area 
Pecatonica 
Pomona 
Pr. Rclg 
Rend L 
Rock Cut 
Rockfi.I 
S a lt Crk 
Spoon L 
UCCA 
Urban:.i 

Wauk 
Winthrnp H 

Bruce Wi ld l ife Management Area ( M oultrie Co) 

Busey Woods, Urbana (Champaign Co) 
Carly le Lake (Bond Co/Cl i nton Co/Fayet te Co) 
Carly le Lake (county unspecified) 
Chautauqua National Wi ld l ife Refuge ( M ason Co) 
Chicago (Cook Co) 
Chicago Botanic Garden, G l encoe (Cook Co) 
Chinquapin N ature Preserve (Woodford Co) 
Clinton Lake (DeWill Co) 
Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge (Wi lliamson Co) 
Decntur ( Macon Co) 
Evanston (Cook Co) 
Fishhook Wi l d l i fe M anagement Arca ( Moultrie Co) 
Fort Massac State Park ( M assac Co) 
Grant Park, Chicago (Cook Co) 
Great Lakes Naval Training Center (Lake Co) 
Hennepin-Hopper Lake ( Putnam Co) 
Heron Pond-Little B lack Slough Natural Area (Johnson Co) 
Horseshoe Lake ( Madison Co) 
Humiston Woods ( Livingston Co) 
I l l i nois 8each State Park (Lake Co) 
I l l i nois 
I l l inois Institute ofTechnology campus, Ch icago (Cook Co) 
Indian Ridge Marsh North, L Ca l u met area (Cook Co) 
Jackson Park, Ch icago (Cook Co) 
Knox Col lege field station (Green 0�1ks) (Knox Co) 
Lake Calumet area (southeastern Cook Co) 
Lincoln Park, Chicago (Cook Co) 
Lakes at Rivcrbend (former Maho111cl gravel pits) (Champaign Co) 
Morton Arboretum, Lisle (Du Page Co) 
Mer111et Lake ( Massac Co) 
Monlrnse Harbor, Chicago (Cook Co) 
Mel Price Lock & Dam (Madison Co) 
Palos Forest Preserves area (southwestern Cook Co) 
Pecatonica (Winnebago Co) 
Pomona (Jackson Co) 
Prai rie Ridge State N atural Area (Jasper Co) 
Rend Lake ( Frankl in  & Jefferson Cos) 
Rock Cut State Park (Winnebago Co) 
Rockford (Win nebago Co) 
Salt Creek (Cook Co) 
Spoon Lake ( Knox Co) 
U n ion County Conservation Arca ( U nion Co) 
Urbana (Champaign Cn) 
Waukegan ( Lak<: Co) 

Winthrop H arbor ( i ncluding Norlh Po i n l  Marina) ( Lake Co) 
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Tu ndra Swan 
EA: l Mar (through 1 9  Apr), Crnmp Pond (Woodford Co) (MF); 13 Mar, 
Evergreen L (Mdeun Clo) (ML!() ; 1 4  Mar (2.), Hennepin I. (DFS, PCk) . MC: 3,  
Chau ,  winter - 3 i\t)r (R&SBj) .  LD: 25 Apr (irnm.),  Clin.J. (TAM) ; 1 5  Apr, L Depue 
(Bureau Co) (DI�, PCk); 8 Mar, Menne! I. (KM). 

Wood Duck 
EA:  4 Mar ( 12 ) ,  Lks ltiverbend (EC); 8 Mar (5) ,  St. Charles (Kane Co) (ES) ; 16 
Mar (male) , JP (SJ,C, PC) . MC: 143, Chau, 20 Mar (R&SBj) ;  59,  sw. Union Co,  lO 
May (VK, MTB) ; 50, Marshall Co, 26 Apr (DFS) ;  25 ,  Pecatonica, 1 0  May (DTW) ; 
23, Montrose H, 3 Apr (GAW) . 

Gadwall 
£A: 2.1 Feb (l pairs), JP (PC, KC); 22 Feb (6), Mennet L (KM, l'B, DM K) ; 18 Mar 
( 1) , Kanc,�lle (Kane QJ) (DJS); - M:tr (9), Boone Co (AB, MAR) . MC� 2 151!, 
HL, 26 Mar (KM); l 30, J lcnnepln 1., 3 Apr (DFS) ; 796, Chau , I May (ll&SBj) . 
W: 17 Ma)' ( , Putnam Co (KM); I Mity (male) ,  LCal (EW), 10 Ma)', BL (I'l l) ;  
2 M:1y, nt!;1r Ylcloria (Knn� Cu) (OJM). 

American Wigeon 
EA: 22 Feb (25 ) ,  Pulaski Co (KM, DMK, FB) ; 12  Mar ( 1 2 ) ,  Ll<s Riverbend (EC) ; 
14 Mar (2) ,  Tekakwilha Wds }'P (Kane Co) (ES); 25 Mar (pair) , JP (PC, DC) . MC: 
705, Hennepin L, 3 Apr (DFS) ; 548, Chau, IO Apr (R&SBj) ;  100, Grassy L (Union 
Co) , 4 Apr (KM, CT) . W: 17 May, Carl.C (DMK); 14 May (male) ,  LCal (EW);  I 
May (3) , Knox Co (DJM). 

American Black D u ck 
.BA: '26 llch, l,k Riverbeml (EC)'; 8 Mar (2) ,  St. Charles (Kane Co) (ES) ; 14 Mar 
(8), Wolf I., J.<�il (CM), MC: 1 54, Chau, 13 Mar (H&SBj) ;  52, Heidecke I. (Grundy 
Co) ,  I M�r (G1\W); 30, Carll, 2 1'eb (KM); 30, Roy C. Blackwell FP (Du Page Co) , 
21 May (J ,) . t.D: .I l May, l!v:msmn (GAW) ; 9 Apr (3),  Crab Or. (KM); 23 Mar (2),  
Carl.C (l)MK) .  

Mallard 
MC: 48,482, Chau, 15 Mar (R&SBj) ;  6500, Carl.L, 2 Feb (KM); 950, Putnam Co, 
14 Mar (DFS, PCk) ; 500, Carl.C, 12 Apr (DMK); 130, Evanston , Hi Mar (EW) . LO 
(far south) 4 Apr ( 1200), Grassy L (Union Co) (KM, CT) . 

Blue-winged Teal 
HA' B Mar (2 males) Bruce WMA (TAM): R Mnr (2) ,  Johnson Co (KMJ; 9 Mar, 
llJ, (HI) ;  1 6  Mnr (pair), El'an'lon (l!W); 22 Mar (2) , Pca1tonica (IJl'W). MC: 
1 096, Chau, 1 7  Apr ( lt&SBj): 1 000, Carl.C1 30 Mar (OMK); ·900, l'nmk Bellro:>e 
Refuge (Pula�ki Co), 2 1  A1\r (R R, 011.) ; 305, Hennepin l, r Apr (.DF , !'Gk); 
200+ "( ... 111osl ever here)", Mdiinriis Sluugl1, l�1l(1- :1.rea, early Apr (� ') . ID: 1 5 
May (male) ,JP  (KC), ce next for hybrid. 

I 
• • . - ! - ..,11 •• "' • 

Cinnamon Teal (lefi) with Blue-winged Teal (right) at 
Horseshoe Lake, Madison County. 28 April 2003. Photo by 
Frank Holmes. 

CINNAMON TEAL 

LD: 28 Apr (male) , HI. (SC, FH, DMK). Hybrid: Cinnamon x Blue-winged 
Teal: 6 Apr (male) , Cari.C (DMK), 

Northern S hoveler 
llA: 8 M.nr (3), Hoy C Blackwell FP (Du Page Co) (ES, UG); 1 2  Mar ( 12) ,  I.ks 
Rtverbend (EC); 16 Mar ( 10) ,  JP (PC, Sf.C) . MC: .!iiZQ, Clum, 3 Apr (ll&SBj) ;  

, Cle:1 r J. (Mason Co) , 20 A p r  (R&SBj) ;  1 650, Ilcnn ·pin I,  I "  Apr (UF , l'Ck); 
lGOO {800 at each of �vo sites) , Carl.C & O'Fallon (SI. Clnlr Co), 30 Mar ( DMJ<) . 
LD: 18 May (male) , LCal (WM) ; 17 May (8), Putnam Co (KM); 10 May, HL (l'M). 
Northern P intail 
IJA: II Mar (5), Wolf I., I.Cal (WM) ; 15 Mar (2) , llJven;idc P, SI. Chnrles (!fan Go) 
(ES): 1 5  Mar (20) , A1·c1lla rrmrsh (DeW'ill QJ) ( JlO), MC: 1 6�>4. Cluw, 1 3  �lar 
(R<'l<Sllj); 10 11, Clc:u· 1. (Mason Co) , 20 Mill: (l{&SBJ); 1000, C:arl.L, l fhh (KM); 
I O, Uenncpln I., I Mar (DllS): 7J  "(blghe>I C\•cr for me In 1hJ:; :u:e:1)", McCiinn( 
lough , l'ltlos arei1 , - 1  Mar (WS). LI): 10 111.y, Cnrl.C (DMK); IO M:1y (2) ,  I II, 

( Fl!); 25 Apr (male), l,.Cal (.l!W). 
Green-winged Teal 
EA: 22 Feb ( 100) , Jolrnson Co KM, OMK, I'll) ; J 2 Mar 1) , I.kl mv�rbend (EC) ; 
14 Mar, Tekakwitha Wds FP (Knnc CO) (ES); J 6 Mar (male) , JP (Sl.C) . MC: 5050, 
Clear L (Mason Co) , 27 Mar (R&SUj)j J Z-8, Cima, 3 pr (ll&Sllj)� 800, Garl.C, 0 
Mar (DMK); 460, Hen nepin I, 3 Apr t DFS) ; J OO, Pr.Rd!l, 2 1  Mar (KM, L) . lil>: 1 8  
May (male) , LCal (WM) ;  l 7 t.fa)' ((1) , 1'11111a111 C: o  0®)· J I) May ( 5 ) ,  ,arl.C (OMK). 
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Canvasback 
EA: 4 Mar ( 1 2),  I.ks Rivc.rbend (EC). MC: l , C:u-1.C, G Mar (DMK); "1000s," 
Mississippi R (Henderson & l l:mcock Gos) , l6 Ma.r {DJM); 154, Hennepin L, 1 4  
Mar (DFS, PGk); 150, Sprh1g L (Carroll Co , 10 1\pr (DTW), LD: 24 May, sewage 
lagoons at Moumciu1h (W:1rre.i1 Co) (PIO; 10 M:iy, I.IL (I'll) ;  26 Apr, Hennepin L 
(DFS) ;  5 Apr, Gn1ssy I. (Union QJ) (KM, I'll, CT): 3 Apr (4), Montrose H (GAW).  

Redhead 
EA: 1 9  l'cb (9) . JP (KC); i! Mar, lilnckhawk l'I' (Kane Co) (ES); 12 Mar (4) , Lks 
Riverbcnd (EC) . MC: L20, lknnepiu L, 14 Mar (DFS, PCk) ; 55, Calumet P, I.Cal, 
8 Mar (CM); 30, Carl.C, 15 Mar (DMKJ ; 13, Chau, 13  Mar (H&SBj) .  LD: 22 Apr 
(2), McGinnls 81ough, Palos area (WS)1 4 Apr, Grassy L (Union Co) (KM, Cl') . 

Ri ng-necked Duck 
EA: 20 Feb (mal�) . JP (llW); 23 !'ch ('l) , .B:1wvh1 (Km1c Co) (UG); -6 Feb ( IO) ,  
I.ks RJ1•crl>c11d (!JC). MC: 1900, Hennepin L, J Mil' (DFS, P<..'k) ;  R50, HL, 1 6  Mar 
(Fll) ; 621, Gh1111, �O MM (ll&$Bj). l.D: 16 May (3), McGinnis lough, Palos area 
(EW); 15 Muy (2), llonncpin L {!)J'S); J O  May (2), .q1·l.C DMJ : 2 May, Spoon 
L (DJM) .  

Greater Scaup 
E A :  8 Mar, l':lbyun FP (Kane Co) (ES) ; 9 Mar (3), Oswego (NundaU Co) (DJS); 29 
Mar (3) ,  Rock Cul (01'\�). MC: 25 ,  Calumet P, LC:�, 8 �1ar (CM) . r.D; .10 May (2), 
HL (FH) ; 25 Apr, Montrpse H (GAW); 12 i\11r (6), Heyworth (McUmn Co) (D'IW); 
27 Mar (male).Jnke WolHlsh Hatchery (Mason Co) (ll&SBj); 23 Mru· (3), ;arLC 
(DMK). Poor numbe:r reponed from L Michigan suggest continued decline. 
Lesser Scaup 
llA: ll Feb ( 14), Jr (PC, KC); Mar (20), Lks mvcrbcncl (P.C): R Mar ( 19). 
Balnvia (Kane Cu) (l!S). UC: 4 1 3 1  (30 17 at Chau, 1 1 1 4 11 le:1r I.), M:��on Co 
(R&SBj ) ; 2 l  0, Elc111iepi11 L, 1 4  Mm··(DPli, PCk) ; J OOO, Cal'l .C, 6 Mar (DMK); 3 3 1 ,  
Montrose II, 3 Apr (GA'l'0. LD: !:l-29 May (autld , B�1.·nh:m1 Uarbor (Cook C\J) 
(Oh); 25 �l:ty, rump Pond (Woodrord Co) (�UI); 2-3 May, Steward Uabirnt Arca 
(Lee Co) (DJS); 4 May, UL (JIH), 
Harlequin Duck 
EA: 1-2 Mar, North Branch of Chicago H, Chi (AS, GAW, m.ob.) . LD: Z=i.Jlli1 
(male) , Wauk ('"JL:ph., JSm, m.ob.)-record IL late date. 

Surf Scoter 
llA: .20 l'eb (2) , JP (EW); 8 Mar, South Shore Cctlmr.11 Ccuter, Chi (GM). �IC'. fl, 
Winthro11 H, 5 Apr (1\S)-Lies for record spring blgh count; 3. jll, 28 Jlcb • 

l I Mar (WS, PC cl itl.). LD: 18 1\pr ( female), Rulnl)ow BeJJch, Chi (DPS); 30 M11r 
(m:ile), Jl' (PC). The three birds al JP likely accounted for all sightings e.xccpL 
those tlt Wi11throp n. 
W hite-winged Scoter 
EA: 4 Mar (ad. female) , Clin.L (TAM) ; 8-9 Mar (female), Winthrop H (AS) ; I.�  
Mar, Wilmette (Cook Co) (EW), MC/LD: 6,  Winthrop I I ,  5 Apr (DTW, AS) . 

Black Scoter 
LD: 24 Apr (female) , Rock Island Co (SFd)-the only report, 

Long-tailed Duck 
HA: �B 1ar (male ln 1nmsitlonal plmnagc), Sitg:umsltkee Slough, Palos area 
(Cook Co.) (ES, .W S; nt.ob.) .  MC: 7, Winthrop H, 5 Apr (D'JW) ; 4 (male + 3 
rcm:ilcs) , Rend '" 26 Mm' (KM, Cl.). LD: I �l:ly, IBSP UG); 5 Apr (7),  as above; 
29 �htr (tunle hu noll), llcml I. (P1'anklln f.o) (TAM). 
Bufflehead 
EA: 22 Feb (16) , JP (KC); 12 Mar (3) ,  Lks Riverbend (EC); 16 Mar, McKinley Wds 
FP (Will Co) (UG). MC: 106, Hennepin I., 3 Apr (DFS) ; 105, Chau, 10 Apr 
(H&Sllj) ;  86, McGinnis Slough, Palos area, 22 Apr (WS) ; 30, Ill., JG  Mar (FH) .  
LD: 1 5  May (4) , llennepin L (DFS) ; 1 5  May, Wauk (KM);  12 Apr ( IO) , Carl.C 
(DMK) 

Common Goldeneye 
EA: M:t.r, Lks Rivel'bcnd (llC) . MC: !lllli!, Q1rLC, 6 Mar (OMK); 1 50, Rend L, 
22 f(:h ' (KM, D fK, FB}; 1 35, Fox Jl (Kane Co), 8 Mnr (ES); 1 1 7, Mississippi R 
nc.11· Port Byron (Rock .1.sl:rnd Co) , R Mar (GAW); 84, l:lennepln 11, I Mar (m'S, 
?Ck); 27, Ch:\u, 13 Mar (l!&SBj) . 10: 1 - Apr, L Ruwso11 (Hureau Co) (DPS, l'Ck); 
1 3  i\pr, Hennepin l. (DJS, UG); l2 Apr (ad, female) , near Tuwunda (McLean f.o) 
tl'AM); I Apr (male) , JP (PC); 23 Mnr (3) ,  Carl.C lDMK). 

(BARROW'S GOLl>ENEYE 
LD: 2 Mar (male) , Lake Co.J 

Hooded Merganser 
liA: 5 Mar ('l), C:lin.I. Cl\C); 7 M:1r ( 1 2) ,  Quincy Bay Sl'WA (Adams Co) (AD); 8 
Mnr �2), llbcklu.1wk FP (Kane Co) (ES) ; J>i. Mar (2), Wolf I., I.Cal (CM). MC: 1 20, 
Huunepin I., J4 Mar (Dl1S1 l!Ck); 42 ( 2 1  al Chau, l a1 Clear L), Mnson Co, 1 3  
Mor (R&sllj); 3;, Rod< Cu� 29 Mm· (DTW); 34 ,  Aclt1n1� Co, I Mar (AD); 1 0, 
C:irl.C, Hi Mar (DMK). LD: JO Ma)' (2 males), JP �PC, Sl.C); I May, Spoon f. 
(HJM); 12 A11r (4) ,  Cnrl.C (OMK). 

Meadowlark 



Common Mcrga n�cr 
MC: 79\ Chau ,  ( 1  Mar ( H&Sllj } ;  U 'i .  l lc 1 1 1 1cpi 1 1  L, 14  Mar ( I JFS, l1C:k); l (>'i .  
I lcidcckc L ( (; l ' l l ndy Cu) . I Mar ( ( ;,\\V) ;  1 'iO, Carl. I . ,  2 11ch ( KM ) ,  W: i May 
( i n j ured ) ,  Carl.C: (DMK) ;  1 .1 Apr ( .) ) ,  a irpurl quart'\' ill l{uckfd (Jl'J 'W); 1 2  Apr 
( J O ) ,  Bakers I .. Palalitll' (Cook Co) ( l\M); 10 Mar, I l l .  (111 1) ;  1 (1 Mar ( ll•malc l ,  
Monnwuth sc11 ;1gc l ag1 1011s (Wat' l'L' l l  Co) ( l l.J M ) ,  

Red-breasted Merganser 
EA: 8 Mar, FalJ1an Fl' ( lla11c Co) (ES); 1 .i Mar, Urhana (EC) ; I ii  
Mar, I l l .  ( K M ) ,  

·
MC: l 'i 2 'i ,  faa11s11 1 1 1 .  2 4  Apr ( liW ) ;  'i H>, Montrose 

I I ,  :l Apr (li.\W) ; 'iO, Cal'i.C, 2.1 Mar ( l lMI() ;  2 t ,  Huck Cul, 2:1 Mar 
(IJ' l 'IV). W: 18 Ma)' ( 2 ) ,  Rainhow !leach, Chi (IVS) ; 17 M ay, Lks 
llivcrhcnd (EC!; 4 May, Spring l. ( Carrol l  Co) (D'l'W) ; 18 Apr, air
port quarry al l{ockfd (JJT\lii) ;  12 1\pr ( .) ) ,  Cal'i.C (DMK) ; 1 1  1\p1·, 
I l l. (Fi l) , 

Ruddy Duck 
JW J (1 Mar (5) ,  widewnt ·rsur ues Plaines JI, Channahon (Wi l l  Co) 
(UC.); 16 Mar (2) .  D1LIJn:; City ( l l 1mcock Co) (DJ M ) ;  2:l Mar ( 17 ) ,  
llock Ctlt (DTW);. Mf.� j 12 1 ,  Chau, .I Apr 
(R&Sllj ) ;  3000, C.u"l.C, 1 5  M;1r & 30 Mar 
(DMli); 'iOO llL, 7 M:1r ( I' l l); 85, 
Putnam Co, l 'i Apr (DFS, l'Ck) ; 29'i+ , 
McGinnis Slough, Palos area, 22 Apr 
(WS). 

R i ng-necked Pheasant 
MC:  8, kc Co,  l ') Apr (DFS ) ; h, 
Springbrook Prairie Fl', Naperville (Du 
l'agc Co) , 3 May (AW) ;  2 ,  Nelson I. Marsh 
( Kane Co), l Apr (ES), Some additional 
reports o[ singles in  Cook & Du Page Cos. 

G reater Prai rie-Chicken 
MC: 8, Pr.Hdg, 21 Mar ( KM ,  Cf.) ; :1, 
Stephen Forbes SP (Marion Co) ,  X Mar 
(DMK) .  

Wild Turkey 
M C :  30, Chinquap i n Psv, 1 6  Apr
"cxpanding all along the Mackinaw Hivcr 
through Tazewel l ,  Woodford and Mel.can 
Counties" (MF) ; 2 1 ,  Vermon t  City reservoir (McDonough Co) , 2 ilpr (LUI) ; 1 6, 
Freeport (Stephenson Co) ,  10 Apr (DT\V) ; 16 ,  Crab Or., 1 7  Apr (KM ) ;  3, Jackson 
Co, I l l  May (RSH, CAr, HM) , 

N orthern Bobwhite 
MC: 26, Effingham Co, 7 May (MAi i ) ;  16, I.cc Co, ll) Apr (DFS) ; 1 2, Carl.C, 3 1  
May (!>MK); X, l l f., 2 6  Mar (KM); 3 ,  Pecaton ica, lO May (DTW). 

Red-th mated Loon 
lli\: 2'H I M ar, Stephen Forbes Sl' ( Marion Co) (TUM,  KM) ; :'\ 
Apr & 'i Apr, M on trose II (GAW), LD: 2 1  Apr, l ligh land Park 
(l.akc Co) (Dlml . 

Common Loon 
IJA: 17  Mar (2),  !lend I .  ( KM) ;  22 Mar, Saganashkee Slough, 
Palos area (C1ll) ; 2 3  Mar, l'o>- R (Mcl lcnry Co l (DF) ; 23 Mar, 
l·:vanston (EW) ; :\0 Mar ( 2 ) ,  Spoon L (D.JM) . MC: 30, Montrose 
l l ,  5 1\pr (liAW)-cvidcntly a spring high count away rrom Chain· 
IH.akcs SP ( Lake Co); 12, Hend I., 26 Mar (KM, Cl.); 3, Spoon L, 
2 May ( l l.J M ) ;  :) , Carl.C, Ill May (DMK) . l.ll: lLI!ill, I.ks 
Hiverhcnd ( EC) ; 26 M ay, Chau (H&SBj) ;  1 5  May, Boone Cu (All, 
M1\H) ;  10 May Ci) , Carl .C (DMK, KM). 

Pied-billed G rebe 

Red-necked G rebe 
EA:  4 M;1r (ad .  1 1 1o l t i 11g in to  hrl'cd i n g  p l u 111agc) . Cl in.I .  ( 'l',I M ) ;  8 Mar. 
\111crcn/Cll'S I. (.Jasper Co) ( MA I I ) ;  ,) .\pr, Mo11 lrust• 1 1  ( (;,\IV ) .  LD: lli\J!l)' ( ad . ) ,  
Nelson L Mar�h ( Kane Co) ( ' 'MS, I!!! & 1�1l c t  al.)--latcst May date for I L; 
i11 addition to one older su111mer reconl (8 Jun 1%7),  the IOHC Fib i11cl11dc 
an  un 1·cviewcd phot" of' a bi r'tl lhat appears 11 1 Ill' th is species al JI' i 11 earl\ .J un  
or  t he  m id l l)l)IJs. 

Ea red G rchc 
f./\: 2:\ Mai·, Saganashkce Slough, Palos area (Cool1 
Co) ( l iS, R&KF, ur;); W Mar, 1 1 1. ( I' l l ) . MC: 2,  Ndsu11 
L Marsh (Kane Co) , 2 S  Mar ( Im & .�B) . l.D: (1 Mav. 
l lcnncpi11 l. (DFS, Pl'.k) ; 30 Apr (present since 24 
Marl , l . i 1 1c. 1' ( llll ,  EW:ph,  1;11w, 111 oli.) , 

A merican W h ite Pelican 
EA: l 1\pr ( I ll+), n .  or Towanda ( Mdcan Co) 
( MW) ; :I Apr ('iO) , Nelson I .  Marsh ( Kane Co) (ES ) ;  
6 tlpr, r;rundy C o  ms) M C :  I 'iOO, Carl.!·; 2 Apr (KM ) ;  
I J 70, Putnam C", 1 5  Apr (DI'S) ; SOU+ ( i n  .1 grnups), 
Palos area and Orland Park (Cook Co), I Apr (\VS J ;  
450-'iOO, widcwaters o f  Des Plaines H a t  Cha1111al1011 

(Will Co) , 29 Mar (C.11 ) ;  400+, L Shelbyvil le (Mou ltrie Co) ,  24 Mar (TAM) . U>: 
7 )un, Long L (Schuyler Col ('l'AM ); 17 May ( I  I ) ,  Putnam Co (KM) ; 1 6  May ( 14) ,  
Quincy Jlay Sl·WA (Ad;u»s C o )  (Ml); 5 May, Meredosia I .  (Morgan Co) (TAM). 

I N !iOTllOPIC COllMOllANT 
EA: I l) May, Du Page Co-second earliest date reported for I L; lwclvc previ"usly 
accepted records. I 
Double-crested Cormora n t  
EA: 8 Mar  ( 2 ) ,  Rend L ( KM ) ;  1 4  M ar, Quincy llay SFWA (Adams Co) (AD) ; 28 Mar, 
Evanston (EW); 29 Mar (Ci) , airport al Hocl.Fd (DTW) .  MC: 17.000, !lend l., 7 
tlpr (KM)-rccord J I, high counl by 5000 birds (and unprecedented number 
for spring, i11 which season [H'CVious high counts arc to )1 11111 hirds) ; 25011, 
I lenncpin L, 2(1 Apr (DFS) ;  1 250, I.Cal, 10 May (WM); 1000+, Chau, 5 Apr (TAM) ; 
800+ (one northbound flock) , JI', 22 1\pr (l'C). 

A m erican B i ttern 
EA: 4 Apr, Oakwood Boltums Qackson Co) (KM, CT) ; 7 Apr, Urbana (JiC); 2 1  Apr, 
Grll.akcs (Dl!D). MC: 4, Orient Bollums (Frankl in Co), I 'i Apr ( LS); :1, Spunky 
Bottom� M:u·sh, Beardstown (llrnwn Co) , � May (TAM); 2,  Merri l's Prairie Fl' (Oe 
Knlb Cu) ,  I May (SDB);  2 ,  Oakwood llolloms (jnckson Co) , 3 May ("'DEM:ph . ) . 
LD: ll> May, JP (l'C, Sl.C) ; J O  May, B11rnluu11 Prnirl<:<, Burnham (Cook Co) (TB, 
WM); 8 M:t)', Urbana (EC); 26 Apr (2),  Pulaski Co (KM, DMK, FB) .  

Least Bittern 
EA: 17 Apr, Mcnnet I. (KM ) ;  27 Apr, Old llen 27 mine pond (Franklin Co) ( I,�) ;  
lO May, Middle Fork H Co Fl' (Champaign Co) (EC); I )  May, Goose I .  Prai rie SNA 

(Grundy Cu) (SDB); I 7 May, Skokie Lagoons 
(Cook Co) (GAW) . MC: 2 ,  Mcrmct I . ,  27 Apr 
(ll.JM ) ;  2 ,  Old llen 27  minc pond (Franklin Co) , 
6 May (I.SJ-one still present as or 1 1  Jun (l.S); 
2 ("may he pair") ,  Chau, 22  May ( l!&Sllj) -
01w stil l present 2 6  May (H&SBj ) .  l.ll: C1 Jun, .JI' 
(Sl.C). 

G reat Blue Hero n  
EA:  8 Mar, l'alJyan Fl' (Kane Co) (ES) ; 8 Mai· 
(4) , llal'ld lirasslands (Cook Co) (EW) ; J!J Mar 
(2) ,  Quincy Bay SFIVA (Adams Co) (AD) . MC: 
1 50, Carl .C , 12 Apr & 27 Ap1· (DMK) ; 1%, 
Chau,  6 Mm & J:l Mar ( l!&SBj) ;  96 (colony) , 
Clca1· I .  (Mason Co) ,  27 Mar ( l!&SBj ) ;  46, 
f\akcrs I., P;Jialinc (Cook Co) ,  10 Ma)' (GAW), 

G reat Egret EA: 'l Mar, Ill. (Fii) ; 14 Mar, llcnnepin I .  (DFS); l'i Mar, l l idtkn 
! .  Fl' (Du Page Col (l\S); 21 Mar ( 2 ) ,  Quincy Bay SFWA (Adams 
Co) (tlfl). MC: ill, l lcnncpin I., :1 Apr ( DFS, !'Ck) ;  'i5, I. 
Springfield (Sanga111011 Co) ,  1 8  Mar (GAW) ; Vi,  Mern1c1 I . , <) Apr 
(KM); 2'i, l! ivcrdale  Quarry, l!ivenlale (Cook Co) , 'i Ap1· (WM); 
22, Shahbu11a L SI' (De J\alb Co), 20 Mar (DJS) . LD: 17 May, 
Put11a111 Co (KM); 10 May, Middle l'ork n Co l'P (Cha111p:1ign Co) 
(EC) . 

H orned G rchc 

Top: Eared Grebe. Lincoln Park 
North Pond, Chicago. Coo k  
Cu11nf)'. ] 9  April ]003. Photo hy 
Erie Walters. 

EA: 1 4  Mar ( 2 1 ) ,  Sl. Clair Co (KM) ; 2.1 Mar, 
Palos ;u·ca (UG); 23 Mar (it), Indian l{dg N, 
I .Cal (WM ) ;  :) Apr, RoclJd (Tl'l'W) ,  MC: I :17 ,  
llakers I . ,  Palatin e  (Cook Co) ,  1 0 May (GAW ) ;  
78, Ind ian Rdg N ,  I.Cal, :1 May (WM ) ;  7.1, 
Johnson Co, <J Apr (KM); 9, Chau, 26 May 
( l!&SBj) . l.D: 14 May, I.inc.I' (GAW); I l l Ma)• 
('l ) ,  Ji' ( l'C cl al . ) . Rcma1'ks: l.111\'csl 11u111hers 
in  42 yc:1rs 1 1 [  1111111i1ori11g al Chau I Clear I. 
( Mason Co) ( R&Sllj) . 

EA: 3 Feb (4) ,  llahlwin I. (SL Clair & 11a11d11 lph Cos) ( K M ) ;  8 
Mar, Evanston (EW ) ;  8 Mar, Blacld1awk Fl' (Kane Co) (ES). MC: 
2U , I l l., 23 Mar (\'1 1 ) ;  l'J, Palos area and Ol' iand Park (Cook Co) , 
2 :1 Mai· (WS); 6, l l e)�l'orlh (Mel.can Co l ,  1 2  Apr (ll'J'IV ) .  LD: 26 
Mm', llcrrnepin I. (JE i i ) ;  h May (2 ) ,  l lenncpi 11 I .  (llFS, l'Ck); :; 
May, Indian Hdg N, I .Cal (WM ) ;  17 Apr, Crah Or. (KM ) ;  .l Apr, 
Chau (R&SBj) .  

Vol ume 1 2, N u m ber 4 

Middle: !1 111erirn11 Bi/fern, Oak
wood Bolfoms, Jackson Co111 1f ) l. 3 
May ]()(13. Photo hy Dun Mill�t: 
Bottom: Snowv Egret. Horseshoe 
l"ake. Madison Co11111y. ]8 April 
]003. Photo hy Frank Holmes. 

S n owy F:grct 
EA: I Apr, Sa11gel Marsh (SI. Clai r Co) ( KM) :  I 
Mm, near De Kalh (De Kalli Co) (SDBl-thc 
011 1)· report outside s. 1 1.. MC: 27, Si. Clair Co, 4 
May (I'll). 

1 47 



Little Blue Heron 
EA: 24 Mar, Sauget Marsh (SL Clalr CO) (KM); 1 5  Apr, Linc.P (RDH, m.ob., [i<le 
EW) ; 16 Apr (ad.), JP (C&U-l); 1 7  Apr (breeding pl11mage) , Chau (R&SBj) ;  26 
Apr (2 ad.) ,  Ind ian Rdg N, l.C;1I (\�i\1). MC: 60, Alexander Co, 24 May (KM) ; 4 (2 
pairs, ad.), Indian Rclg N, I..Cal, 23 May (WM. AK). LO: 8 May, Waterfall Glen fP 
(Du Page Co) (R&IQl). 
Tricolored Heron 
EA: 18-2 1 May, Homer L (Champaign Cu) (IE, TAM:ph., SDB, m.ob.) . 

Cattle Egret 
EA: 26 Mar, St. Clair Co (KM) . MC: 37, Alexander Co, 24 May (KM) ; 30, Carl.C, 
17 May (DMK); 2 1 ,  Fran k Bellrose llefoge (Pulaski Co) ,  2 1  Apr (HSR, DK) . LO: 
6-10 May, Hennepin L (DfS) . 

Green Heron 
EA: 4 Apr (4) , Johnson Co (KM, CT) ; 5 Apr, SL Cltllr C'.o (TUM); 16  Apr, Linc.I' 
(GAW); 18 Apr, Hidden L (Du Page Co) (ES); 26 A[lr, Urbana (EC)·. MC: 16, LCa\, 
LO May (WM, MBr, 'J'B) ; 1 0, Jackson Cu, 8 Ma (VK, \'f,, llSR); 6, Jake Wolf Fish 
Hatche1y (Mason Co) , 8 May (R&SBj) .  LO: 27 Mny, Grn111 l' (DI'S) ;  20 May (7) , 
JP (PC). 

Black-crnwned Night-Heron 
EA: 20 M11r (ad.) ,  JP (KC) ; 22 Mnr ( 18) , 1!1dla11 Jldg N, Leal (WM) ; 23 Mar, 
Madison Co (FU); 30 M:lr (2), I l l. (KM). MC: 64 t (evening dispersal) ,  Indian Rdg 
N, LCal, 10 May (\VM, AK); 29,JP. 15 lay (KC)i (i, F11irrnonl City (St. Clair Co), 29 
Apr (KM). LD: Ill May, Old B ·n 25 mine suhs.idence (11rimklln ei,,) (LS); IO May, 
Cham11a ii:n (Champaign Co) (EC); 6 Mai1 (ad.), Sroon L (DJM), 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
EA: 20 Mar, Madison Co (!'HJ-second earliest JJ. arrival. MC: 10, Madison Co, 
30 Apr (FH)-the only report greater than two. No reports outside s.  IL. 

White-faced Ibis 
EA: l:i.AJll:, Clear l ,  (M�i:;on Co) (R&SBj, "l'AM:ph., cl  al.)-record early 
arrival (the previou • ��dicsL being 18 Apr 1 995), KCCpl for a specimen of a 
male taken (but now lost) from a flock or dm:c in norLl1bound flight at " . . .  a small 
lake in !Uinois (Marion County), seven miles from E;ist St. Louis" [sic'] on the 
anomalous date of 27 Feb 1880; this was p11blished as a Glossy Ibis, but the 
collector's description of soft parts indicate White-faced Ibis ("Iris reddish; bill 
slate-color with a vet)' slight reddish lint; legs slate with also a reddish tint on the 
upper parts; l>are skin in front of lhe eye brownish red.") ;  sec Bohlen's Il)89 
Birds of llfinois for references. 

Black Vulture 
EA: 8 Mar, Mermet I . (KM). MC: 2 l ,  Johnson Co, 4 Apr (KM, CT) ; 9, Jackson Co, 
10 May (RSR, CAr, RM) 
Turkey Vulture 
EA: l Mar, 'annauk l'I' (De Ifaih Co) (OJ�); 8 M:u; Williamson Co (KM); 12  Mar, 
Lk.� Rh rbcnd (EC); .l 4' Mar, Milt'Sllilll Clo (DFS, PCk); l 5 M1tr, lloon.c Co (AB 
MAii). MC: 66 (roost), .Sagdn.ashk Sl011gh, Palos arcu, 26 Mm� with simll11r 
numbers for 1wo lo 1hree week:; {\VS) ; 52, l'lshhk, 2 1nr (T1\M) : 50, Urbana, 30 
Aw (EC); 32, Marion (�>, $ I  Mur (KM). U>: I May, M.Arb (MBC); :I M:1y, Chi 
(S.t.C). R,cmarks: M11rl1cd lncrl'lm�� In Plllos m·ea, Including summer resident pop
ulntlon of 20-25 indlviduuls (tompar •d 10 nbout 6 lndivldurd. Im years ago) fWS). 
Osprey 
ll : 2 M:u-.JI' (l'<:)-rcconl c.irly for . Ile; 28 Mrn; neiwn:m's Slough, Palos area 
(r.ook Co) (WS); 3 Apr, w. l,H Salle Co (DI'S); 4 Apr (2), Mcrmel I. (KM) ; 13 Apr, 
e. Knox Go (DJM) . MC: 4, Cml.C, 6 fav (DMK); 3, Mcnnc1 L, I 7  Apr (KM). l.D: 
2 . M:t)', Wauk (GJ\� ; 3 May, Uomcr L (Chmnpalgn Co) (P.C); 2 May, Spoon L 
(D.JM); 2 Apr, 't'cn Mlle Crcr!ll SFWA Oelfcrson Co) (l�I). 

Mississippi Kite 
EA: 2 May, Pomona (KM, CL). MC: !li (65 at Thebes, 18 near llorscshoe I. CA), 
AJexander Co, 24 May (SO, SDB) ; 21, Thebes (Alexander Cu), 9 May (SDB)
unprcccdented high counts, doubling previous If. high count of 41  birds 
(Union Co, 21 May 199. ) ; 1 1 , �w. IJnion Co, lO May (VK, MTB); 8, Jack!lon Co, 
lO May (RSH, Cilr, RM). Othc.'f (extr.alimital, undiiClilllCnlcd): 17 May, l'alos 
area. [Pending IORC Rcvlt'll': 9 May (ut!. male & first-yt'nr)., Moutrie Co. Some 
additional cxtralim ital repor1s fr11111 tl1 10 M:t.y SBC :ire �ISQ under l'Clfow.] 
Bald Eagle 
JJA: 8 Mar (third-year) , n. of Marietta (Fulton Co) (J.LH) ;  9 Mar (4), Yorkville and 
Oswego (Kendall Co) (DJS) ; 23 Mar (3), Saganashkee Slough , Palos area (UG); 
1 5  Apr, LCal (WM) . MC: lli, Mississippi R between Lock & Dam Numbers 13 and 
I Whiteside & !lock ishu1d Cos) , 1 Mat (llG); 1 36 (77 nd., 56 rmnl,, 3 otl1ers)1 
Mississippi I! (Ad:lms Co) , 7 M:u· (AO); 41 (18 ad., 23 1111111. , Chau, 1 3  Mar 
(R&SBj) ;  24, l lennepln L, 21 Mur (DI'S) ; 1 6, �w. Union Co, 1 (1 Muy (VK, M-1'.B). 
W: II! M:1y, I.Cal ORS) ; I 1 May ( Imm.) and 12 May (ad.) , Mlssi sippi R (J\<lam 
Co) (AL)); 26 /\pr (2), J:1cl on Co �ID!R, Vt, DM); 25 /\pr (ad. ) ,  Palmer Lnk1" 
(S:Uin� Co) (Rj), Othe1·.s: 2, l:evee area, Monroe Co, 3-5 Mn� & 22-30 May 
QPZ:vJdeo) . 
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Northern Harrier 
BA: 8 Mar (2 flrst-wim •r), Bartel Grusskmds Cook Co) (HW); I6 Mar (migrant 
mnle), McKinl.cy Wd� l!P (\\rill Co) (UG). AtC: 7, Pr.lldg, 21 Mar (KM, CL); 4, 
Carl.C, 30 Mar {DM.K); , Pyramlcl !:IP (Perry Co) , 5 Apr (RS.R, JM ct al.) . LD: 10  
Mny, M.Arh (MOC); 30 A1u', M�r dosill r. (Morgan Co) (KM); I9 Apr (2) ,  Carl .C 
(DMK); 5 Apr (4), Pyramld SP (Pnrry t:o) (ll$f!, JM cl 111 .). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
EA: I! Mm', Bntuvia (Krum Co) (ES); 16 Mar, Kane Co (MBC) ; 16 Mar (2), Indian 
R<lg N, I .Cal (WM) ; 17 Mlu., Jeffer�on Co (KM). MC: 3, w. Cook Co , 16 Mar (DFS) . 
LD: 26 May, Rock Cm (DI'S) ; 12 May, Grant P (DfS) ; 8 May, Chau (R&SBj) ;  23 
Apr, Massac Co (KM). 
Cooper's Hawk 
EA: 6 Mar (lmrn. mal� , 011shnell (McDonough Co) (LlJI). MC: 4, Carl .C, 13 Apr 
(DM K) ;  4, Clinton Co, I O·Mny (KM, RU): 3 ad , Palos area, 19 Apr (EW) . LD: 24 
Mar (ad. m1de) , n. of Bushniill (McDonough Co) (LI.II) ; 22  May, Granl P (DFS); 
3 May (imm.) , l.evec .Road (Monroe r.o) Q!'Z) . 

Northern Goshawk 
LD: 'L..Ml!)', Waterfal l Glen fP (Du Page Co) (''R&KF)-sccond latest IL 
record; 12 Apr, Carl . B (DMK)-record late dale for s. J I  .. No other reports. 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
EA: 9 M11r, COok Co (MllC); l - Mar, Afton FP (Oe Kalb Co) (DJS) . MC: 7, Jackson 
Cu, 10 Mny .(R 'R, CAr, l!M) ;  , Orient Bottoms (Franklin Co), I 5  Apr (LS) ;  2 ( !  
acl., I irnm.), lllsen's 11111 (nu )11q;e Co), 1 7  May (ES) . LD: 3 May (imm . ) ,  Roy C. 
f'llackwcU FP (Du !'age C11) (\VS) . 

Broad-winged Hawk 
EA: I 0 Apr, Fl Mnssac (KM): I Apr, Saw Wee Kee P, C>s.111�go (K�ndall Co). (DPS); 
I5 Apr (:1d. l ,  Palos area (W�); 22 Apr, Champ;tign Co (EC). MC: 9, Mas&t� Co, 
26 Apr (KM, EB, DMK): 7, l'aJos area, 10 May (WS); , eaiventer I', S11rillf\lleld 
(Sangamon !.io), 30 Apr (IJFS). LD: 22 May (ad.), \Viliueue (COok ;o) (EW); 3 
May, Big Marsh Leal (WM);  36 Apr (ad. ) ,  llamse)' I.SP (fayctte Co) (T1\M). 

Swainson's Hawk 
'l\vo reports from relict range: 1 May, Slarks (Kane Co) (SDB); 16 May, Kane Co 
(KM) . 

Red-tailed Hawk 
MC: Hi, G:trLC, 22 Mar (D iK); I 5, Kane Co, 16 May (KM); 13 (2 residents, I I 
migmnts), f,yman Wds l·l' (Du !'age Co), I6 Mar (DFS) ; 4, Cha11, 6 Mar & 13 Mar 
(R&:i'Ili). Otl1ers: "Kricler's": R Mar, SI. Clair Co (KM) ; 5 Apr, Grassy I. (Union 
Co) (KM). Dark morph: 23 Mlll', UCCA (KM); 2 Apr, Clinton Cu (KM). Near
albino: 23 Ap1•1 l'Ltl:lllkl Co (KM). 
Rough-legged Hawk 
EA: l Mar, Ogle Co (UG); 13 Mar (imm.) ,  Bartel Grasslands (Cook Co) (WS) ; 1 6  
Mar (2), La Moine R (llancock Co) (DJM). 

Golden Eagle 
EA: 24 Mar, Saganashkee Slough, Palos area (R&KI') . LD: 19 Apr (ad.) , Ramsey 
I. SL' (Fayette Co) (RJJ . 
American Kestrel 
EA: 8 Mar, Batavia (Kane Co) (ES) ; 24 Mar, Montrose H (GAW) . MC: 14, 11. and 
w. Winnebago Cu, 29 Mar (DTW J; 1 1 ,  Iroquois Co, 5 Apr (DI'S) ; 7, Union Co, 8 
Mar (KM). W: 2 t May, JP (SJ.CJ ;  28 Apr (m igraling female), Evanston (E\V) . 

Merlin 
EA: 1 5  Mar, \Vauk (AS) ; 23 Mar, Aurora (Kane Co) (Ol'S) ; 5 Apr, Wauk (DlW).  
MC: 3 ,  Evanston , 1 6  Mar (EW) . LO: I8 May, B11sey Wds (EC); 1 7  Apr (female) , 
Rock Cut (D'f'W) ; 3 May (imm. or female) , Levee Road (Monroe Co) (JPZ) . A few 
additional singles at Cook Co. 

Peregrine Falcon 
l!A: 1 Mar, ll:L�l St. l.m.ris ( 'ladison CO) (KM); 16 Mar ('Imm.), near Brai\don 
fJ>ck & Dom (Will Co) (AS); I 6· Mar (ad.) , l:ndhu1 Hilg , l.C:d (WM); 9 /\pr, 
r<ockfd (Dl�' ); 1 5  A1ir, Wheaton (l>l1 P:ige C:o (l'S). MC: 2, C:lrl.C:, 3 Mai• (DMK) . 
LO: 17 Mny (n<L), l.Ci1I (�1M); 15 Mny, sc. Du l'age Co (R&K.10; I '  May, M.Arb 
(ES); 12 Muy, Anderson I. (,Fulton <:o) (J.l� , VJ< et �I.) ,  No reports asslgncd io 
subspedcs, mu! migrnnt. stams of rc�ords is 1111de:t1·_ 
Yellow Rail 
EA: 5 Apr, Knox College (DJM); 1 1  Apr, Clin J.. (PWc) ; I3  Apr, Cypress Creek N\VR 
(Pulaski Co) ("'FB); 14 Apr (flushed from prairie during controlled bll !'n ) ,  
ChiBotGdn (IFS fide IlW) ; 14 Apr, Pulaski C o  (KM). No other reports. 

King Rail 
EA: 27 Apr, Mennet L (DJM) ; 8 May & 10 May (" 'ticking' ad. ") , Dcadslick Pond, 
f.Cal (WM)-also ! )  May, same site (EW) ; JO May, Carl.C (OMK); 17 May & 19 
May, Goose I. Prairie SNA (Grnndy Co) (KM; CAI) .  Other: 29 May, Bullonbush 
Slo11gh, Palos area (\VS) . 

Meadowlark 



Virginia llll i l  
J\A: lii\!J:lr ( 2 ) ,  Oakwuud Bo1to111s (Jaclls1111 Cu ) ( l\M)-scco11d l'arlicst I L  
arrival; 1 2  Apr  ( 2 ) ,  Cli11 .L ( IHW, IOS) ;  l ' l Apr, l lydc L \\'cila11d, LCal (WM). 
Olhcrs: I Ma)' (l.l, S;tl i11e Co (JiM) ;  3 May, Spunky Bot10111s Marsh, Beanlslow11 
(Brnw11 Cu) (TAM) ;  I 0 May ( 2 l ,  11c. lino:- Co ( !)J M ) ;  1 7  Mav ( 2 ) ,  t;oosc I. l' l'ail'ie 
S 1\ ( l :ru)J([y Cn) (KM)  

Sora 
EA: 11 Apr, Oakwood Bot101ns (Jackson Co) ( KM ,  C'J ' ) ;  5 Apr, I ndian l�dg N, u:al 
(WM) ; 7 Apr, Old lle11 25 mine subsidence (Fra11kli11 Co) ( LS) ; 1 2  Apr, Carl.<: 
(DMK) . MC.: 7 ,  I.Cal , 10 May (WM ) ;  S ,  l'ulaski Co, Jlr Apr (KM).  l.D: Ii May, near 
l loopcsto11 (Vermi l ion Co) (SDB ) ;  JO M;ry, 11ear· Wol[ I. ( lJ11io11 Co) (SD!l) ; (1 May, 
I l l .  (Fil) ; .1 May, Carl.C (DMKJ. A poor season . 
Common Muorhen 
EA: 24 Apr (responding lo playback of its call ) ,  Sliritz mine pond (Williamson Co) 
(J.S); 26 Apr, l11dia11 Rdg N, 1.C<tl (WM ) ;  17 May, Vermilion Co (EC) ; 2l M ay, Chau 
(H&Sllj ) .  MC: 3, LCal, 1 1 1  May (WM, AK) . Other: 27 May, Mark 'J\vain NWR 
(Calhoun Cn) (DMK).  
American Coot 
EA: 1 2  Mar ( 1 3 ) ,  JP (PC, KC) ; 15 Mar, Hidden L l'P (Du l'age Co) (UG) . MC: 
16,090, Chau, 3 Apr (R&Sllj) ;  1 1,050, lle1111epin L, 15 Apr (DFS, l'Ck)
rccol'd spring high comlls excluding aerial surveys; 72011, IIL, 26 Mar (KM);  
I OOO, Carl.C, 15 Mar (DMK) . W: 1 3  May, JP (PC,  SLC); 1 1 M ay (2 ) ,  Carl.C 
(DMKl.  
Sand h i l l  Crane 
EA: 28 Feb (8), �ulllv;rn (Moul1rJ • Co) ('TAM); 4 Mar ( 1 7 ) ,  Clin. J .  (' 11\M ) ;  8 Mar 
(560), I.Cal (WM) ;  I M<rr ( 16) , Wlm:t1on (D11 Page Co) (ES) ; 16 Mar (i:l) , 
Boone Co (AB, MAH) . . MC: 6350, 
Indian Rdg N, I.Cal, 16 Mar (WM)
rccord spl'ing high count and sec
ond-highest single-party high count 
overall; 3500+,  l(iver Forest (Cook 
Co) , 16  Mar QA); 1325 ,  Westchester 
(Cook Co) , 23 Mar (DFS) ; 440+, Palos 
area, 27 Mar (IVS) ; 27, Fishhk, 8 Mar 
(TAM) .  LD: 3 May, Carl.C (DMK)-thc 
only report from s. IL ;  26 Apr, Powder 
l lorn 1. Fl', I.Cal (WM) ; 25 Apr (2) , Du 
Page Co (M flCJ; 22  Apr, Champaign Co 
(EC). Well represented over the n. half 
of the stale in March . 

I WHOOl' t N G  CRANE 
LO: 1 5  1\pr ( 1 1 ) ,  l'ulnmn Co.] 
Black-bellied Plover 

Black-necked Still 
EA: 1 5  Apr ( 2 ) , Jolrnson Co ( l\M)-scc11 11cl carlbt I I .  arr·ival date; l7__fu!.!: - 5 
r\lay, Spring I. near Sav;1 11 11a ( Carroll Cu)  ('I'l l ,  in .oh. ,  IMe SDH J-scconcl carl i t'st 
for 11. If.; 1 5  Ma)' <l) ,  Chau (''ll&SBj ) .  MC: 5 (l al E;ist Cape Girard!'au, 5 near 
l lorscshoe I .  Ci\ ) ,  ,\lcxandcr Cu, 24 May (SIJB); '\, rice fields al E<ISl Cape 
C:i rardcau, 'I May (Alc�ander Co) (SDB) ; L, Montgomery Co, 10 May (H J ) .  J,I): 7 
Jun (:)) , Ca1·ls1 1n I. (Ful ton Co) ('LIM) ;  11rcsc·11t to end 1 1 1' st:aso11 in f'ar s. I I .  
( Massac a 1 1djolrnsu11 Cos) . 
A merican Avocet 
EA/MC: 2'1 Apr ( 17 ) ,  Montrnse II (GAW) 1.0: I r �hi)' (7) , <:rant I' (TSS) The only 
reports. 
G reater Yc l lowlegs 
EA: 8 Mar ( 2 ) ,  Pulaski Co (KM) ;  H1 Mat; l lcyworth (Mel.can Co) (TEB); N Mar 
(9) , Wi11 11ehago Co (DTW l .  MC: 500 , Carl.C, Jl) Apr (DMK)-rccord spring 
high count (previously 261 011 12 Apt' ll)%); S6, Clear I. (M�1son Co) , 1 7  Apr 
( ll&SBj ) ;  :17, airport quany at Hockfd, :1 May (D'J'IV) . J.D: 16 May, Du  Page Co 
(KM) ; Ill M ay (7) , Car'i.C (DMK) . 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
JlA: 22  Mar, Goose I. Prairie SNA (Grn11dy Co) (DFS) ; 22  Mar ( JU) ,  Carl.C (DMK) ; 
24 Mar, Chi llotGdn ( E\V l ;  24 Mar (3) ,  Bruce WMA (TAM) . MC: 2000, Carl .I� :1 
May (DMK)-record spl'ing high count; 1500, Carl.I� l'l Apr ( KM) ;  875,  
Clear J .  (Mason Co), 1 7  Apr ( R&Sllj) ; 265, llennepi11 J . ,  6 May (DI'S, l'Ck) . LO: 28  
May (2) ,  nc .  Knox Co (D.JM) ;  25 May, Ml'rice l.&D (DMK); 1 7  May, Putnam Co 
(KM).  

Solitary Sandpiper 
EA: 3 Apr, Little Swan L (Warren Co) (LUI) ; 5 Apr, Jol111so11 Cu (KM, Fil, CT); J 3 

Apr, Wadsworth wetlands (Lake Co) (AS) . MC lfil, flooded lowland 
w. of l lavana ( Mason Co), ) May (TAM)-rccord s11ring high 
count; :1 1 ,  Mermct I,, l8 Apr (KM); 23, near Pecatonica, 10 May 
(DTW) ;  22 ,  Sugar Grove (Kane Co) ,  3 May (DI'S) .  W: 17 May, 
Putnam Co (KM) ; l) May, Madison Co (F i l ) ; 2 May, Little Swan L 
(Warren Co) (l.J.1 1 ) .  

Willet 
llA: 26 Apr, JP  (KC) ; :10 Apr· ()) ,  Meredosia I. (Morgan Co) ( KM) ;  I 
May, Knox Co (PR) ; 6 May, Ill. (Fi l ) .  MC: 2 1 ,  \Vauk, S May (AS) ; 'l, 
Little Swan I. (Warren Co), 2 May (LI.I I ) ;  8, sewage lagoons at 
Monmouth (Warren Co) , 2 May (PI{) , LD: 1 2  May, HL (FH); 10 May 
(2 ) ,  South Shore Cultural Center, Chi (SLC) ; lU May (3) ,  \Vauk (AS) ; 
(1 May, Bruce WMA (TAM) . 

Spotted S a n d p i pe r  

JlA: 3 May ( 5 ) ,  Carl.C (DM K) ; JO May, 
Evanston (EIV J ;  17 May, I.ks H iverbend 
(EC). MC: 18, Wauk, 23 MaV (AS); 5, 

Willet. Horseshoe Lake, Madison Coun(11. 
() May 21103. Photo hJ! Frank Holmes. 

EA: llJ Apr, McDowell Grove FP (Du Page Co) (ES); 1 9  ,\pr (2) ,  
Carl.I' ( D M K) ;  1 9  Apr (:)) , Mermet ! .  (KMJ ;  20 Apr, Evanston (EW) ;  
2 1  1\pr, Rock Cul (DTW) ; 2 )  Apr, !. Storey (Knox Co) (DJM) .  MC:  
11, Chau, 1 5  May (li&Sllj) ;  1 5, I.Cal, 10 May (WM ) ;  6, Carl.C, 10 
May ( JJ M K) . LO: :i Jun Cl) ,  Montrnsc II (GAW) ; 28 May ( JO) ,  
Evanston (EIV). 

Carl.C, 3 May ( l lMK) ; 5, llcnncpi11 l., 23 May Qlil l ) .  LD: !O ju11, GrtLake.< (DIW) ;  
:l i May (ad_) ,  se. M�1ssac Co  (VK, Mill! et al , ) ;  '27 May, M Pricc 1.&D (DM K) ; 26  
May (4) , l lennepin I .  (JEii) _ 
American Golden-Plover 
EA: 23 Mar, Carl.C (DM K); 26 Mar, J J I .  (Fl I ) ;  29 Mar, airport quarry at l(odifd 
(DTW, AS) ; 29 Mar (11)) , 1'1'airie Hidgc SNA (Marion Co) (TAM) ; :10 Mar ('i) ,  
Victoria (l\nox Co)  ( DJ M ) .  MC: 2900, n .  o[ Cu l  fax (Mel.can Co) ,  10 May ( M LH) ; 
1000+, near Pr,Hdg, 19 Apr ( MAii) ; 420, Mahomet (Ch;unpaign Co) ,  JO May 
( EC) ; '!00, Ca1'1.C, (1 Apr (DMK); 2 1 ,  w_ of Calva (I lenry Co) ,  5 May (I.I.II) . W: 26 
May, llennepin I .  (IE! I ) ;  22 May ( I  'i), near Oaldey (Macon Co) (TAM); ') May (6), 
Effingham Co (MA i l ) ;  18 Apr ('2) , Joh11so11 Co (KM ) ;  18 Apr (81 1) , Carl.C (DMK) .  
Snowy Plover 
EA: 27-28 Apr (ad., breeding plumage), Mercclosia I. (Morgan Co) (llA, 
TAM:ph.) .  Three previously accepted records, plus one u11docume111ed sigh1i11g, 
all from spring (28 Apr - I 'I May) . 
Scmipalm ated Plover 
JlA: 18 Apr, Jol111so11 Co ( KM ) ;  1 'l Apr ( I  J ) ,  Carl.C (DMK): 29 pr, JI' (l'C) ; I May, 
Spoon I. (DJM) ;  :l May (J) ,  airport quany al l(ocl<[d (DTW). l\IC: 1 7, I le1111epin 
I., 2:l May (JEI I ) ;  12, airport quany al l(ocl<fd, 19 M:1y (DTW); 1 1 , Carl.C, J 'I 1\pr 
(lJMIO ; 1i, s. Ogle Co, 1 7  May (D I'S) LO: :1 1 Ma)', l,lnc.11 (J:W); .'1 1  May, s. Ogle 
Co (lll,.S) ; 28 May, 11c. Knox Cu ( l lJ M ) ;  25 May U), Ml'rice l.&ll (DMK) . 

h: i llcleer 
EA: 7 Feb, St. Clair Co ( KM) ; Ir Mar ( l l) ,  I.ks Hil'crbe11d (EC); 8 Mar, Fah1;111 Fl' 
(Kane Co) (ES) ; 1 4  Mar (2) ,  llno11e Co (All, MAI( ) .  MC: 100, Carl ,C, 1'5 Mar 
(DMK) ; 56, Kendall Co, 25 Mai· (lll'S) ;  26, Chau, 1 7  Apr & 2() Mav ( H&SBj) . W: 
11 May, JP ( l'C) . 
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Upland Sandpiper 
EA: 26 Apr, s. of Aldrige (Union Co) (HSI!, DJM et al. ) ;  8 May (2 ) ,  Champaign Co 
(EC) ; l l) May, near Cheny (llureau Co) (JEI I ) ;  23 May· (male) , Charleston ilirporl 
(Coles Co) (SD, SDB). No other reports. 

W h i m b rel 
Jll\/MC: 16  May (1l) , l llSP (KMJ . Others: 2 011 2 5  May reported from MPrice 
1.&D were " ... almost certainly in Missouri during our ohservalio11 (per G l'S calcu
lations hy l!a11dy Korotev) ." (WI() . 
H u dsonian Godwit 
'J\vo reports. EA: ') May (female, breeding plumage) , Fishhk (TAM) . LD: 1 2  May, 
nc. Brown Co ( l l lJB, PW, VK et al . ) .  
M arbled Goclwit 
EA/MC: 5 May (21), Wauk (AS, DD)-scconcl highest spring tally, W: 16 Jun, 
Grnss I. (Lake Co) (D IUJ) . One other report: 10 May, l lc11ncpi11 L (DFS) . 

Ruddy Tu rnstone 
EA: 10 May (11) ,  Wauk (AS); I l l  May (2) , l lc1111epi11 I. (JlFS ) ;  12 May, rurnl site 
near IJ\tawa ( I .a Salle Co) (JE i i ) ;  17 May Cl), I.ks l!iverbe11d (EC). MC: 7, 
l(ainhow Beach, Chi, 1 7  May (\VS) ; 7, Wauk, 23 May (1\S); 4, l le1111cpi11 I., 2:1 May 
(IF.I I ) .  W: 4 .Jun ,  Grll.akcs (DlUJ ) ;  H May, Carl C ( llMK), 
Sanderl i n g  
EA: 22 A(!! (ad. 1rn11-hrceding) .  Waukegan beach ( Lake Co) ('JCB cl al. ) -lies 
for lhircl earlies! II. arrival date; JU Mar ( 14) ,  II' ( l'C, SI.CJ ;  ll Mm (l in molt) . 
Cl i 1 1 . J .  (T:IM)-lhe only inland report. �IC: n:rnsP, :) I May (1\S) .  l�D : 7 ,Jun (4 ) ,  
lllSl' (:IS) ; <> Jun  ( 5 ) , J I' (KC) . 
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Semipalmated Sandpiper 
EA: 1 Mny, Madlsou Co (l'H); 3 May, Cl1d.l! (KM); 7 May, w. Knox Co (DJM) . MC: 
'200, MPrice L&D 25 May (DMK ; 1 25, acnnepin L, 23 May OEH);  32, Chau, 26 
M.ay (R&Sllj) .  LD: Sjun (6) , jl' (KC); 7 jun (20), Carbon I. (Fulton Co) (TAM); 
• J M:iy (75), se. M.1ssnc Co (VK et al.); 27 fay (50), MP rice L&D (DMK). Poor 
numbers at most sites. 

Western Sandpiper 
EA: 19 Apr, Carl.F (KM, DMK)-second earliest If. arrival; the only report. 

Least Sandpiper 
EA; 2 Mar (2), Bauce WMA (TAM); 30 Mar (2) ,  Carl.C (DMK) ; 1 1  Apr, Boone 
Co (An, MAR). MC: 25, fnmk 13tllrose Refuge (Pulaski Co), 2 1  Apr (RSR, DK); 
l8, Clllllon Co, 10 May (KM, Rll); 1 2+ ,  w. Knox Co, 7 May (DJM) ; 1 1 ,  Little Swan 
I. (Wamn Co) , May (l:J:Jl). J.D: jun, GrtLakes (ORD); 26 May, LCal (EW); 19  
lay, Madison Co (FH). 

W hite-ru mped Sandpiper 
EA: 28 Apr (4), Meredosia L (Morgan Co) (TAM) ; 3 May (15), Carl.F (DMK); 4 
May (3) ,  Spring I. (Carroll Co) (D"IW) . MC: 15 ,  Carl.F, 3 May (OMK) ; 14, nc. 
Brown Co, 12  May (HOB, PW, VK et al.). LD: 7 jun ( 11) ,  Carlson L (Fulton Co) 
(TAM) ;  3 1 May, 113SP (AS); 28 May (IO+),  nc, Knox Co (DJM) ; 25 May ( 10) ,  
MPricc L&D (DMK) . 

Baird's Sandpiper 
EA: I l Apr (4) , fishhk (TAM); 1 9 Apr (15_), Carl.F (DMK). MC: .li, as above
ties for second highest spring count. LO: 10 Jun, Grttakcs (DRD)-second lat
est on record; 15 May, Middlefork Savanna PP (Lake Co) QSg) ; 3 May (5) , Carl.F 
(KM); 30 Apr, Meredosia L (Morgan Co) (KM). The Few other reports were from 
the above-mentioned sites. Remark: Docmnentation is encouniged for June sight
ings. 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
EA: 8 Mar (15), Bruce WMA (TAM) ; 10  Mar (7), Eldon Hazlet SP (Clinton Co) 
( il\11) ; 29 Mar, l.ovcs P (Winnebago Co) ( OT\V) ; wld<$p1'cad by early April. MC: 
4000, CiirLF, J Mtty (KM, UMIO; 3000, Stephen Forbes SP (Marion Co), 30 Mar 
(DMK); 2000+, nenr Pr.Rdg, 19  Apr (MAH); 460, Cleiu' I, (Mason Co), 10 Apr 
(R&SBJ);  200, I & M C:1md (La Salle C'.o), Z7 Apr (DJS) . ID: 28 May (5) , Evanston 
(llW); !Cl fay ($), Ciu'l.C (DMK); 7 M�ty (3), w. Knox Co (DJM) . Well reported 
Slllll!ll'.ilie. 
Dun I in 
RA: '.iO Mar - 3 Apr, Carl.C (DMJl:ph.; TAM);  4 Apr, Johnson Co (KM, CT); May, 
.JP KC) ; 4 May ( I  ) , Sp1ing L (Carroll Cu) (IYrw) ; .IO May (2) , 11ear VlcfOrfn 
(Kno� Co) (DJM). MC: 280, Clllitt, 6 i\fa)'- "record nrm1bcr since we begun our 
ccnsu�cs In 1 9%"97" (R&Sllj); 250, l lcnncpln I., 23 May QHH); GQ, se Mns.'iilc 
Co, 31 Muy (VK Cl nl.); 50, Carl.JI, 1 9  Apr (D�1K, KM) & j titay ( l)MK); 59, JUSJ� 
:� 1 M:1)' (A '). m: SJun, \'V!nthro11 H (AS); :\ I M1\y (60) se. Mnssa Co VK et iu.). 
Wel l-reported statewide. 

Stilt Sandpiper 
RA: O 1r, Carl.fl (DMK:ph.)-earliest IL rcco1·d by 3 dny. ; '1.7 Apr, I & M 
Cnn;� (fa Salle Co) (DJS); 6 May, Fishhk (TAM) ;  12 May, ruml �he ne:1r Onmva 
(I.a Sall Co) ()ml) .  MC: 3, Carn; 2 1  Apr (DMK) . LO: 9 May, Rn1ce w 1A (TAM) ;  
:) Mny  (2) , Cml.F (KM) . 

Short-bi l led Dowitcher 
llA; 3 May _25 . C:irl.11 (DMK) ;  <) May (8), Brue<• WMA ('l'.AM); 10 M:11• (l), nc. 
l<no� Co (DJ I) . MC: l6, Spri11g I. (Carroll Co), 6 May OC); r, l�lr . I'; 3 May 
(JJMK); G, nc. Knox Co, I !\  Mlly (PIM). Others (unclocn111cnt1;.'(I); :u.Am: (1,) , 
F11111k Bcllro�e llclugc (Pula.�ld Cu); the status of this spcci<!.� piior· to the fast few 
d:1ys of April remains uncle:u· d 1 1  · to lack of documentation. No ucpnrtur� tiara. 

Long-billed Dowitcher 
EA: 2 Apr (5) ,  Miller Meadow, Maywood (Cook Co) QA)-recorcl early for n .  I L  
by  one day; 1 3  Apr ( 3 ) ,  Carl.C (DMK) ; l 7 Apr ( 1 1 ) ,  Johnson Co  (KM). MC: 25, 
Carl.P, 27 Apr (DMK) LO: 9 May (2) , llruce WMA (TAM) ; 3 May (20) , Carl .I' 
(KM). No reports from other sites . 

Wilson's Snipe 
EA: 20 Mar, Montrose H (GAW) ;  20 Mar, Victoria (Kna>. Co) (D.JM);  23 Mar (3) , 
Grassy L (Un ion Cu) (KM); 26 Mar, Springbrook Prairie FP (Du L'age Co) (Ml1C, 
UG) . MC: 52, Middlefork Savanna FP (Lake Co), l :? Apr (AS); 45, Miller Meadow, 
Mai�vood (Cook Co) , 4 Apr QA); 28, Pyrnrnid SI' (l'erry Co) , 5 Apr (RSR, JM cl 
al . ) ;  25 ,  Clin.L, 25 Mar ('li\M);  22,  Carl.I., 2 Apr (KM); 10, Little Swan I. (Warren 
Co),  .'I Apr (LUI). W: 7 May, l\1rtlehead I., Palos area (WS); 30 Apr (3) , 
Meredosia L (Morgan Co) (KM) ;  1 3  Apr ( J O) ,  Carl.F (DMK). 

American Woodcock 
EA: 22 Feb (5) , Johnson Co (KM, Fll, DMK) ; 14 Mar (4) , Decatur (TAM); 15  Mar, 
Boone Co (All, MAR). MC: I I ,  lllSP, 5 Apr (D'J'W) ; JO (displaying) , lireene Valley 
FP (Du Page Co), 26 Mar (lJG) ;  7, Joh nson Co, 1 4  Apr (KM) ; 6+ (displaying) , 
Clin . l., 25 Mar (TAM) , LD: 20 May, Grant P (DPS) ;  1 2  Mar, Carl .C (DMK) . 
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Wilson's P h alarope 
EA: 13 Apr (4), Mendota (La Salle Co), and (2), La Moille (Bureau Co) (DJS) ; ll) 
Apr (2) , Carl.JI (DMK, KM); 8 May (2) ,  Chau (R&SBj) .  MC: 6, La Salle and Bmeau 
Cos, as above; couuts of 2 from scattered sites statewide. LO: 1..l!!!! (male), 
Carlson L (Fulton Co) (TAM);  27 May, MPricc L&D (DMK) ; 13 May (2 males) , nc. 
Knox Co (DJM) . 

Red-necked P halarnpe 
llA: 2 May (pal(), Goose I. Prairie SNA (Grundy Co) (''BHT) . LD: 25-27 May, 
MPrice 1:&.D (DMK). One additional report, without elate, from Spring L near 
Savanna (C:wroll Co) (TH, m.ob., fide SDB) . 

Laughing Gull 
EA: l May (ad.) ,  Crab Or. (KM); 10 May, Rend J. (Fr:lllklin Co) (LS); 1 1  May, 
Carl.C (OMK) . MC: i (3 ad., 1 imm.), Cad.I., JO May (KM, RH) .  LO: 19 May - 3 
Jun (ad. on scattered dates) , Montrose II (GAW, m.ob.); 2 1 -25 May, MPrice L&D 
(FH, DMK)-possibly assignable, at least In part, to Mlssouri rather than IL. 
Season total of about eight individuals. 

Franklin's G ull  
EA: I May (ad.) , near 'poon L (DJM); 5 Mny (!.Id.), Wank (AS); 1 0  Mfly (imm.), 
Carl.L (KM, RH); 12  May (3), Clln.L (1'LIM ). tC: 3 (2 ad., l flnil-summer) , Clill.1, 
12 May (TAM) ;  3 (1 ad., 2- imm.) ,  Carl.L, 13 May (KM). J.D: 30 May (acl . ) ,  
Evanston (EW) ; 25-27 Muy, fyll'rite L&D (D �K). Sightings of lone adults along the 
L Michigan shorelin� from Wauk to JI', -- 1 5  M:1y. possllily lnvoll'e<l a sing!' lndi· 
viclnal. 

Bonap arte's Gull 
lli\: 8 Mar (2 a4) ,  Bru�c \VMA (ThM); !Ci M:n; Fil. (l'JO; 22 Mar ( 1 2) ,  Danada 
PP (Du Page C'A)) (J&JZ. fide F.S). MC: 1000, Rend l., l7 Mar (KM); 790+ , 
liv.mstoo, 24 Apr (EW) · .500, C.-u:J,C, 6 Agr (llMK); B, Clear L (Mason Co), 3 Apr 
(R&SBj). LD: 30 M:1y (5 !irst-summer), li•�mston (l\\V); 13 May, Carl.I. (KM). 

Ring-billed Gull  
MC: 50,000, Carl.I., 2 Mar (KM) ; 30,000, Carl.C, 8 Mar (DMK) ; 833, Chau, 1 3  
Mar (R&SBj); 820, Evanston, 10  May (EW) ; 750, Grant P, 2 1  May (DFS) . 

Herring Gull 
MC: 1800, Carl.I., 2 Mar (KM); 570, LCal, 26 Mar (DFS) ; 200+, Evanston, 4 May 
(EW) ; 13, Chau, 13 Mar (R&Silj) .  LD: 9 May, airport quarry at Rockfd (DTW) ; 30 
Apr, Meredosia L (Morgan Co) (KM) ; 12  Apr (3) , Carl.C (DMK) . 

Thayer's Gull 
EA: 13 Mar (first-winter) , Starved Rock SP (La Salle Co) (MW) ; 2') Mar (ad.), 
Evanston (EW) . MC/LO: 2, Winthrop 11, 26 Apr & 3 May (AS). 

Iceland Gull 
EA: 15 Mar (second-year), Winthrop H (AS). LD: 3 May, Winthrop H (AS) . 

Lesser Black-backed G u l l  
EA: 8 Mar (ad.) ,  Rend I .  (KM);  1 5  Mar (ad.) ,  Winthrop H (AS); 29-30 Mar, Carl.C 
(DMK); 6 Apr (second-year) , Mon trose H (GAW) . LO: 17-18 May, Carl.C (DMK) ; 
1 5- 18 May (first-year) , Montrose II (HDH, AS el al.) . About three additional indi· 
viduals in first third of May along I. Michigan. 

Gla ucous Gull 
EA: 29 Mar (first-spring) , Evanston (EW:ph .) ; 2.'l Mar (ad.) ,  Evanston (EW) . J.O: 
3 May (ad.) ,  Winthrnp J-1 (AS) ; 26 Apr (second-year), Winthrop H (AS). No other 
reports. 

Great Black-backed G u l l  
EA: 3 Mar (ad.) ,  JP (PD). LO: 5 Apr ( J st winter), Winthrnp 1 1  (DTW, AS) . 

Caspian Tern 
EA: 8 Apr, JP (fide KC) ; 10 Apr, llvm1sto11 (liW); I Z A11r, Carl.F (DMK); 30 11r (2), 
Meredosia l. (Morgan Co) (Ki'il) ; 1 1  May, nlrpurl qu:trry at llocl<l'd (DTW). MC: 
lli, JP, 3 May (KC) ; li(i, 111"-lllSl,oll, 10 May (ll\V); l ,. Carl.C, l� M11y .(nMK); 5, 
Chau, 1 5 May (R&SBj) . LO: Jun 0), Monlrl)S� II (GI\� ) ;  3 1  Mn.y (fl.), sc. 
Massac Co (VK et al. ) ;  27 May, HI. (HI); 23 M:iy (5), lkrmepin L (JEH); .17 May 
(2), Pu111;1111 Co (KM). 
Common Tern 
EA: 22 Apr (ad. breeding) , GrtJ,;1kes (•JCI! �I. al .)-cvidenlly the earl iest docu
mented dale for II.; 29 Apr (2) ,  11\"JtJSlllll (Il'W); May ( .), Mls.��sippi R (Adams 
Co) (AD); 1 1  May (4) , Cm:l.C (DMK). MC: .IOOO, Wank, 1 5  M\111 (KM) ; 665, 
Evanston ,  lO May (EW); 3 5, Grtl.ak1;�, l l  MU)' (ORD); 30, HI,, 25 May (DMK). 
LD: 27 May, MPrice f.&D (DMK); I':) Mny (2), Mootmsc 11 ({;1\W) ,  

Forster's Tern 
EA: 1 1  Apr, Evanston (ll\V) ; I AJ>r (3),  Clin.1, (EC) ; 14 Apr (2) ,  Union Co ( KM) ;  
1 6  Apr, Rock Cu t  (DTW), M(i: 5, Ev'J1u;1011, LO May (EW); 33 ,  Carl.I., 10 May 
(KM, RH); 4, Chau , 22 May (R&SBJ) .  LD: 7 Jun (ad.) ,  Long L (Schuyler Co) 
(TAM) ; 25 May (5), I ll. (J)MJ{)i 2,� May, Hennepin L QEH) ; 23 May (2) ,  Indian 
Rdg N ,  LCal (WM); 17 �lay (6), ).ks mv •rlicud (EC) 

Meadowlark 



Least Tern 
MC: 80, inland se. Massac Co, :1 I May (VK el aL)-record IL high count  away 
from breeding colonies, Only one additional report, of a single on 18 May at 
Wilmette (Cook Co) , where species merits documentation. 

Black Tern 
EA: ') May (9), Rock Cut (DTW) ; JU May, Bakers I., Palatine (Cook Co) (GAW) ; 
10 May (:\2) ,  Carl.C (DMK). MC: '15, Carl.L, I:\ May (KM);  JO+ ,  Cook Co lakc
front, I I  May (\VS); 24, llennepin L, 15 May (DFS) ; 18 ,  Mbsissippi R (Adams 
Co) , 1 5  May (AD); 7 ,  Chau, 1 5  May (R&SBj). LD: 31 May (4), se. Massac Co (VK, 
MAii d al. ) ;  17 May, Putnam Co (KM),  

Rock Pigeon 
MC: 2 1 5 ,  s. Cook Co, 5 Apr (DFS) ; 20, CarLC, 26 May (DMK)-the only counts 
reported. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 
MC: 20, Alma (Marion Co), 8 Mar (DMK) ; 1 5, Carl.C, 25 May (DMK); 7, 
Metropolis (Massac Co) , 1 7  Apr (KM) ; 7, Berwyn (Cook Co) , 3 1  May (WS) ; 4, 
Montgomery Co, JO  May (RJ) ; 2 ,  Paradise L (Coles Co) , 17 Apr (RJ) , Locally well 
established in the s. half of IL. Evidently new sites in c. IL (Mason Co) include 2 
at forest Cily and I at Bishop, 5 Apr (TAM) . Sightings from the n , half remain 
problematic due to confusion with very similar Ringed 1\ll'lle-Dove (of avicultural 
origins) , including hybrids with that form, and weak documentation. 

[Wl llT!l-W I N G E:D  DOVE: 
13 May, Cook Co-six previously accepted records, with records every year since 
lhe first in  I 9l)8. ]  

Mourning Dove 
EA: 15 Mar (7) , JP (KC) ; 2 Apr, Grant I' (DFS). MC: 1i(i ("flocks heading south 
over 1 . 5  hours") , Evanston, 20 Apr (EW) ; 73, St. Clair Co, 28 Feb (KM); 57, 
Kendall Co, 13 Apr (DFS) ; 50, Carl.C, 15 Mar (DMK) ; 19, Bushnell (McDonough 
Co) , 3 Mar (I.Li l) .  LD: 8 May (2) ,  Grant P (DFS) . 

M o n k  Parakeet 
MC: 125 (plus 28 huge nests), Burnham (Cook Co) , 15 Mar (WM) ;  17, Addison 
(Du Page Co) , 29 Mar (UG);  2, Carl.C, 12 Apr (DMK). Increasingly widespread in 
greater Chicago area, and now ubiquitous i n s. Cook Co. Records from elsewhere 
are technically best treated as involving unestablished escapes. 

Black-billed Cuckoo 
EA: 9 May (2) ,  Fall Creek Rest Area (Adams Co) (AD); 9 May, 18 Bottoms 
(Franklin Co) (LS) ; 17 May, Elsen's Hill (Du Page Co) (ES); 24 May, Linc.I' (EW) . 
LD: I I  Jun, Linc.I' (GAW) ; 26 May, Carl.P (DMK ) ;  23 May (window kill, with 
prominent brood patch) , Normal (McLean Co) (MF). No counts greater than 2 
submitted. Sec next. 

Yel low-billed Cuckoo 
EA: I May, Montrose H (WS) ; I May (4) ,  Ferne Clyffe SP (Johnson Co) (KM); 2 
May, St. Clair Co (TUM); 7 May, Knox College (DJM) .  MC: 74, sw. Union Co, JO 
May (VK, MTB)-second highest spring tally on record; li2 (large noctur
nal migration) , near Jonesboro (Union Co) , JO May (SDB)-third highest 
spring tally on record; '!2, Jackson Co, 8 May (VK, VL, RSR); 2_2, Clinton Co, 
10 May (KM, Rfl); 10,  Adams Co, 26 May (AD). LD: 1 1  Jun,  Linc.I' (GAW) . As both 
cuckoo species have shown massive declines in recent years, this spring's high 
counts for Yellow-billed Cuckoo likely rcBcct a coincidence of skilled observers 
and large n ights (particularly on the SBC of 10 May) rather than any real recov
ery. Singles only reported from n. IL 

Barn Owl 
One report: :l l Mar ("at usual nest") ,  Union Co (KM) . 

Eastern Screech-Owl 
MC: 6, Miller Meadow, Maywood (Cook Co), 2 Mar (JA, WM) ; 2 ,  Carl.C, JO  May 
(DMK) ; 2, Thompsonville (Franklin Co) , JO May (LS). LD: 8 Apr (migrant, reel 
morph) , M.i\rb (MBC). Others: 9 Mar (found dead, red morph) , HL (l'H) ;  JO 
May, Highland Park (Lake Co) (DRD). 

Great Horned Owl 
MC: 3 ,  McDowell Grove FP (Du Page Co) , 19  Apr (ES); 2 ,  Carl.C, 12  Apr & JO May 
(DMK). Numbers in s. IL h i t  hard by West Nile Virns (KM) , A few additional 
reports of singles and nests. 

BURROWING OWL 
EA: 17 Mar, far c. Champaign Co, near Allerton (Vermilion Co) (RJ,  SDB:ph, 
JOS:ph .)-record early spring date; 1 5  previous IL reports (most remain 
unreviewcd by IORC) , the last in 1989. 

Barred Owl 
MC: 13, Jackson Co, JO May (RSR, CAr, RM) ; 9, Carl.C, JO May (DMK) ; 3, 
Granvi lle Township (Putnam Co) , 13 Apr (UG) ; 2 ,  Waterfal l Glen FP (Du Page Co), 
22 Apr (UG). Others: 20 Mar, Knox College (DJM) ; 20 Mar, Chau (R&SBj) ;  1 1  
May (heard) , Plum Creek FP (s. Cook Co) (WS). 
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Lo ng-eared Owl 
EA: 2ll Mar, JP (PD) . MC: (1, Bartel Grasslands (Cook Co) , all Mar (IVS). Ul: l h  
Apr, 111' campus, Chi (GAW) ; I 'i Apr, J P  (\VS) . N o  repol'IS from othcl' sites. 

S h o r t-eared Owl 
EA: l 'i Mar, Glacial P (McHe111y Co) (DF); :JO Mar - 6 Apr, IL of Towa11da (Mel .can 
Co) (MLH) ; I Apr, Evanston (E\V:video) . LD: 26 Ap l', Wauk (AS); 14 Apr, !.inc.I' 
(EW:video, in.ob) ; 12 Apr, Towanda (Mel.can Co)  (D'l 'W, TAM) ; 5 Apr (2), lllSI' 
(AS, DT\V ) ;  22 Feb ( 2 ) ,  Johnson Co (KM, DMK, FB ) .  

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
LD: 20 Mar, Montrose H (Bi l ,  GAW) . 

Common Nighthawk 
EA: 28 Apr, Madison Co (I'll ) ;  30 Apr, Knox Co (JT fide DJM) ; .'JO Apr, Decatul' 
('!'AM) ; 9 May, JP (SLC). MC: 12!!, Pomona, 29 Apr (RSR)-record spring 
high count; 20+, Palos area, 29 May (\VS). LD: 30 May (6 northbound 
migrants) , llyde Park, Chi (SLC) ; :lO May (2 nol'thbound migrants) , Evanston 
(EW) ; 29 May, Woodridge (Du Page Co) (MllC) . Few l'eports other than SBC data. 

C h u c k-wi l l 's-wi d ow 
EA: 18 Apr, Ferne Clyffe SP (Johnson Co) (KM); 10 May, Urbana (EC)-the only 
datum outside s. IL. MC: 27 (calling males) , Ferne Clyffc SP (Johnson Co) , 8 May 
(SDll)-record IL h igh count. 

W h i p-poor-wi l l  
EA:  14  Apr (male) , Hyde Park, Ch i  (SLC) ; 14  Apr  (3) , Washington Co CA 
(Washington Co) (KM) . MC: R, Washington Co CA (Washington Co) , 14  Apr (KM ) ;  
8 ,  Old Ben 25-27 minc complex (Franklin Co) , 27 Apr (LS) ; 4 ,  c .  Knox Co, JO  May 
(DJM) . LD: 1 1  May, JP (AW, BH et al. ) .  Very few reports statewide. "First time I've 
missed them, despite t1ying a number of times in past breeding areas .... " (EW). 

[ BLACK SWIFT 
3 1  May, Du Page Co-no previously accepted IL recorcls.J 

Chimney Swift 
EA: 3 1  Mar,Johnson Co (KM);  19 Apr, Rogers P, Chi (TSS) ;  19 Apr ( 4) , Galesburg 
(Knox Co) (DJM);  20 Apr, Wheaton (Du Page Co) (ES) , MC: 500, Johnson Co, 14  
Apr  (KM); 70 ,  CarLC, JO May (DMK); 50 ,  Evanston, 1 0  May (EW). 

R u by-throated H u mm i ngbird 
EA: 1 8  Apr (female) , Spitler Wds SNA (Macon Co) (TAM) ; 1 8  Apr, Pomona (KM);  
2 May, Rocld"cl (DTW) ; 3 May (2) , Boone Co (All, MAR) ; 4 May, M.Arb (ES). MC: 
1 2 , Jackson Co, JO May (RSR, CAr, RM) ; 6, Palos area, 25 May (\VS) , LD: 27 May 
(female), JP  (KC, SLC) . Rather poorly reported. 

RUFOUS HUM MINGBIRD 
EA: 20-22 Apr (ad. male at feeder), rural Lee Co (A&PY:ph., ''JEl!)-first Lee 
Co record; first spring record for IL. Ten previously accepted IL records, al l  
from fall and winter (Sep - Jan). 

B elted K i ngfisher 
EA: 4 Mar, Chau (R&SBj) ;  14  Mar, Hidden L Fl' (Du Page Co) (ES); 19  Mar (first
ycar male) , JP (KC). MC: 4, Kendall Co, 13 Apr (DFS) ;  3, Merrnet L, 6 Apr (KM, 
CT, Fll) .  LD: 19  May, Rosehill Cemete1y (Cook Co) (DFS) ; l l) May, Evanston (EW) ; 
18 May, JP (PC). 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
EA: 2 A1>r, e. Stephenson Co (D'J'W)-remarkably early if migrant; 20 Apr, 
Chinquapin Psv (MF) ; 2 1  Apr, Adams Co (AD); 25 Apr, Montrose H (GAW) . MC: 
27, Champaign Co, 10 May (EC); 13 ,  Kankakee Co, 27 Apr (DFS); 13, Levee Road 
(Monroe Co) , 3 May (JPZ). LD: 6Jun (2) , JP (KC); 2 Jun ,  JI'[' campus, Chi (GAW) . 
Increased numbers in Champaign Co (EC), 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 
EA: 28 Apr, Linc.P (EW, m.ob); 6 May (male) , JP (PC, SLC) . MC: 26, Bureau Co, 
JO  May (DFS) ;  22 ,  Palos area, 10 May (WS) ; 17 ,  Marshall Co, 26 Apr (Dl'S) ; 14, 
Ft Massac, 3 1  Mar (KM); 10, Carl.C, 22-23 Mar (DMK). LD: 23 May, JP  (KC). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
EA: 23 Mar, Urbana (EC); 23 Mar (2) , Union Co (KM); 2 5  Mar, Boone Co (All, 
MAR) ; 25 Mar (male) , JP (KC) . MC: 1 15+, lllSP and Wauk, 5 Apr (DTW)- "we 
certainly unclercounted-probably 140-150 with more than 100 at IL Beach" 
(DTW)- easy record Illlinois high count, with previous maxima to 36 birds; 
14, JP, IO Apr (PC, KC); 4, Ft Massac, 31 Mar (KM) . LD: 23 May, Sun
Times/Wrigley Building courtyard, downtown Chi (WS); 22 May, Grant P (DFS) ; 20 
May, Il'J' campus, Chi (GAW) ; 15 May, near Mattoon (Coles Co) (LllH)-"latest 
county departure record by 4 days" (LBll) ; 14 May, Ewing P, Bloomington 
(McLean Co) ('!'EB) ; 15 Apr, l leron Pond (KM) . 

Downy Woodpecker 
MC: 30, Salt Crk, 16 Mar (DFS) ;  2 1 ,  Hennepin L, 3 Apr (Dl'S) ; 19, LCal, 18 Apr 
(DFS) ;  10, Ft Massac, :-1 1 Mar (KM) ; 10,  Carl.C, 13 Apr (DMK) . 
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Hairy Woodpecker 
MC: 6, Salt Crk, 4 May (DfS) ; 4, ft M�1ssac, 9 Apr (KM); 3 ,  Carl.C, 21 Apr (DMK) . 
LD: 3 Jun ("late migrant") , Linc.P (GAW). 

Northern Fl icker 
EA: J9 Mar, Linc.P (GAW);  21 Mar (female) , JP (KC) ; 29 Mar ( l l ) ,  Adams Co 
(AD). MC: 63, LCal, J8 Apr (DFS) ; 34, Ford Co, 5 Apr (DFS) ; 33, JP, 10 Apr (KC); 
32, Hennepin L, 3 Apr (DFS) ; 17, Jackson Co, 23 Mar (KM) . LD: l Jun ("latest 
migrant obsened") , Graceland Cemete1y, Chi (GAW) ; 20 May, Grant P (DI'S) .  

Pileated Woodpecker 
MC: 1 2 ,  Union Co, 10 May (SDB) ; 9, Jackson Co, JO May (RSR, CAr, RM); 3, 
Hennepin L, 3 Apr (DfS) ; 3 ,  Pecatonica, JO May (DTW) . Others (extralimital) : 
15 Apr, Waterfall Glen FP (Du Page Co) (R&KF) ; 25-26 May, Swallow Cliffs 
FP. Palos area (WS, AW, m.ob.) .  

Olive-sided Flycatcher 
EA: 10 May, Linc.P (BH); 1 0  May, Ewing P, Bloomington (McLean Co) (MLR) ; 10 
May, Urbana (EC); 10 May, Decatur (TAM). MC: 3, M.Arb, 26 May (WM,JAl. LD: 
7 Jun, Winthrop H (JRS et al.) ; 5 Jun, JP (KC); 5 Jun, Middle Fork SFWA (Vermilion 
Co) (SDB) ; 4 Jun, near Streator (Livingston Co) (SDB) ; 26 May, Carl.C (DMK)
lhe only datum from s. IL. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 
EA: 1 M ay (6), Fl Massac (KM) ;  3 May (2) , Carl.C (DMK) ; 6 May, JP (PC, WS) ; JO 
May (2) , Knox College (DJM) . MC J 6, Lee Co, 17 May (DFS) ; 14 ,  JP, 19 May 
(PC); 1 2 , Jackson Co, 10 May (RSR, CAr, llM) .  LD: J 6 Jun (3) , Grant P (DFS); 6 
Jun (3) , l.inc.P (EW) . 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
EA: 5 May, Adams Co (AD); 10 May, Urbana (EC) ; 1 1  May, Skokie Lagoons (Cook 
Co) (GAW) . MC: 5, Grant P, 2 Jun (DFS) ; 3, Carl.C, 26 May (DMK) ; 2, Adams Co, 
9 May (AD). LD: 13 Jun, IIT campus, Chi (GAW) ; 1 1  Jun (3) , Grant P (DFS) ; 4 
Jun, near Streator (Livingston Co) (SOB); 26 May (3) , Carl.C (DMK). 

Acadian Flycatcher 
EA: 26 Apr (3) ,  Ft Ma�sac (KM, DMK, FB); 2 May, Humiston W<ls (DFS) ; 7 May, 
Knox College (DJM);  1 4  May, Palos area (EW) . MC: 14, Jackson Co, 10 May (RSR, 
CAr, RM) ; 6, Massac Co, I May (KM); 3, Montgome1y Co, LO May (!\)) . LD: 11 
1lli! (2) , Gra11l P (DFS) ; 4 Jun, J.inc.P (GAW) ; 1 Jun (2) , !BSP (AS) .  

"Traill's Flycatcher" 
MC: L6, Grant P, 28 May (DPS) . LD: IO Jun, Grant P (DFS) . 

Alder Flycatcher 
EA: LO May, Decatur (TAM) ; 1 3  May, Rosehill Cemete1y (Cook Co) (DFS) ; 15 May, 
East St. Louis (Madison Co) (DMK) . MC: LO, Carl.C, 17 May; 4, Rock Cul, 26 May 
(DFS) ; 3, Montrose H, 28 May & 3 Jun (GAW) ; 3, Vermilion Co, 5 Jun (SDB) . LD: 
J2 Jun, Swallow CLiffs FP, Palos area (DFS) ; 8 Jun, Danville (Vermilion Co) (GAW) ; 
26 May (6) , Carl.C (DMK) . 

Willow Flycatcher 
EA: LO May, statewide (m.ob.). MC: 5 ,  JP, 28 May (PC, SLC) ; 4, Montrose H ,  28 
May (GAW).  LD: 11 Jun (2),  Gran t P (DI'S) . Poorly reported. 

Least Flycatcher 
EA: 26 Apr, Rend L (Franldin Co) (J.S) ; 26 Apr, Ft Massac (KM, DMK, FB); 28 Apr, 
Montrose H (GAW) ; I May, Spoon !. (DJM ) .  MC: 38 (25 at Rosehill Cemete1y, 1 3  
at Grant P) , C h i ,  19 May (DFS) ; 1 9+ , JP, J9 May (PC) ; 1 2 ,  Linc.P, J9 May (EW);  
3, s. Clinton Co,  1 3  May (KM) . LD: .ll..l!lli, IBSP (ORD) ; 2 Jun, various sites, Chi 
(KC, GAW, DFS) ; 1 8  May, Carl.C (DMK); 18 May, Decatm (TAM); 17 May, Pomona 
(RSR) . Poorly reporled. 

Eastern P hoebe 
EA: J 5  Mar, Isle a la Cache, Romeoville (Will Co) (CAI); 15 Mar, Busey Wds (EC); 
16 Mar (2) , Salt Crk (DFS) ; 16 Mar, JP (KC) ; 16 Mar, Henderson Co (DJM) ; 17 
Mar, SL Clair Co (TUM) . MC: 23, JP, 2 /\pr (KC, PC) ; 21, Grant P, 2 Apr (DFS) ; 1 5 ,  
Winnebago Co, 29 Mar (DTW); 8 ,  Massac Co, I May (KM). LO: 18 May, JP (KC) . 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
EA: 18 Apr (2) , Union Co (KM); I May, Knox Co (DJM) ; 6 May, Montrose H (BH) ; 
6 May, JP (DC) . MC: 46, sw. Union Co, JO May (VK, MTB) ; 14, Massac Co, I May 
(KM) ; 5, JP, 10 May (PC) . LD: 18 Jun (3) , Linc.P (GAW) ; J I  Jun (2 males) , 
Evanston (EW) ; 1 Jun, Rainbow Beach, Chi (DFS) . 

Western Kingbird 
EA: I May, Madison Co (FH). MC: 5 ,  Granite City (Madison Co), 29 May (FH) ; 3, 
East St. Louis (Madison Co) , 25 May (DMK). Reports confined to Madison Co 
(Granite City and East St. J.ouis). 

Eastern Kingbird 
EA: 13 Apr, Mermet L (TEB ) ;  19 /\pr (2) , Carl.C (DMK); 30 Apr, Champaign Co 
(EC) ; 1 May, Gamber Cove (e. Knox Co) (DJM); 3 May, Boone Co (AB, MAR) ; 7 
May, M.Arb (ES). MC: 45, Carl.C, 10 May (DMK) ; 39, sw. Union Co, LO May (VK, 
MTB) ; 34, JP, L9 May (PC). 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
Evidently three individuals. EA: 7-8 May & l J May (male) , sw. Jackson Co (VK el 
al.) ; 10 May (pair) , nw. Union Co (DFr fide VK), 

Loggerhead Shrike 
EA: 23 Mar, JP (PC, KC) ; 29 Mar (migrant) , Farina (Fayette Co) (TAM) ;  6 Apr, 
Montrose II (JRS el al. ) ;  J5 Apr, Orland Grasslands (Cook Co) (WS) . MC: 4, 
Pyramid SP (Peny Co) , 5 Apr (RSR, JM el al.). Other (north ) :  .27 Apr, Midewin 
National Tallgrnss Prairie (Will Co) (AS) . 

Northern Sh rike 
LD: 2 1  Mar (present since early Feb),  ChiBotGdn (EW, JFS); 8 Mar (first-winter) , 
Bartel Grasslands (Cook Co) (EW:ph.) ;  8 Mar, ChiBotGdn (AS) ; J Mar, Hcidecke 
L (Grundy Co) (GAW) . No other reports. 

W hite-eyed Vireo 
EA: 4 Ai1r, Ft Massac (KM, Cl') ; 17 Apr, West Frankfort (Franklin Co) (LS) ; 20 
Apr, Springbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co) (ES) ; 27 Apr, l.inc.P (EW, BH) ; J May, 
e. Knox Co (DJM). MC: 46, Union Co, LO May (SDB)-second highest IL 
count; 19,  Jackson Co, 10 May (RSR, CAr, RM); 1 3 ,  Union Co, 18 Apr (KM); 2 ,  
John ]. Duffy FP, Palos area, 1 6  May (WS) . LD: 22 May, J P  (KC) . 

Bell 's Vireo 
EA: 30 Apr, Edward R. Madigan SP (Logan Co) (DFS) ; I May, Madison Co (FH); 
1 May (2) , Crab Or. (KM) ; 1 1  May, JP (PC) . MC: 4, CarLC, 1 0  May (DMK) ; 4, near 
Ml Pleasant (Union Co), 10 May (SDB) ; 3, Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
(Will Co), 9 May (CAI); 2, Hennepin Canal Parkway SP (Bureau Co), 10 May 
(DFS) . LD: 18 May, West Okaw R Unit, Shelbyville FWA (Moultrie Co) (TAM) . 
Other: 24 May to end of season (singing male) , Eggers Wds, I.Cal (WM).  

Yell ow-throated Vireo 
EA: 14 Apr (2), Jackson Co (KM) ; 22 Apr, Waterfall Glen FP (Du Page Co) (UG); 
27 Apr, Boone Co (/113, MAR) ; 2 May, Champaign Co (EC) . MC: 20, Union Co, 10 
May (SDB) ; 9, Massac Co, 1 May (KM) ; 8, Salt Crk, 1 8  May (DFS); 6, Palos area, 
26 May (JlW) . LD: 1 Jun, Rainbow Beach, Chi (DFS); 24 May, Elsen's Hill (Du 
Page Co) (ES) . 

Blue-headed Vireo 
EA: 19 Apr, Rockfd (DTW) ; 19 Apr, Ft Massac (KM); 24 Apr, JP (DES, MJS) ; 27 
Apr, Busey Wds (EC) . MC: 8, Rock Island Co,  I May (SFd) ; 8, Jackson Co,  10 May 
(HSR, C/\r, RM) ; 8, Salt Crk, 18 May (DFS) . LD: 4 Jun, Thatcher Wds FP, River 
Forest (Cook Co) (JA) ; 26 May, M.Arb (JA, WM); 1 8  May, Decatur (TAM) ; 3-4 
May, Carl.C (DMK). Notably high num bers and frequency of occurrence. 

Warbling Vireo 
EA: 13 Apr, Carl.C (DMK) ; 20 Apr, Boone Co (AB, MAR) ; 22 Apr, Bruce WMA 
(TAM) ; 25 Apr, Adams Co (AD) . MC: 40, LCal, 23 May (DFSJ; 32,  Bureau Co, I O  
May (DFS) ; 28, Union Co, 10 May (SOB) . LD: 2 8  May (migrating along lakefronl) , 
Evanston (EW) ; 2 1  May, Knox College (DJM) . 

Philadelphia Vireo 
EA: 7 May, Linc.P (GAW); 10 May, statewide (m.ob.). MC: 3, Rosehill Cemetery 
(Cook Co), 19 May (DFS) ; 3, Olin Preserve of !he Nature Institute (Madison Co) , 
25 May (WR) . LD: 3 Jun, Grant P (DFS) ; 3 Jun (2) , Linc.P (GAW) ; 18 May, Carl.C 
(DMK); 18 May, HL (Fil); 18 May, Busey Wds (EC) . 

Red-eyed Vireo 
EA: 14 Apr, La Rue-Pine Hills Ecological Area (Union Co) (KM); 20 Apr (6) , 
Clmm1laig11 Co (EC); 28 Apr (2) , JP (SLCJ . MC: IQ, Union Co, LO May (SOS); G3., 
l'alO$ :\re:\, 26 May (EW); 49, Rock Cul, 26 May (DFS) ; 12, Carl.C, 26 May (DMK); 
note al o late-season count of 17 ,  Grant P, 2 Jun (DFS) . LD: _l_fi__Jnn, Grant P 
(DFS) ;  12 Jun (3 males), Evanston (EW) ; 1 1  Jun, Linc.P (GAW) . 

Blue Jay 
EA: 19 Apr (3), McClaugluy Springs Wds PP, Palos area (EW) ; 22 Apr, JP (PC) . 
MC: 100, Meredosia L (Morgan Co), 30 Apr (KM); 63, Evanston ,  10 May (EW) ; 
47, JP, 28 May (PC, SLC) ; 30, Carl.C, 30 Mar & 13 Apr (DMK). LD: 8 Jun, Rainbow 
Beach, Chi (DFS) ; 6 Jun (48) , Wilmette (Cook Co) (EW) . Wintering populations 
reported as depleted to absent at sites in Cook and Du Page Cos, perhaps due to 
West Nile Vims. 

American Crow 
MC: 9 1 ,  Lee Co, 1 5  Mar (DFS) ; 40, JP, 18 Mar (PC) ; 30, Carl.C, 8 Mar & 23 Mar 
(DMK). Still ve1y scarce at some sites- e.g., only 4 individuals in 15 hours of 
birding on 10 May, LCal (WM)-li kely due to West Nile Virus. 

Fish Crow 
EA: 8 Mar, Ft Massac (KM) ; 22 Mar, Santa Fe Boltoms (Clinton Co) (DMK) . MC: 
liQ, East SL Louis (Madison Co), 24 Mar (KM)-record IL high count; 10,  
Logan Hollow Fish Farm (Jackson Co),  2 L  Apr (RSR) . Others: JO May (2) , s.  
Clinton Co (KM, RH) ; J8 May, Carl .C (DMK). Few reports. 

Meadowlark 



H o rned Lark 
EA: J (i Mai·, Evanston (l\W).  MC: 1 50, C;11'i.C, 25 Mar (DMI(); < J4,  Ford Co, 'i Apr 
(DPS); J 7, 1.e.e Co, 3 May (DI'S) J.D: 2/i Mar ( 2 ) ,  E1a11stn11 (EW) . Poorly report
ed 

Pu rple Ma rtin 
EA: 8 M;1r ( 2 ) ,  Mcrmet L ( KM ) ;  J6 Mar, Carl.C (JlM K) ; 23 Mar (2 1rn1les), near 
Charleston (Cob Co) (J.BH) ; 21 Apr ( 1 1 1 ) ,  lloont· Co (All, MAR) . M C :  HO, Carl.C. 
.1 May (llM K) ; SU, Menne! !., )I Mar ( K M ) ;  1 0, ,JP, 25 Mav ( KC) . P<Jorly report
ed. 

Tree Swallow 
EA: 8 Mar (6),  Mmnd I. (KM) ; 16 Mar, JJI. (Fi i) ; 1 6  Mar, widcw;1ters of Des 
Plaines R, Channahon (WiJI Cu) (ur;) ;  20 Mar, Knox C<Jl!ege (DJ M ) . MC: l '\00, 
Union Co, 5 Apr (KM, Fil, CT); JUUU, Frank Bellruse IMuge ( Pulaski Co), 21 Apr 
(RSR, DK) ; 200, Hock Cut, J 6 ,\pr (IJTW) ; J I 0, Nelson I. Marsh (Kane Co) , ) Apr 
(ES) ; J OO+,  L Storey (Knox Co) , 1 7  Apr (DJM) . l.D: J J u n ,  Rainbow fleach, Chi 
(DI'S) .  

N orthern Rough-winged Swallow 
EA: 20 Mar, Pomona (KM); 26 Mar, l l iddcn L Fl' (Du Page Co) (MflC)
rccord early for 11. IL by five days; 4 Apr, Grant P (UFS ) ;  4 Apr ( 4), Spoon L 
(DJM) .  MC: 70, lknnepin L, 15 M ay (DFS, J'Ck); ()0, Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson 
Co) , 4 Apr (KM, CT) ; 60, JP, 8 May (PC) ; 40 (Msling colony), Ramsey I. SP 
(Fayette Co), 20 Apr (llj) . 

B a n k  Swallow 
EA: 5 Apr (6), Union Co (KM, CT, Fil); 15 Apr, J.inc.P (EW) ; :1 May (4) , airport 
quarry at Rocl&I (DT\V) ; 8 May (4) , Champaign Co (EC). MC: 1760, llenncpin 
I., 15 May (DFS, PCk); 250, Winthrop 11, 17 May (D'l'W) ; JOO, Carl.C, 3 May 
(DMK). The count of  1 760 is based 011 a tally of birds visihle and ide111ifo1ble at 
one time i n  one quadrnnt of wetlands oul of a rough estimate of 10,000 swal
lows over the entire wetland during the early morning hours (DI'S) . 

Cl iff Swallow 
EA: 26 Mar (2) ,  Rend I. (KM, CL); 1 5  Apr, JP (SF); 3 May (:)), llorner I. 
(Cham paign Co) (EC). MC: 378, jackson Co, JO May (PB et al. fide llSM) ;  200+ 
(at 120 nests) , Levee Road (Monroe Cu) , 29 May (JPZ) ; 40, Carl.C, 10 May & 1 7  
May (DMK) ; J l , .Jl', 10 May (SLC, PC) . LO: I Jun, Hainbow Beach, Chi (DFS) ; 2 6  
May (2) ,  Palos area (l',\V) . Poorly reported outside s. JJ.. See remarks a t  flarn 
Swal low. 

Barn Swallow 
EA: 20 M ar, Union Co (KM ) ;  29 Mar, Bartlett (Du Page Co) (ES); 1 2  Apr, Spoon 
I. (DJM);  1 5  Apr (2) , JP (PC) , MC: 750, l lennepin I., 15 May (DPS, PCk) ; J 70 
(migrating norlb on I. Mich igan) ,  Grant l', 22 May (DI'S) ;  50, Carl .C, 3 May 
(IJMK). Massive reverse migration of swallows (dominated by Barn aml Cliff 
Swallows) noted along L M ichigrn1 shoreline of Cook Co 011 J J May from Wilrnctlc 
to LCal, thought to include tens of thousands of individuals (WS ct al . ) .  

Carolina Chickadee 
MC: 28, Fl Massac, 31 Mar (KM); 20, Carl.C, 2:) Mar, 30 Mar & Cl  Apr (DMK) . 

Black-capped Chickadee 
MC: 37, Kendall Co, 1 3  Apr (DI'S); 32,  Sall Crk, 20 Apr (DFS) ;  other reported 
maxima to 7 individuals. 

Tufted Titmouse 
MC: 42, Union Co, 1 4  Apr (KM);  :10, Carl.C, 1 2  Apr (DMK); 20, Marshall Co, 2<1 
Apr (DFS) ;  J O, l'alos area, J U  May (\VS); 3+, I. Bracken area (Kt11», Co), 8 Mar 
(DJM) . 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
EA: JU  May (2),  M.J\rh (ES,JCl. W: 23 May, (;rant I' (TSS); J3 May (pair), M.Arh 
(ES) ; 19 Mar, St. C.lair Co (KM) . No others reported, although some observers 
commented on lack of sightings, 

W hite-breasted N uthatch 
MC: I 0, ne. I.cc Co, 15 May (DFS); H, Clinton Co, :1 May (l(M ) ;  other reprn'tcd high 
counts did not exceed 4 birds. 

Brown Creeper 
F.A: 8 Mar, Mermet L (KM); 'I Mar, llL (Fi l ) ;  J6 Mar (J), Kane Co (MllC); Hi Mar, 
)l' (PC); 4 Apr, Bushnell (McOonough Co) (LI.I I ) .  MC: 18 ,  I.inc.I', 2 Apr (l;AW) ; 
14, Waterfall Glen FP (Du Page Cu), 2 J  Apr (JC) ; J 2, flusey Wds, 6 1\pr (EC) ; h, 
Ft Massac, 31 Mar (KM) LD: 27 May ( in j ured) , .JI' (SJ.C) ; JO May, Mahomet 
(Champaign Co) (EC); 1 0  May, Evanston (J-:\� I ;  t:1 Apr, Carl.C (IJMK) . 

Carolina Wren 
MC: 20, Union Co, JU May (SIJB) ;  14, Fl Massac, .-\ I Mar (KM); 'i, Palos area, JO 
May (\VS); 4 (two territorial pairs), JI', 27 May (SI.CJ ; 2 ,  McKinley Weis Fl' (Will 
Co), 16 Mar (UG) . Suhsla111ial increase (including pai red territorial birds) in 
nc. II.. 
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BEWICl<'s W REN 
EA: :-\U Apr, Siloam Springs SI' (1'll:11ns Co) (l(M)-u11docu111c111cd reco1·d from 
the sole relicl breeding site i n  1 1 .. I Pending IOHC Hcview: 6 A11r , Conk C1 1-L:vi
dc11tlv a record early dale for 11. IL I 
H ouse \Vrcn 
EA: 1 3  Apr, Carl .C ( IJMK) :  J(J 1\pr, 1 1'1' campus, Chi ((;,\\V ) ;  16 Apr, l\nox College 
(ll.J M ) . MC: 4X, Bureau Co, 10 Mav (DFS): 2'i, l.ivi 11gst1111 Co, 2 May (DI'S); JU, 
Carl .C, :1 May (UM K) .  Seriously depicted numbers in l'alos area (WS) , and poor
ly reported as migrants from Chicago's lakefront parks. 

Winter W re n  
EA: 1 6  Mar (singing) , s. of Nauvoo (Jlancock Co) (D] M ) ;  2 0  Mar, Grassy I. (Union 
Co) (KM) ; 2 'i  Mar (2) , L inc l' ( fl l l ) ;  2 'i  Mar, J P  ( l'C.) ; 30 Mar (5) , Rnclifd (DTW). 
MC: <>, IBSI', 5 Apr (DTW);  7, l'I Ma�SJIC, ,) I Mar (IM) ;  5, Rockfd, :W Mar (DTW); 
2, Knox l.ollcge, J3 Apr (DJM). ll): ll Mlly, JP  (SL .); :1 May, s. Clinton Co (KM);  
28 Apr (singing) , ChiBotGdn (l!W); 2(1 1\pr, �·nwl<lln Creek NA (I.cc Co) (\;AW) ;  
1 9  Apr, Chinquallin rsv ( Mr) . ll'l�lk p'L� �'ltge. est-building noted at Distillery 
CA (lloone Co), 18 Apr (DTW). 

Sedge Wren 
EA: 26 Apr, Clear Creek Ll>vec Jload ( nion Co) (Dji\J}: Muy, Salt Crk (DI'S) ; '1 
May, Meadowbrook P, Urb11 11n (lie) . MC. 1 1 ,  L lllik1.1oh.t1, Mcmh.ita (La Salle Co) , 
J O  May (JEi i ) ;  7 (m:tles), near W:tt:;clrn ( l 1·oqu(lis Co), (1 May (SUll) ; 'i-5  
(singing) , lflSP, LS May (KD): , lroq110JN Co CA (h'OlJUois Co) ,  2 5  May (G1\W) . 
LD: 17 May, .JI' (SI.CJ· J.2 Muy, Gnmt P- "only li1�uit 1';1rk record" this spring 
(DFS). 

Marsh W re n  
EA: 1 8  Apr, Hcgcwisch Marsh, LCal (DFS); 211 Apr, Linc.I' ((:AW);  2 1 1  Apr, JP (PC) ; 
26 Apr, Oakwood flot10111s (Jackson Co) (RSR, VJ., DM);  26 Apr, Pulaski Co ( KM ,  
DMK, Fil). M C :  1 8 ,  L Kakusha, Mendola (I.a Salle Co) , J O  May (!EH) ;  5, l'alos 
area, 26 May (E\V); 4, Spunky Bottoms Marsh, Beardstown ( llrown Co), 3 May 
(TAM) . LO: JR May, Linc.I' (JiW); I tJ May, HJ. (Fii) ; 10 May, Urbana (EC) . A weak 
migration. 

Golde n-c rowned K i nglet 
EA: 8 Mar (2) , lllackhawk FP (Kane Co) (ES)-migrant?; H Mar (4) , Mcrmet L 
(KM) ; 16 Mar, Carl.C (DMK) ; 20 Mar (:)), Montrose H (GAW, Bil) ; 24 Mar (11) , 
Boone Co (AB, MAR) . MC: 60, l;rant P, 4 Apr (DI'S); 58 ( including 46 in one 
nock), J.owden·Mil ler State Forest (Ogle Co), 6 Apr (D'IW); 22,  Fl Massac, 3 J Mar 
(KM); 10,  Kt10x College, 30 Mar (IJJM) . LD: 1 0  May, (male), Evanston (li\Vl; 1 7  
Apr, I. Storey (Knox Co) (DJ M ) ;  1 5  Apr, fleron Pond (KM) . 

R u by-crowned K i n glet 
EA: 24 Mar, Montrose H (GAW) ; 29 Mar, Hock Cut (DTW) ; 31 Mar, Ft Massac 
(KM);  4 Ap1; flusey Wds (EC) . MC: 86, Salt Crk, 20 Apr (DI'S) ; 38, Elsen's \ ! il l  
(Du Page Co), ! 8  Apr (l��) ;  :i<1, Hock Cut, 1 7  Apr (DTW); 27,  Humiston \Vds, 2 
May (DFS) ; 9, Heron l'ond, 1 5  Apr (KM). LD: 28 May, Montrose H (GAW);  1 7  
May, flusey Wds (EC) ; J U  May, Carl.C (DMK) . 

B l u e-gray G natcatchcr 
EA: :"i i Mar (7), Ft Massac (KM);  4 Apr, Busey \Vds (EC); J I  Apr, .fl' (fide l'C). 
MC: %, Union Co, 10 May (SDl"I) ; 85,  Union Co, L 'i Apr (KM) ; 2'!, I.Cal, 23 May 
(DFS) ; 27, JP, 20 Apr (PC.) ; J 4, lll1scy Wds, 20 Apr (EC) . LD: 2 Jun ,  Grant I' (DFS) ; 
JC) May, Wilmette (Cook Co) (EW) ; 2 May, n. of Little Swan I. (Warren Co) (I.I.I I) . 

Eastern B l uebird 
EA: J 5  Mar (3) ,  \loo11e Co (All, MAR); 16 Mar, Montrose II (GAW ) ;  2 J  Mar ( 2 ) ,  
Woodstock (Mclle111y Co) (IJF) . MC: 20, Jackson Co, JO May (l(SH, CAr, RM); l'J, 
Union Co, 10 May (SDB); 1 2 ,  Carl.C, 22 Mar (IJMK) ; 5,  Hocldd, Hi Mar (DTW) . 
LD: 24 May, JP (JSH) ,  Other: wintering fcm;\\c through 7 Mar, Wilmette (Cook 
Co) (EW). 

Veery 
EA: 30 Apr, Carpenter P, Springfield (Sangamon Co) (DI'S) ; I May (2) , Hock 
Island Co (SFd) ; I May, Ft M assac (KM) ; 4 May, J P  (SLC) . MC: 2 0 , J P, JO May (PC 
ct al.); 3, Jackson Co, JO May <HSll, Ci\r, llM) ;  2+,  Galesburg (Knox Co), 14 May 
{IJJ M ) ,  LD: 3 Jun, Montrose H (GAW) ; 1 7  May, Madison Co (Fi i).  Poor nu mbers 
overal l ;  the one respectable high count was atypical of the season even at that site 
(PC) . 

G ray-checked T h rush 
EA: 26 Apr, Hc11d I. (Franklin Co) {1$); 2 May, l lumiston Wds (DFS); 8 May ( 2 ) ,  
!lock Island Co (SF<!) ;  9 May, .J l' (PC). MC: 22 ,  Union Co, 1 0  May (SD\l) ;  5 , JI', 1 0  
May (PC e t  al ,) ;  5 ,  Champaign Co, J O  May (EC); 5 ,  Carl.C, Ill May (DMK) ,  l.IJ: 6 
Jun ,  .J I' (KC); 30 May (singing), CbarksltJll (Coles Co) (Lfl\ 1)-"latest county 
departure on record" (I.IHI) ; 28 M ay, e. of Spoon J .  (DJ M ) ;  17 May ( 2 ) ,  CarLC 
(DMK). The weak peak passage s1a1ewide coincided with the SllC, 

Swai nson's T h r u s h  
EA: 20 Apr, l.allagh Wds Fl', Chi (GAW) ; 20 A p r  (2) ,  .JP (PC, Sl.C); 22 Apr, 
Christopher J, (Fran kl in Co) (J.S) ; 2 :-1 Apr (2) ,  Ft Massac (KM) ; 2'l Apr, Bushnell 
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(McDnnong11 Cc1) (LU I). MC� 76, Uaion r.o, 1 0 May '{SDB); 19, Champaign <;o, 
10 M:ty (l!C) ; 1 6, Clilll<m Co, IO May (IU\I, fUI); 14, JP, 20 May (PC); 1 4, (jq1J1t P, 

28 Ma. ( DI'S). LO; ilJ.!lli, I.IT campus, Chi (GAW) ; 1 1  Jun, Wilm�ltc (Cook Go) 
(llW); 8 jun1 llrn11t 1' (DI'S); 6 �hl' (2), Carl.C (DMJ(); 26 May, Knox C'i0llei:e 
(DJM).  Others: Heavy Oiglu of 1111c1unml m lgmn!S, Galcsbuq: (Knu Co), I May 
(DJM).  Very poor numbers at Chicngo'� l:tkefront parlis. 

H ermit TIJrusl J  
l!A: Hi Mar, Gm:l.C (DMK) ; 'l!l Mar (�). Mon1ruse U (GAW); 28 .!ar (3) , :IP (PC, 
KC); l9 Mar, Sugar R l�' -(\Vlnncbago Co) (D'.rn'): Apr, Rushncll (McDonough 
Co) ( 1.1,1 1 ) .  \\lC: 32,.Jf>, 15 Apr (PC, KC) ;  31 ,  G1�u1t l1, Z8 pr (DFS) ;  26, ligller� 
Wd�. l.Cnl, J(i Apr (CM) ;  3, Pomona, 31} Mar (llSR) . W: l. S  May, Jl' (l'C KC); 26 
Apr, Madison. Co (PH) ;  Ui Apr, Ballard at111·c Cemer (IJfllngham Co) (MAH); 23 
Apr, Galesbu111 (Knox Co) (DJM) . 
Wood Thrush 
llA: I Apr (2) 1 l leron Poncl (KM); .18 Apr, Uytlc t'1u·k, 
Chi (Ode KG); l M:ty, Du Page Co (R&IQI) ; 1 May, Pax19n 
(J'ord Co) (ll<:) . MC: Z!l, Union Co, JO May (SUR) ; 1 3, 
m� l.ce Co, 17 M11y (m'S); L2 (some on territory), Palos 
arna, 2 1  May (llW); 7, Fall Crnck-Rcsl Area (Adam Co), 
5 May (ATI). LD1 2 1  May, Gntm P (DL7S); 13 M11y1.JP (PC). 
An.1cricau Robin 

Co, 10 May ()\�ll, CAr, RM); 75, Carl .C, 26 May (DMK). LD: I Ci Jun (2), Grant 1 1  
(DFS) ;  6] 1111 ( 5 ) , Wilmcttc (Cook w) (EW): 3 1  May (R) ,  MArb (MDC). 

lJlue-wingcd Warbler 
EA: 14 1\pr, Pomon:t (KM); 27 p1', GhiBotGdn (All !id • IJW)l 27 Apr, M,Arb (ES); 
27 Apr, Bu�l'Y Wtls ( llC) , 1\1(:: ll. 1 Jumls1011 Wd:., 2 May (D�:)-1•ecord high 
cm1111 for c. IL; 7, l'Hlos :11:1:11, 3 May (WS) ; 7, c. Kno� Co, 28 Muy ( llJM); 3, 
Pomo1rn, 2 May (KM, Cl.). W: 19 May. JP (Ste); J 9 M:iy, Rosch!ll Ct:n1c1cry (Cook 
Co) (D�'S); 18 May, Decatur (TM1); .18 May, lllsen'� !Jill (Du l'agc Co) (ES); 
May, Carl.C (DMK) , "l!rewi;ter's Warbler"; TU.rec rcporlS: "l May (Singing >'llrl· 
anl llluc-wlnged song), 1 Humiston \Vds (DFS); 1 0  M:1y (111:1le) , Monlin · View SI' 
(McLean Go) MLR ; I Jun (male) , 1 1C1U' Millhurn (Luke CQ) (SDll, :)()) . 

Golden-winged W11rbler 
EA: I Muy, Cliinquajlin l'sv (MF); 4 May, Carl.C (DMK); 7 May (2), 
M.Al'b (f: ') ; 8 May (2), Ito kfd (DTW); 8 May, JP (KC). MC: 8, 
l'ecmonica, 10 M11y (D'l'W) ; 8, Palos area, 16 May (WS, R\V); 5, 
Mu111in� Vk'll' SP (McLean CO), JO May (MLlt). LD: I Ju 11 ( fnstng 
male), L!uinhow Bench, Ghi (DFS)1 18 May, nus�y \Vd$ (EC): I 
May, s. Cllnwn Go (KM), �ec pl'l'Cetling for hybrids. 

enne cc Warbler 

EA: 9 Mar (2) , llormc C<> {AB, MAR): 1 2  Mar (4), JP 
(KC). MC: 00, C:u·l .C 12 A1>r (OMK); 4.2;, Po rd Co, 5 
A)lr (DFS); �60·, Kend;Ji Co, 23 ti'far (DI· ); 2 1 2, J P, I A)lr 
CPC). Varied Thrush, Llbert:y · i!le, 
VAIU ED TH R SH Lake 01111ty. Late April LD: late Apr . ;  Mny (po. slbly ln1cr) 1  Llbertyville (l�lkc _ Q03. This l ird rem{lifled in C.o) (MM:ph.)-1•eco1•d late date by four <b)ili, and <111 ' 
of the very few 1·ccord� •vldm1 l ly Jnvulv lng sprhlg Lake ounty until 5 May 

EA: 1r, 1�1 Rue-�Jnc Hills Ecologic:il Me:1 (Union Ct>l (liM); 
20 AJll' (9) . ChnrnJl:�g11 Co (EC) ; 30 Apr, Llnc.P (GAW); I Mar, 
l!\\ck lslnnd Go (SPd). MC; 7'), n ion Co; 1 0  M11y (SDI!); 66, 
Jackson Co, 10 May (!!Sii, CAr, RM); 56, Rosehlll Cc111e1cry (Cook 
Co), 19 Mny (DES); 5, GIHul11iuign Co, I O  llfay (P.C). rn: 5 Jun, 
Grant P (OFS); 2 Jun (2) ,  UT cam11us, Chi (GAW) ;  :�o May (m:�c) , 
Galesburg (Knox Co) {DJM);  .; May, UL (FH). 

Ornngc-crowned Warbler 
l!A: l Apr, Pomo11a (RSR); 18 Ap1� Van V1lsscngei1 l'ruirie (Gook 
Co) (DFS) ; 19.Apr (2), Il.ock(cl (DTW): 27 Ap1· 6), Cbrunp:lign Co 
(llC) . MC: , JP, 6 Mny (\VS) ; , MJ\r\J, 7 May (ll$); , Poo1tonlc:1, 
I 0 Muy (DTW) ; 2, Cm-LC, 3 May (D�no' Ill: 25 M:ty (singing 
llJal ), , all Crk (DFS); 18 Mny, CurLC (DMK); 6 May, Knox (;(1Llegc 
(DJM). 

mlgrnnis. O rccorcl 10 1h11 •. 2003, a late date .for this 
G ray Catbird ·pecie . U11jbrfu11ately, the 
EA: lu Apr, Chlnquapin P-v (MF) ; 1 8  Apr, J P (KC); 22 hird wr1s not lo ated 011 

pr, Cbristopher L (F1�ulldiu Co) (f.S); 27 Apr, lloonc Co Spring Bird Count Day_ (l\JJ, MAR). tC: , JP, I O M:iy ( PC e1 al.); 60, l.Cal, 23 PJ I M '' , ,, a llvll le Warbler 
May (DFS); 53, Gurcau Cu, I O May (DJlil) ; 1 6, Cnrl.C, 10 ·1c>fo JY · . 11;;e 1nmson. EA: I · Ap1', l.:1 Ruc-Pi 11e l Ulls llcotoglcal Area (Un ion Co) (KM); 

20 Apr, s�lt Crk; 20 Apr, L:lllagh Wils JI!', Chi (GAW); 29 Apr, 
Olr.unpaign Co (EC). MC: 511, noschlll Gcmc1cry (Cook {'.()), 1 3  Muy (DFS); 5, 
Ryerson Ci\, Riverwoods (Lake Co), 8 May' OC): 45, Qh;\mpaign Go, 1 0  M;1y (EC) ; 
40, C�1rl.C, 3 M11y (DM[() , LD: - jun, G111n1 I' (DI'S) : l 1 Mn\• Knmr Colleg' (DJM).; 
18 M:ly, Cnrl.C (DM�). 

May (DMK). LO: m (3), G1�1111 P (DI'S); un 
(3), l l'r campu , Chi (Gt\\V)-willlln thl.! li111ilc<l cl,)11rns of pubUsh�d dep;utuce 
dale!. (conOncd 10 1he Cook Co lllkefroni) , th :se 11rc tl1c la1est avallablc datllS. 

, Nort hern M ocldngbird 
EA: 7 Apr, Meadowbrook I', Urb:llla ( llC); 19 Apr, Sprlni;!Jrook l'1'illrie PP (Du 
!'age Co) QI.II fide r:S); 22 Apr, JP (PC). MC: !l, J tckson Co, I 0 May (RSR, CAr, 
RM); 7, Ma ac Co, l Mlly (KM). to: 1 , Llnc.P (GAW); 1 0  May, Evan�ton OK 
lide llW) .  More l'CJ>mili llum tffitllll In Ch:mipa lgn Co (llC) . 

Brown Thrasher 
EA: r lloonc Co (AB, MAR)-record early for n. II. In the published rnr
JlllS, but note a previously unpuhllshed nrrival from JP on I · (llR) ; 
20 Mar, 13useyWds (EC); 20 Mar, Oakwood Bolloms (lficksnn Co) (K t); 22 Mar 
(Z), Cnrl.C (DMK); 29 Mar, JI' (Oil CL nl.). tC: 301 Cnrl.�, 12 May (D.MK) ;  J9, 
Miu hnll Co, 261\pr (D ) ; 14, Gr;lnf P, 21 Ar1r (Dl· ) , LD: I\ jun, llaJnliowJlem:h, 
Cl1l (D� ') i 4 Jun , !Jnc.JI (GAW). 

European tarling 
MC: lJLll.!ill, Carl.C, 23 Mar (DMI{); 3000 (evening l'oost), lndlan !ldg N ��. 5 
ApI (W 1): 1365, Ford C:o, 5 Arr (DFS) " 200, llushncll (Mcfl<luough Co), 3 Mill' 
(U.U). No di!m 011 migmlim1 llrriits received this year. 
American Pipit (fia·st p11ssage) 
EA: 22 Feb, Brandon Lock & Dam (Will Co) (AS)-record early for n. IL by 
six days; 8 Mar (3) , Bartel Grasslands (Cook Co) (EW) ; 8 Mar (4), Pulaski Co 
(KM) . MC: 1 50, Marion Co, 3 1  Mar (KM); 100, Lks Riverbend, 5 /\pr (EC) ; 95, 
Pr.Rdg, 21 Mar (KM, CL) . LO: 5 Apr (2) , Ford Co (DFS) ; 23 Mar, Evanston (EW) 

American Pipit (second passage) 
EA: 27 Apr, Greene Valley FP (Du Page Co) (UG); 28 /\pr (2) , livanslon (EW) . MC: 
150+, near Pr.Rdg, 19 /\pr (MAH); UQ, CarLC, 19 Apr (DMK); 7, ne. Lee Co, 3 
May (DFS) ;  7, Evanston, 10 May (EW). LO: 20 May (2) ,  Monlrosc H (GAW) ; 10 
May, Carl.C (DMK) ; 10 May, Lks Riverbend (EC) . 

Cedar Waxwing (first passage) 
EA: 8 Mar (80), PulastJ Co (KM) . MC: 200+, Palos area, 9 Apr (WS) ; 165, MllX 
McGraw Wildlife Foundation (Kane Cu) , 8 Mar (DFS) ; 100+, Galesburg (Knox 
Cu) , 7 Apr (DJM) ; 80, Pulaski Co, 8 Mar (KM). LO: 12 Apr (20), Carl.C (DMK) . 
Split passage poorly defined in parts of ne. IL. 
Cedar Waxwing (second passage) 
EA: 8 May (26), M.Arb (MBC); 9 May, HL (Fil) ; 12  May (2) , Knox College (DJM) . . 
MC: 355 (southbound) , Linc.I', 19 May (EW) ; 346, JP, 19 May (PC); 1 5 1 , Jackson 
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ortbern Parula 
EA: ' ·1 , Ft Mass:1c ( KM),; Ill'. (female type), Argom1e National L1bo1mory 
llc�erviulon (Du PaGc Co) (lJG) ; A r, Downers Gl'ovc (Du 1»1ge Co) (R&Kl ; 5 

· (fcmi�e), Egscrs Weis, ten.L (•WM); 13 Apr, C:hamµnlp,n Co (TIC). MC: 0, 
1lio11 Co, l Apr (KM); I l , l lu111i�1tm Wds, Z M:1y (Ol'S) ; 8, JI� I O May (BH, PC). 

l.D: I.l!!n (slngi11g m:1lc), Gnindy Co (DES); 27 Ma)', JP (SLC); 27 May (�i11ging 
male) , Rosehill Ce1!1eie1;• (Cook Co) (DI'S); 9 May, Ht (FF(). Unu u:tlly common 
in 11. IT .. 

Yellow Warbler 
EA; LS  Apr (_�), UoJon Co (KM); J <  Apr ti), <�1rLC (DMK); 26 Apr, LC:tl (EW); 
27 A11r (3) ,  Boone Co (All, MAR); Z9 Apr, Ch:uupulgn Co (EC) . MC: 60, l.G:ll, 23 
May (DFS); ll, Ch!unpalgn Co. 1 0  Mn� (EC); :,s, Bureau Co, IO May (m'S) ; 1 ·, 
Qu-1.C, 3 M:1y (DMK) . l.O: J.2Jml (2 J11llle$) , Grtml P (DPS); 1 1  j1111 , Lin ,I' 
(G1l\V). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 
EA: 30 Ap1', JP (DC); 1 May (3),  l't Massac (KM); 2 May (2) , Humiston Wds 
(DFS); 2 May, Chlnquapin Psv (Mr). MC: 42, S:il1 Crk, 18 May (DFS) ; 19, Palos 
area, 10 May (\VS) ; 7, Clinton Co, 1 3  May (KM). LD: 5 Jun (4), Grant P (DPS) ; 
26 May, Carle (DMK); 24 May (2) , Knox College (DJM). 

M11gnolia Warbler 
EA: �o Apr, Llnc.P (Ilfl); 3 May, H11sl SL Louis (Mucllson Co) (KM); 8 May (2) , 
Ruckfd (DT\V) ;  9 May; Busey Wds (EC). i\IC; "6, 1.r.al, 23 May (DFS) ; 28, 
Champaign Co, J O  May ( iiC) ; B, Carl .C, 1 8  May (DMK) . LD: ll jun (2) , JP (PP 
fide KC); 9 Jun (male) , Grnnt P ( IJFS); 26 May C!uiC (DMK); 25 May, Galesburg 
(Knox Co (DJM) . 

Cape May Wa rbler 
EA: 15 A11r, Oli ·111 llouoms {Franklin Co) ( l.S)-reoord enrly lL arriwt l by 
fotu· days; 28 Apr, Wheaton (Ou Page Co) (F.S) ; 30 Apr, C:u-pcntcr P, Springfield 
(Sangamon l:O) (DFS). MC: l2, IBSI', 17 Mny (J)'IW); 9, ne. Lee Co, 17 May 
(DF ) ; 4; Carl.C, .10 May (DMK) . LO: 5 Jun (2 females), Gnuu I' (DFS); Z5 May, 
G:�csbu111 (K11ox Co) (DJM); 1 8  Mny, O'l'allou (SI. Cl:ilr Co) (KM) , 

Meadowlark 



Black-l h roated Blue Wa rbler 
llA: Ci May, l'axlon (Forti Co ) (J·:C) ; ') May (2  111ab) , J I' ( l'C, SLC) ; J O  Ma) ( 2 ) .  
l'ec1lon ica (DT\VJ , M C :  4 ,  JI� JO May (SJ.t:, l'C)-thc only l'Cpol't g l'catc l' than 
tll'o. l.D: :)J un <female), (;l'anl P (!)FS) ; 5 Ju11 (2), Montrnse II (GA\V ) ;  1 7  May 
(male), Spiller Wds Si�/\ (Macon l.o) (TAM ) . No data rrom s II .. 

Yellow-ru m ped Wa rbler 
EA: 8 Mar, Mer111el L ( KM ) :  16 M ill:, Kane Co ( MBC) ;  lt! Mar, Knox College 
( ) ),JM )  MC: J <;2 ,  l lu111iston Wds, 2 Mav (DFS) ; I SO + + ,  Hock Island Co, I May 
(Shi); I I I ,  Bladd1awk Fl' < Kane Col,  12 Mav (JC) ; lt7, Ft Massac, 21 Apl' (KM). 
LO: :J Jun,  (irant I' (Dl'S) ; 1 8  May, Decatur (TtlM ) ;  1 8  Ma)', lluscy Wds rnr.); J S  
Mav, Easl St. Louis (Madison Co) (DMK) . 

Bl ack-throated Green Wa rbler 
EA: 31 Ma,., Ft Massac (KM) ;  2 Apr (singing male), Linc.I' (Bil,  (;Aw ct al .)
l"Ccord early arriml outside extreme s. IL hy four days; record early for 
n .  IL by nine days; 20 Apr, Mon trose I I  (GAW) ;  20 A[ll' (male) ,JP (KC, SJ.CJ ; 20 
Apr, Chirnjl1api n  Psv (MF) . MC: i(i, Hycrson CA, Riverwoods (Lake Co) ,  8 May 
(JC) -record single-party spring count; 26, f l umiston Wds, '2 May (DFS); 26, 
Salt Cl'k, 1 8  May (DFS); I 7, Rock Island Co, 8 May (Sl'!I) ;  2, Carl.C, 3 May (DMK), 
LD: 14 hm, Ll<s Hiverbend (EC); 11Jill!, l llSI' (DllD);  9 Jun (male),  Evanston 
(EW); /1 Jun (singing male) , Ch inquapin Psv (MF) ;  4 Jun ,  Linc,P (GAW) ; 8 May, 
Pomona (HSR, VL, VK). 

Blackburnian Wa rbler 
EA: 20 A11r (male), Sall Crk ("'DFS)-second earliest for n. IL; 26 1\pr, Fl Massac 
(KM, DMK, FB) ; 2 May, Ch inquap i n l'sv (MF) ; 6 May (2 males) , J P  (WS, PC) . MC: 
12 , M.Arb, 1 2  May (ES);  12 ,  Salt Crk, J8 May (DI'S) ;  5 ,  Hock Island r.o, 8 May 
(SFd) ; 2, s. Cl inton Co, 13 May (KM ) .  W: 1 1  Jun ( female) ,  Linc.I' (GAW) ;  5 .Jun  
(female), (;rant I '  (DI'S) ; 25 May (male), Bushnell (McDonough Co) (I.I.I I ) ;  25 
May (male) , Chinquapin Psv (MF) ; 19 May (female) , Pomona (MBz fide RSRL 

Yellow-throated Wa rbler 
EA: 3 1  Mar, Ft Massac (KM ) ;  I Apr, Afton FP (De Kalb Co) (DJS)-record early 
for n. JI, by six days; 1 5 Apl', JP (PC) ; 1 8  Apr, Disti lle1y CA (Boone Co) (DTW); 
18  Apr, Spiller Wds SNA (Macon Co) (TAM). MC: 14 ,  Union Cu, IO May (SDil); 
9, Rock Island Co, 8 May (Sfd); 5,  M.Arb, 3 May (ES); 4 (singing males) , 
Mississippi Palisades SP (Cal'l'oll l.o) ,  6 May (JC) . 

Pine Warbler 
EA: 20 Mar (5), Pomona (KM) ; 24 Mar, l!ockfd (DTW);  I3 Apr, Saw Wee Kee P, 
Oswego (Kendall Co) (DI'S) ;  1 5  Apr (male) , JI' (SF) ; 1 5  Apr, Champaign Co (EC). 
MC: 11, M.Arb, 23 A]ll' (ES)-rccord high count for n. IL; 6, Du Page Co, I l) 
Apr (ES); 5, Pomona, 20 Mar ( KM ) .  W: 19 May (female) , JP (SLC) ; 13 May (2) , 
Rosebill Cenwtery (Cook Co) (DI'S); :I May, Cal'l.C (DMK) . 

Prairie Wa rbler 
F.A: I 5 Apr ( 5), lleron Pond ( KM ) ;  20 Apr, . J I' (SLC ) ;  20 Apr, Busey Wds (EC); 27 
Apr, \Vilmetlc (Cook Co) (EW) . MC: 8, Jackson Co, IO May (!�Sil, C/\r, HM) ; 5, 
lleron Poml, 1 5  Apr (KM) . LD: 1 7  May, M . Arb (ES); 10 May, ParlJand College 
campus, Champaign (Champaign Co) (EC); 26 Apr, Eldon Hazlet SP (Clinton Co) 
(Tl\M). 

Palm Warbler 
EA: 1 Ajlr, M.Arb (M llC)-exdudi ng a record uf "Yellow Palm \Val'blel'" un 29 
Mar 1 997, ties for earliest stale record; 1 0  Apr, Tri -County SP (Du Page Co) 
(Mill, MllS); 15 Apr, Northside P (Du Page Co) (ES); I 5 Apr, JP (PC); 19 Apr, 
Boone Co (Ml, MAH); 19 Apr, lleron Pond (KM);  23 Ap l', [. Storey (Knox Co) 
(DJM) .  MC: I 20++,  !lock Island Co, I May (SFd) ;  I 18, J I', 10 May (SLC ct al .) ; 
1 07,  Ilumistun \Vds, 2 May (DI'S); 30, Carl.C, 3 May (DMK) . LD: 5 Jun (2) ,  Grant 
I' (DFS) ; 2 Jun, Wauk (IL, JSg) ; 26 May, Cal'l.C (DMK) ;  18 May, Decatur (TAM) . 
Other: "Yellow Palm Warbler" (race /J)1)11c/11J1sea) : 10 Apr, 'l'l'i-l.ou n ty SP 
(this park recently designated in extreme nw. Ou Page Co, fide K�) (MBI, '"MRS et 
al . ) ;  two previous rccol'ds of this f orm accepted hy IORC, plus one additional 
l'ecord under review. 

Bay-breasted Wa rbler 
llA: 25 Apr, Adams Co (AD); I May, Ft Massac (KM); JO May, Pecatonica (f)TW); 
10 May (:)) , Bakers I., Palatine (Cook l.o) (GAW) ; JO May (2) , JP (Im, PC). MC: 
12, LCal, 23 May (DFS); 5, Champaign r.o, l) May (EC) ; 3, s. Clinton Co, I3 May 
(KM) .  LD: 5 Jun (female) , Grant P (DFS); 18 May ( :\ ) ,  Decalul' (TAM);  18 May, 
l!usey Wds (EC); 17 May, Madison Co (I'l l ) . 

Blackpoll Wa rbler 
llA: 2'1 Apr, Madison Co (Fi l) ;  2(i Apl', Ft Massac (KM, Fil, DMK) ;  28 1\pr, 
ChillotGdn (All fide E\V). MC: 2 :'1,  Un ion  Co, JO May (SDll);  1 1 ,  Urbana, JO May 
( liC); JO, Hock Cut, 26 May ( DFS) ; 9, I . inc.I', 28 May (l;AW). LD: liJm! 
(female), HT campus, Ch i (llA\V I ;  I l l Jun (male) , (;l'ant P ( l )FS) ; 2'1 May, Carl,C 
(DMK); 2'i May, fluscy Wds (EC). 

Cerulean Warbler 
F.A: 1 8 Apr, Pomona (KM);  2 1  Apr, Brady's \Vds, Mahomet (Champaign Co) (Bi l) ;  
3 May (male), Palos al'ea (WS) ;  5 May, Elsen·s l l i l l  (Du Page Co) (ES) . MC: 12 ,  
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.Jack�on Co, I l l  Mav (HSI(, Ci\r, llM) : _i (s inging males ) ,  M i ssissippi l'alh<tdes SP 
(Cal'rnll Co) , (, May (JC) . l.ll: iJ.wl (s inging nwle) , \Ve.,tchcstcr (Cook Co ) 
(DFS) ; 26 May, l''dos al'ea (EIV) ; 25 May, ll)'Cl'son C,\, Hil <'rll'11ods (1.akl' Co ) 
(,\S) . Other: I ( territorjal) , Chinquapin l'sv, lJ-23 Ma)· ( MF) 

Black-and-wh i te Warbler 
EA: J 6 Mar, Carl.C (DM K J-record early sprini1 al"rival hy 13 clays ; 19- Mm· 
(first willlCI' rcnwle) , Waukegan hal'hol' (Lake Co) C'.JCB Cl al . )-reconl early 
arrival for n.  JI, by four clays, lyi ng ihe pn"•ious early al'l'ival dales rrnm c. and 
s II.; 4 Apr, Union Co (KM); 5 A111· (female), Decatur (TAM);  2 1 1\pr (malel, JI' 
(KC) ; 24 Apr, Roel< Island Co (SFd) . MC: 1 8, l{ock Island Co, I Mav (SFd) ; 14, 
Salt Cl'k, 18  May (DI'S) ; 7, Champaign Co, 10 Apr (EC); 5 ,  Jackson

. 
Co, I U May 

(HSI{, CJ\r, HM) , LD: 3 Jun ,  I.inc.I' ((;AW) ;  2 I May, Kno" College ( DJ M ) ;  18 May 
( 2 ) ,  Cal'LC (DM K ) .  

American Rcdstart 
llA: 1 8  tlpr, l'omona ( KM ) ;  1 May (ad. male) , JI' (PC); I May, Hock Island Co 
(SFd ) ;  I May, Ch i nquapin Psv (MF) . MC: 1 28, I.Cal, 2.'I May (DFS); 37, Bureau Co, 
J O  May (DI'S) ; 26, Champaign Co, JO May (El.) ; 17, Jackson Co, IO May (RSR, 
Ci\r, RM); 1 5, Carl.C, I 7 Ma)' (DMK).  l.J); 8 Jun ,  Rainbow /leach, Chi  (DFS); 25 
May (6) , llusey Weis (EC) ;  23 May, Chinc1uapin Psv (MF) ; 18 May, Madison Co 
(1•1 1 ) .  

Prothonotary Warbler 
EA: 6 Apr , Mermet I. (KM, CT)-tics for record early IL arrival; .W Apr, I IL 
(Fi l ) ;  l May, Rock Island Co (Shi) ;  4 May, Champaign Co (EC); 9 Ma)', I.inc.I' 
(GAW);  9 May, Columbia Wds, Palos area (\VS ) .  MC: 20 , Massac Co, I May (KM ) ;  
17 ,  Union Co, IO  May (SDil ) ;  U ,  Pecaton ica, J O  May (D'J'W)-record h igh cou n t 
fol' n. IL; 7, Huck Island r.o, 8 May (SFd) ; 7, Chau, 15 May (H&SBj ) ;  4, Bureau Co, 
I 0 May (DFS) . l.D: I 8 May, Salt Crk (DFS) ; 15 May, M ./\rb (ES); I 0 May, 
Champaign Co (llCl. 

Wo rm-eating Wa rbler 
EA: 14  Apr () ) ,  Union Co (KM) ; 20 Apl', Champaign Co (EC) ; 7 May (male) , Knox 
Co llege (DJM) . MC: 13_, La Huc-l'ine llills Ecological Area (Union Co) , J U  May 
(SDil) ;  8, Jackson Co, JO May (RSI!, CAr, H M ) ;  4, Union Co, 18 Apl' (KM). LO: 16 
May, Waterfall Glen fl' (Du Page Co) ( Il&KF) . Few other reports. 

ISWAINSON'S WA RBl .l<:R 
llA: 4- 10  May (singing male) , Jackson Co. l 
Oven bird 
llA: 18 Apr, Pomona (KM) ; 20 Apr, Champaign Co (EC); 28 Apl', ChirlotGdn (EW); 
2 May (2), Boone Cu (AB, MARJ. MC: 39, JP, JO  May (PC ct al.) ;  20+, Chicago 
lakefl'ont (Cook Co), 1 1  May (\VS) ; 18,  Champaign Co, JO May (l\C); 14 , 
Humiston Weis, 2 May (DFS) ;  5, l!amsey L SP (Fayette Cu) ,  26 Apr (TAM) . W: U 
l!!n, llT campus, Chi ((;AW); J O  Jun, Grant P (DFS) ; 18 May, Madison Co (FH); 
I 8 May, lluscy Wds (EC) . 

Northern Waterthrush 
EA:  16 Apr, Thatcher Weis Fl', l(ivel' Forest (Cook Co)  (]A);  Hi Apr, JP (l'C); i 'J 
Apr, Mermel L (KM);  20 Apr, llusey Wds (EC). MC: 28, llu l'ea11 Co, JO May (DFS) ; 
27, JI', JO May (PC ct a l. ) ;  25+, Chicago lakefront (Cook Co) , I I May (\VS);  JO, 
Meredosia L (Murga11 Co) , 30 Apr (KM) ;  'i ,  Carl.C, J O  May (DMK). LD: 2 Jun ,  
Grant P (DFS) ; 25 M ay, Busey Wds (EC); 211 May, Spoon I .  (DJ M ) ;  J O May ('i) , 
Carl.C (DMK) .  

Louisiana Waterthrush 
EA: 20 Mar, Pomona (KM) ; 2 Apr, Grant P (DI'S); 6 tlp r, Cai'l.C (DMK) ; 7 Apr, 
Dccalul' ('l'AM) ; 16 Apr, e. Knox Co (DJM) . MC: U, Jackson Co, JO May (HSH, 
Ci\r, l!M ) ;  1 0, Union Co, 14 Apl' (KM) ;  4, Fl'anklin Cl'eek NA (Lee Co) ,  3 May 
(DFS) .  W: 17 May, Spiller Weis SNA (Macon l.o) (T1\M) ; 17 May, Elsen's l l il l  (Du 
Page Co) (ES); 8 May, !lock Jslancl Co (SFd ) ;  6 May, JP (IVS, Hl l) ;  13 Apl', Carl. C 
(DMK). 

Ken tu c ky Wa rbler 
EA: 19  Apl', Heron Pond (KM); 20 Apr, l!ogcrs I', Ch i (TSS) ;  26 Apr, Hamsey ! .  SP 
(Fayette Co) (TAM); .�O Apr, l.i nc.P (GAW) . MC: fil, Union Co, JO May (SDI\); 2 1 ,  

Jackson Co, JO May (!!SI!, Ci\r, llM). LD: 1 8  May, Salt Cl'k (DI'S); 1 7  May, 
Vermil ion l.o (EC); :I May (2 ) ,  Cal'l.C (DMK). 

Con necticut Warbler 
llA: JO May, Spiller Wds SNA ( Macon Co) (TAM);  13 May, Carl.I. (KM) ; 4 May, 
M.Arh (l�\ Mfll.) ; 1 5  May, Espenscheid Fl' ( Winnebago Co) (D'J'IV). MC: 4, 
M.J\rh, 2(i May (J1\, WM) ;  2 (males), Montrose 1 1 ,  28 May (AS) ;  2 (malcs) , J I', 28  
May (PC, SLC) , Ll>: 5 J u n  (male) , Middle Fork SF\VA (Vel'm il ion Co)  (SDB); :J ,Jun ,  
Montrose II (<;AW) ; 24 May, Knox  Co l lege (DJM ) ; J8  May, Mad ison C o  (Fi l ) ;  1 8  
May, Decatul' (TAM).  

Mourning Wa rbler 
EA: 7 May, Orient Bottoms (Fn111 ld i n Co) (J .S) ;  I l l  May (2  males), JI'  ( l'C, BJ I) ; 
17 May, Sp itlel' Wds SNA (Macon Cu) (TAM) . MC: 6, l!ainhow Beach, Chi, I Jun 
(DFS) ; 5, J P, 28 May (Pl.,  SJ.C) ; 4, Elsen's !Ji l l  (Du Page Co) , 24 May (ES) ;  4 
(males), Palos al'Ca, 26 May ( EW) LD: 8 .Jun, Hainbow Beach, Chi (DFS) ; 4 Jun ,  
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Linc.I' (GAW) ; 26 May, Carl.C (DMK). Othcl': terrilorial male, Downers Grove (Du 
Page Co), 25 May - 6 ,Jun (R&Kl') . 

Common Yellowthroat 
EA: 14 Apr, Pomona (KM); 20 Apr, Champaign Co (EC) ; 28 Apr (2), Montrose H 
(GAW);  1 May, Rock Island Co (SFd) MC : 1Q3_, JP, HJ May (SBC, 111.ob .) ;  2.(i, 
Union Co, JO May (SOB) ; 61 ,  Springb rook Prairie PP (Du Page Co) , 10 May (JC); 
40, Champaign Co, 10 May (EC) . LD: 11.l!ill (2 males) , Grant l' (DFS) ; 4 Jun (4) , 
Linc.P (GAW) . Good numhers, with the peak passage statewide evidently coincid
ing with the lO May SllC. 

Hooded Warbler 
EA: 14 Apr (2) ,  Union Co (KM) ; 28 Apr, Montrnse H (GAW) ; JO May, Pecatonica 
(D'IW) . MC: 11 (males) , ta llue-Pine Hills Ecological Arca (Union Co), 10-24 
May (SDB, SD); Q, Cap Sauers Holding FP, Palos area, 24 May (\VS) ; 5 ,  .Jackson 
Co, JO May (RSR, CAr, RM) . W: 2 Jun (singing male) , Grant P (DPS) ;  29 May 
(female) , UT campus, Chi (GAW) ; 10 May, Champaign Co (EC) ;  3 May, s. Clinton 
Co (KM) . 

Wilson 's Warbler 
EA: 3 May, c. Lee Co (DFS) ;  6 May, Montrose II (BH); 6 May (male) ,  JP (PC); 9 
May, Busey Wds (EC); 10 May, Spoon L (DJM) ; 13 May, s. Clinton Co (KM); 13  
May, Pomona (RSR). MC:  40 ,  tCal, 23 May (DFS) ; 7, Elsen's Hill (Du Page Cu), 
24 May (ES) ; 6, Carl.C, 1 8  May (DMK). LD: 11 Jun, Linc.P (GAW);  5 Jun,  near 
Rossville (Vermilion Co) (SDB) ; 26 May (4) , Carl.C (DMK) . 

Canada Warbler 
EA: 10 May, Bakers L, Palatine (Cook Co) (GAW); 10 May, Evanston (EW); 10 May 
(male) , JI' (BH); J O  May, Busey Wds (EC); 24 May, Carl.C (DMK). MC: 10, JP, 19 
May (PC, SLC) ; I 0 ,  Salt Crk, 25 �l!Ly (DFS) ; 10  (males) , Palos area, 26 May (EW) ; 
6, Elsen's Hill (Du Page r.o) ,  2 Mil (ES). LD: 8 Jun, Rainbow Beach , Chi (DPS) ; 
26 May, Carl.C (DMK); 25 May (2) ,  Busey Wds (EC). 

Yellow-breasted C hat 
EA: 19 Apr (3), lleron Pond (KM); 4 May, JP (SLC) ; IO May, Champaign Co (EC). 
MC: 23, Union Co, JO May (SDB); 18, Jackson Co, 10 May (ltSR, CAr, RM); 6, 
Massac Co, I May (KM) ; 2 ,  JP, 18 May (AS, PC). LD: 26 May, Fishhk (TAM) ; 25 
May, JP (KC) ;  25 May, HL (HI) . 

Su mmer Tanager 
EA: 15 A1ir, Heron Pond (KM); 25 Apr, Giant City SP (Jackson Co) (DJM); 26 Apr 
(ad. male), Elton Hazlet SP (Clinton Co) (TAM) ; 1 May (imm. male) , JP (PC); 6-
10 May, w. of Rockton (Winnebago Cu) (DT\V) ; 1 5  May, Knox College (DJM) .  MC: 
11, Union Co, IO May (SDB); 18, Jackson Co, 10 May (RSR, CAr, RM). LD: 24 
May (first-spring male) , Humboldt P, Chi (BB); 23 May, Palos area (\VS) ; 20-22 
May (eating oranges at feeder) , rural site near Mendola (La Salle Co) (JEH) ; 6- 10  
May, w. of Rockton (Winnebago Co)  (DTW) ; 10 May, Champaign Co (EC). Other 
(north): 2 1  May into June (first-year male) , River forest (Cook Co) (JA, EW:vidco 
el al.). 

Scarlet Tanager 
EA: IS Apr (2), Heron Pond (KM); 26 Apr (2), Ballard Nature Center (llffin.gham. 
Co) (MAii); 2 May, Decatur (TAM); 4 May (male) , JP ('L .) ;  8 May (3), Rockfd 
(DT\V). MC: 23 ,  Union Co, 1 0  May (SDB) ; 19, Jackson Co, IO Maj• (R5Jl, Ct\r, 
TIM); I3 ,  P.ruos area, 1 0  May (\VS); 1 1 ,  M.Arb, 1 5  May (llS); 4 (2 males, 2 
females) , Spitler Wds SNA (Macon Co), 17 May (TAM) . LD: 2 Jun (female) , JP 
(KC); 2 .Jun (2) , Gran! P (DFS) .  

Eastern Towhee 
EA: 1 6  Mar, Busey Wds (EC) ; 20 Mar (4), Montrose H (GAW, BH); 29 Mar, 
Mallard L FP (Du Page Co) (ES). MC 30, Carl.C, 23 Mar (DMK) ; 20, Crab Or., 7 
Apr (KM) ; 1 1 ,  LCal, 23 May (DFS) . LO: 2 Jun (2 males) , Rainbow Beach, Chi 
(DFS) ;  27 Apr, Madison Co (PH). 
American Tree Sparrow 
EA: 2 1  Feb, JP (PC); 13 Mar (3) ,  Starved Rock SP (La Salle Co) (MLR); 14 Mar, 
Pox R Bluff FP (Kane Co) (ES) . MC: 56, Lee Co, I 5  Mar (DFS) ; 2 1 , Jolmson Co, 
22 Feb (KM, DMK, FB) ; 1 5, Wolf I., I.Cal, 18 Mar (CM). LD: 19 Apr, Deadstick 
Pond, LCal (WM) ;  12 Apr, Kane Co (KM); 20 Mar (a few) , e. Knox Co (DJM) ; 16 
Mar, ! IL ( FH) . 

Chipping Sparrow 
EA: 16 Mar, McDowell Grove Fl' (Du Page Co) (ES)-record early for n. II. by 
one day; 18 Mar, Woodridge (Du Page Co) (UG) ; 22 Mar, J.inc.P (GAW) ; 23 Mar, 
Union Co (KM); 28 Mar, Busey Wds (EC). MC: 44, Livingston Co, 2 May (DFS);  
34, Lee Co, 1 9  Apr (DFS) ;  30, Ft Massac, 6 Apr (KM, CT, FB) . LO: 4 Jun, Grant P 
(DfS) ; 7 May, HL (t'H) .  

Clay-colored Sparrow 
EA: 28 Apr, Montrose H (GAW) ; 29 Apr, Galesburg (Knox Co) (DJM) ;  2 May, n. of 
Lilllc Swan L (Warren Co) (LLH) ; 5 May, Meadowbrook I', Urbana (EC) ; 7 May 
(2) ,  McGinnis Slough, Palos area (\VS) . MC: 4 (flock) , Evanston, 10 May (EW) ; 
3, TBSP, 10 May (JSt fide JRS) ; 3, Bmcau Co, JO May (DFS) ; 2, Galesburg (Knox 
Co) , 30 Apr (DJM), LO: 22 May, Granl P (DFS) ; I 7  May, Wadsworth wetlands 
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(Lake Co) (AS); 8 May (singing), Galesburg (Knox Co) (DJM). Lower numbers 
than in recent years . 

Field Sparrow 
EA: I. l M:1r (2) , Fayette Co (MAii); 14 Mar, UL (KM); 16 Mar, Busey Weis (EC) ; 
20 M:tr (2) I Montrose ll (GAW): n Mar, Roy c. Blnckwell FP (Du Page Co) (ES) . 
IC: 34, Lee Co, 19 Apr (DFS) ; 27, Springbrook f'ralria l'P (D11 Page Co), JO May 
(JC)\ 26. Jleron Pond, 15 /lp1· (KM). �LO: 14 May, Llnc.P (EW) ; 19 May, JP (PC). 
Ocher (lcudstic): Grundy Co. 22 M :tr (D�S). 

Vesper Sparrow 
EA: 8 Mar, West Okaw H Unit, Shelhyvil lc F\VA (Moullric Co) (TAM) ; 16 Mar, 
Carl.C (DMK) ; 2 I Mar ( 4),  Pr.Rdg (KM); 23 Mar, Kane Co (DFS) ;  28 Mar, 
Evanston (EW:ph.) ;  29 Mar (2) ,  Rock Cut (D'JW) . MC : �' Lee Co, I9 Apr (DFS) ; 
ll, Ford Co, 1 Apr (TH'S) ; 1 9, l lennepin L, 3 Apr lDFS, PCk) ; 1 2, Livingston Cl>, 
2 M11y. (D�'S) ; 4, P1'.Rdg, 21 �far (KM); 3, C:u'l.<.:, "3 Ma:r (DMK.). LD: 22 i\pl', 
M.Arh (MBC) ; '.lO A11r, JP (SJ.C) ; 20 Apr, Pomona (RS�; l9 Apr (2), CnrLC 
(DMK); uddllionul duws In Muy rrom sites wld1 nppropl'lllle habitat suggest 
·WJ1m�·ing p<1rulutioas. DFS's remarks on lhe h.igh cotmls ailed above llre 
instructive: " .. .l am convinced that daily counts close tu 100 could be found if 
someone were willing Lo spend all day in corn and soybean fields in early to mid 
April i n  most of the northern and central counties in Illinois. All of these counts 
came from no more lhan a morning of birding, and, except for the I.cc Co. count 
when I was searching for Smith's Longspurs, I did not focus exclusively on 
agricultural habitats." 

Lark Sparrow 
EA: .ll!...Aw:. Lost Mound l\'\VR Qo Daviess Co) O'JW); r (first winter) , L 
Arlingron, A�·lingt.on lleii;lus (Cook Co) •jCB)-rcrord C11rly arrivals for n. 
IL; Ill Apr, Clinton (De\Vill Co) (TAM) ; � fay, sc: Winnebago Co (DlW) . MC : 4, 
Sand ll!dgc Sw.tc fore.�t (Mnson C-0) ,  18 M:iy (KM.); 21 Tiu; lloUmvs �p (McHemy 
Co), M:1y & 1 6  �ay (AS). One :ulditlonnl rcpo1t I 0 May, w. Ernnkll11 Co (LS). 

Savannah Sparrow 
EA: 8 Mar (2) ,  Johnson Co (KM); 16 Mar (3), Evanston (EW); 30 Mar (9), De 
Kalb Co (DFS) ; 3 A11r, s. of l. Bracken (Kno Co) (DJM)· 8 Apr 0), Rock .ut 
(DTW) . MC: 100+, Levee Road (Munroe ('.o), 3 May QPZ) ; 97, Livingston Co, 2 
May (DFS); 40, Montrose lJ, 28 fllll' (GAW). LD: 2& Mi1y (2), G1•wH P (DFS): 211 
May (5) ,  Montrose II (GAW); 28 Mn}• ($), Evanston (ll\V); '10 Mu� (3), Carl.C 
(DMK). Other: late winter - 7 Milr, \Vi lmclle (Couk Co) {f)\V). 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
EA: 14 Apr, Johnson Co (KM); 20 Apr, Evanston (EW); 8 May, Urbana (EC). MC: 
20, Bureau Co, IO May (DFS) ; 1 2 ,  Carl .C, 10 May (DMK) ; IO, c. Knox Co, 10 May 
(DJM) ; 8, Orland Grasslands (Cook Co), 16 May (EW, \VS) ; 6, airport al Rockfd, 
10 May (DT\V) . LD: 19 May, JP (PC). 

Henslow's Sparrow 
HA: L4 Jlpr, Pul:L�ki Co (KM)'; 1 6 Apr,JI' (PC et al.; MO :ph .) ; J (i Apr, e. of Victoria 
(Knax Co) {DJM); 6 Mil)', Rock Cul (DT'I ) . MC: 26 (singing males) , Goose L 
r1�tirie SNA (Grundy Co), 19 May (JC); 1 7, Union Co, IO May (SOB) ; 9, Johnson 
Co, I �fay (KM); 6, C:lrl.C, 17 Mar (DMK)· ' , e. Knox Co, 19 Apr (DJM).  LD: I8 
Ma� Decatur (TAM). 
Le Conte's Sparrow 
EA: 14 Apr, Pulaski Co (KM); 27 Apr, JP (PP) ; 28 Apr Montrose H (GAW).  MC: 6, 
ClinJ, I 2 Apr (D1W, 10$) . lD: I' Mll)\ Moraine Hllls SP (Mcfleury Co) (KM); 13  
Ma�; livrui ton (m ) . Otbci:s; One Set.'Ond-luu1d report of n single in n. IL 
(Glenview, Cook Co) 011 the veiy early dale of 2 r; one very hLte in Cook Co, 
without derai ls, ·on .ll..Mlu', L'ate May repons hould Include sufficient details to 
exclude, in particular, Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow_ 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
EA: 17 May, Linc.P Cm.ob. fide EW)-the only datum received' 

Fox Sparrow 
EA: 2 Feb, Carl.L (KM)-earliest available migrant date for IL (and migrant sta
tus open to question in light of this year's near-ahscncc of February mlgr.i.rtL�; see 
introducto1y paragraphs) ; 8 fur, I. llracJ<en (Knox Co) (DJM); 9 Mar ( ), Busey 
\Vds (EC) ; 1 5  Mar, widespreiul 1l!rougb 11. ll. (m.ob.). MC: 27, Grant P, 2 Apr 
(DFS) ; 23, TBSP, 5 Apr (D'JW); 12, llus�y \'>'ds, 16 M:u· (EC) . LD: 20 /lpr, JP (SI.CJ ; 
29 Mar, Madison Co (Fil) ; 21. Mar, Pomona (HSR); 20 M;ir, Knox ul lleg (D.JM) . 

Song Sparrow 
EA: 6 Mar, Evanston (EWJ; 8 Mar, Greene Valley FP (Du Page Co) (MBC)_ MC: 
128, Gran! P, I7 Mar (DFS) ; 35, McDowell Grnve l'P (Du Page Co) I6 Mar (ES) ; 
30, Carl.C, 15 Mar (DMK); 1 2 ,  ITT., 14 Mar (KM). LD: 30 May, Gran I P  (DFS) .  Few 
reporls statewide. 

Lincoln's Sparrow 
EA: 4 Apr, Grant P (DFS) ; 20 Apr (2) ,  Linc.P (GAW) ; 29 Apr, Galesburg (Knox 
Co) (DJM); 1 May, Ch inqualiin Psv (MF); 2 May (2) ,  n. of Little Swan L (Warren 
Co) (LI.HJ ; 3 May (2), Carl.C (DMK). MC: 51, JI', 10 May (Sl.C ct al.); 22,  
Evanston, 10 May (EW); 16,  La Salle Co,  IO  May (JEH);  1 2 ,  Champaign Co,  I O  May 

Meadowlark 



( l ·:C) ; HI, Bu reau Co, J l l  Ma) (DI'S ) ; 2, Carl C, 5 Mm• ( llMI(). J,D: HU!!!!, C r ;u1t 
I' ( lll'S)-sccond late>t IL departure; (i Ju n, Linc. I' ( EW) ; 211 May, !lock C11t 
( IJl'S) ; l4 May, Elscn's l li l l  (llu Page Co) (ES); 17 May, Ch:1111paign Co (EC) ; U 
May, M:1dison Co (Fi l ) .  Peak p:1ssagc coincided 111i lh  the 10 Ma\' SBC. Widely 
rqio l'lcd, 
Swa m p  Spa rrow 
EA: 20 Mar ( 2 ) ,  Mon trnse ll (G;IW ) ; 20 M:1r ( 2 ) ,  c. I\nm Co ( I JJ M ) .  MC: l )'i + .  
near St. Charles (K: 1nc Co l ,  2 May (Sllfl); l t lS ,  1;1�u1t I', 2 8  1\pr (Jll'S ) ;  8'i+,  
I roquois Co,  (J May (SDB) ;  44, I lum iston Wds, 2 May (DFS) : .JO, l'ulaski Co, 18  
1\pr (KM) .  LD: 28 May, JI' (Sl.C); 28 May, I.inc.I' (<;AW) ; 3 May, Carl.C (llMK); l3 
Apr, Galesburg (Kno'.\ Co) (D IM) . 

White-th roated Spa rrow 
EA: 21 M:1r Cl) ,  Pomona (HSH) ; 26 Mar, Hidden I. Fl' (Du Page Co) (MBC)
wintcred locallyi; J S  1\pr, JP  (PC).  MC: 1380, Grant P, I May (Dl'S)-record I t  
high count; 5 10 , JP, I May (PC) ; 77 (under [ceder) , Hockfd, :JO Apr (DTWJ ; 'i2, 
Ft Massac, 23 Apr (KM). J.D: l1J!!!!, 1 1'1' campus, Ch i (GAW); iJ.!!!!, Middle Fork 
Sl·\Vt\ (Vermilion Co) (SlJll); 23 May, Galeshurg (Kno'.\ Co) (DJM);  18 May (2) ,  
Carl.C (DMK) . 

Harris's Sparrow 
Three reports: EA: 6 May, JP (SLC) ;  I I May, Ilocl<lcl (DTW) . LD: 18- l l) May, 
Montrose H (MK, Cl l ,  *WM, JA, 111.ob. ) .  

Whi te-crowned Sparrow 
EA: 12 Apr ( J 2 ) ,  Carl.C (DM K) ;  23 Apr (.'I) ,  Boone Co (All, MAH) ; 2:1 Apr (2), 
Hask's Wetland (nc. Knox Co) (DJM) ; 27 Apr, Chinc1uapin Psv (MF) ;  28 Apr (4) , 
Mon trose H (GAW) ; 28 Apr (2) , JP (SLC, PC). MC: 2 1 7 ,  JP, IO May (SJ.C ct al . ) ;  
I88, Evanston, I O  May (EWJ ; 25 ,  Champaign Co, IO May (EC) ; I 2 ,  Carl.C, I 2  Apr 
(DMK) . LD: 7 Jun, JI' (KC) ; 21 May, Galeslrnrg ( Knux Co) (DJM) ; 18 May, Busey 
Wds (EC) ; Ill May, Carbondale (Jackson Co) (IlS!l, CAr, HM). Others (locally 
winteri ng'!) : 3 Apr, JP ( KC) ; 1 3  Apr ( 1 5 ) ,  airport at llockfd (D'IW) ; 13 Apr, 
Granville Township (Putnam Co) (UG).  

Dark-eyed Junco 
EA: 8 Mar (8) ,  Wheat<11i (Du Page Co) (ES) . MC: I80, (;rant P, 4 Apr (DI'S) ; 1 20,  
Grnndy Co, 22 Mar (DFS) ; I 00,  Crab Ck, 7 Apr (KM ) ;  20,  Carl.C, 6 Mar & 8 Mar 
(DMK) . LD: 1.1!!!!. llainbow !leach, Chi ('''DI'S) ;  8 May, M.Arb (MBC l ;  6 May, JP 
(SJ.C) ; I May, Knox College (DJ M ) ;  JC)  Apr (2) , Carl.C (DMK) ; 19 Apr, HJ. (l'H) .  
"Oregon Junco": 23-29 Mar, llock[d (D'JW) . "Cassiar Junco" (form cis111011-
lc11111s): 7+ ,  Evergreen I. (McLean Co) ,  1 3  Mar (ML!l); 2, Starved Rock SI' (I.a 
Salle Co), 13 Mar (MW) . 

Lapland Longspur 
EA: 22 Mar, Evanston. MC: !000, 1J .  of Towanda (Mel.can Co) ,  :\0 Mar (MLR) ; 
500, Mdean Co, 6 Apr (IC) ; I 2 5 , Johnson Co, 22 Feb (KM, DMK, Fil ) ;  1 00,  w. Lee 
Co, 1 9  Apr (DFS ) ;  80, Carl.C, 1 5  Mar (DMK). LD: I I  /\pr, McLean Co (KM),  
Almost no reports away from wintering grounds. 

Smith's Longs p u r  
EA: 2 Mar ( I S) , Decatur ('JllM)-othcr than a n  a1101rni lous record o[ l) a t  !lend 
L on 10 Feb 1 99 1 ,  this is the earliest JI. arrival. MC: I 20+, IL of Towanda ( McLean 
Co) , 3 Apr (MLRJ; 40, e. Lee Co, I9 Apr (DI'S) ; 1 5 ,  sc. Whiteside Co, I9 Apr 
(DI'S) ; 10, Victoria (Knox Co), 30 Mar (DJM) .  LD: 12 Apr ( I I ) ,  l'r.Hdg (MAI!) ; 
I l  Apr (4) , Mel.can Co (KM) ; I I  Apr (2 ) ,  s. J lenry Co (DJM). 

Snow Bunting 
W: 2 I Mar, Montrose I I  (Gil\V)-thc on ly report. 

Northern Cardinal 
MC: 7:), Lee Co, IS Mar (DI'S) ; 50, Carl.C, 12  Apr (DMK) ; 311 ,  Jackson Co, J O  May 
(HS!l, CAr, HM) ; 26, Ft M:L�sac, 2:\ Apr (KM).  

Rose-breasted G rosbeak 
EA: 22 Apr, Madison Co (Fl I) ;  25 Apr, Adams Co (AD); 28 Apr, llock[d (DT\V) ; 28 
Apr, Evanston (E\Vl ; 28 Apr, Montrose I I  ((;AW) . MC: 4l), llureau Co, J O  May 
(llfS) ; 32, JP, 10 May (Ill! ct al .) ;  28, M.Arb, 10 May (ES); 15 ,  Carl.C, :\ May 
(DMK) ; 14,  llumiston Wds, 2 May (DFS); 8, Decatur, 5 May (TAM) . LD: I Jun 
(female) , Linc.I' (l;A\V) ; 27 May, \Vol[ I . ,  I.Cal (CM, MP) ; 27  May, JP (SLC) . 
Others: 27 Mar (2) ,  Putnam Co-no details; the earliest spring migrant dates 
arc from far s. IL in mid-April. 

Blue Grosbeak 
EA: J8 Apr, Johnson Co (KM); 27 Apr (imm. male), JP (SLC); <) May, HJ. (Fl t ) .  
MC: :I, Jackson Co, 10 May ( llS!l, CJ\r, llM); 2 ,  Crall Or., I May (KM); 2 ,  East St. 
Louis (Madison Co) ,  22 May (KM, CL). LD: 28 May (2 males) ,  Knox College 
(DJM); I 9 May, M,Arh (ES) ; 1 7  May (female), Ewing P, llloomington (McLean Co) 
(Tlill) . Other: 1-2 Mar (imm. male), Palos area (Cill ,  1;Aw, m.ob. ) .  

Indigo B u nting 
EA: I5 Ap1; l lcron Pond (KM) ; I9 Apr, C:trl.C (DMK) ; I May, llnckfcl (DTW); 2 
May, Adams Co (AD) ;  4 May, Boone Co (All, MAR); 4 May, M.Arb (ES). MC: ill, 
Union Co, 10 May (SDll)-sccond highest II, spring count; 74, Jackson Cu, 
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10 Mm• ( HSH, C,\r, liM ) :  (>'i. Cal'l,C . 1 0 M:1v ( l)MI( ) ;  :)11 ( 1n. ,st l ikclv on tcrritorv), 
l'alos :·u·ca, 26 Mav ( EW) ;  .1· 1 ,  Chi, I'! Ma) · (  lll 'SJ; 12 (:11 f'wkrJ , 1iockfd, J 'i .via1 
(J>TW). LD: I J jun ffcrnale) , Linc.I' ((;1\\\') ;  J O  .Jun (2 ) ,  G1�u1t I' ( f)FS); 9 Jun 
( lllale) ,  Evan.ston ( J!WJ . 

PAINTED BlJ1'< I ' ll\< : 
EA: 2 I -25 May (2 n 1ales-acl. and fir.<l·)'Cal') , East S t .  Louis  (Madison Co) (llMK, 
KM, I'll ct al .)-at site of breeding in  1-eccnt ye:l l'!:. 

Dickcisscl 
EA: .liAur, Ad:tlllS Co-may hal'c wintered (species seen ill feeder on 211 .Jan) 
(All); 27 Apr, Johnson Co (KM ) ;  3 May ( 1 5 ) ,  St .  Clair Co (DMIO;  '! May (1mile), 
Evanston (J iW); 10  May, Cham11aign Co (EC) . MC: 77, Un ion Co, 24 Ma\' ( KM) ;  
48 , Union Co, I 0 May (SDB) ; 3 4 ,  Jifringltam Co, 9 May (MA I  I ) ;  3 0 ,  Cai'l.C, l 7- I8  
May (DMK) . No data on departu 1·cs or 011 counts greater than one oulside s. IL 

Bobol i n k  
EA: 26 Apr (6+) ,  Clear Creek J,cvee tioad (Union Co) CPJM);  I May (5) , Urbana 
(EC) ; 2 May (male) , IL o[ Little Swan I. (Warren Co) (LIJI) ;  6 May (male), JP 
(l'C). MC: 3.!ill, Jackson Co, 8 May (VK, VJ., llSll)-record IL high count; 60, 
Carl.C, IO May (DMKJ ; .'\0, Springbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co) ,  J O  May (JC) ; 
30, Champaign Co, 1 0  May (EC) ; 29 (migrating south), Linc.!', IL) May; I3 ,  
Livingston Co, 2 May (DFS). W: 1 1  Jun (male) , J P  (KC); 28 May (malc) , J I' (KC) ; 
I 7  May C\) ,  Carl .C (DMK) ; 12 May ( 'i ) ,  St. Clair Co (KM ) .  

Red-winged Blackbird 
EA: 7 Mar (2) ,  Boone Co (All, MAR); 8 Mar, Tekakwitlta Wds FP (Kane Co) (ES) ; 
8 Mar, Roy C. lllackwell FP (Du L'agc Co) (U<;), MC: 20,000, C:1rl.C, 1 5  Mar & 23 
Mar (DMK) ; 900+ (mostly males) , Evanston , 20 Apr (EW); 325, w. Fulton Co, 8 
Mar (LLH) ; 250+, L Clrackcn (Knox Co) (DJM). Unusually tardy spring arrivals i n  
n. IL, 

Eastern Meadowlark 
EA: 8 Mar (2), Bartel Grasslands (Cook Co) (EW) ; 12 Mar (male) , JP (l'C); 13 
Mar, Busey Wds (EC) ; 16 Mar (2) , Boone Co (ACl, MAil). MC: 58,  Lee Co, 19 Apr 
(DFS) ; 56, l'r.Rdg, 21 Mar (KM, CJ.); 5 1 ,  Livingston Co, 2 May (DFS) ; 50, Carl .C, 
12  Apr (DMK); 37, Ford Co, 5 Apr (DI'S) . LD: 8 Jun, Rai nbow !leach, Chi (DI'S) ; 
1 5  Apr, JP ( l'C) . 

Western Meadowlark 
EA: 15 Mar, Carl.C (DMK); Hi Mar, Monmouth sewage lagoons (Warren Co) 
(DJM) ;  30 Mar, De Kalb Co (DFS) . MC 6, Lee Co, 1 9  Apr (DFS) ; 6 (singing 
males) , De Kalli Co, I 0 May (DJS) ; 3,  airport al llockfd, 3 May (DTW); 3,  Du Page 
Co Airport, 1 6  May (KM ) .  Others: 6 May (111:1le), uw, of Momence (Kankakee Co) 
(SD!l) ; 14 May (male) , near Hoopeston (Vermilion Co) (SD!3 ) ,  

Yellow-headed B l ackbird 
EA: I2  Apr (ad, male) , Heyworth ( McLean Co) (DTW, TAM ) ;  15 Apr (male) , Lake 
forest (Lake Co) (ISg) ; 1 6  Apr, Eggers Wds, LCal (CM) ;  20 Apr (male), Evanston 
(EW) ; 26 Apr, Hennep i n L (DI'S, 111.ob.) ; 10 May, Bocllle Co (All, MAH).  MC: 12, 
Spring L (Carrol l Co), 4 May (DTW)-highest spring count since decline of the 
I.Cal colony through the 1990s; 6 (singing males), Boone Co, 28 May (AB, MAli) ; 
4, l'a11l Doug las FP (Cook Co), 20 May (DRD) ; 3 (males) , Eggers \Vds, LCal, 3 May 
(WM, CM) ; 3, Moraine Hills SP (Mcl lcn ry Co), 1 5  May (KM) . Traditional site at 
Hegcwisch Mmslt, LCal, overgrown after last fall's drought, and none seen there 
this spring. (WM ) .  

R usty B l ackbird 
EA: 19 Feb (81 ) ,  Decatur ('JllM); 8 Mar (2) ,  Bartel c;rnsslancls (Cook Co) (EW); 
14 Mar, HL (FH); 20 Mar ( 1 3 ) ,  Montrose H (GAW) ; 22 Mar ( 5 ) ,  e. Stephenson 
Co (DTWJ , MC: 125, UCCA, 23 Mar (KM ) ;  8 1 ,  Decatur, 19 Feb (TAM) ; 58, 
J lcnnepin L, 14 Mar (DFS) ; 32, Lockport Prairie (Will Co), 22 Mar (CAJ) , LD: .'\0 
Apr (2) , Linc.P ((;AWJ ; 26 Apr (26) , UCC/\ (KM, DMK, Fil) ; 23 Apr, L Storey (Knox 
Co) (DJM) . 

Brewer's Blackbird 
EA: 22 Mar ( 10), Carl.C (DMK) ;  22 Mar (:)) , c. Stephenson Co (DTW) ; 5 Apr, 
Iroquois Co (DI'S); 6 Apr (5) ,  Uoonc Co (All, MAil) . MC: 200, Carl.C, 30 Mar & 
6 Apr (DMK) ; 1 50, Marion Co, 3 1  Mar (KM) ; 8, HlSP, 23 May (AS); 2, Evergreen 
L ( McLean Co) , 1 5  Mar (MLH) . LD: (i Apr, I l l .  (Fii) . 

Common G rackle 
EA: 3 Mar, Urbana (EC) ; 8 Mar (2) ,  Whcatnn (Du Page Co) ( ES ) ;  8 Mar (male) , 
Bnshnell ( McDonough Co) (LI.I I) ; 12 Mar (male) ,  JI' (PC) ; 14 Mar, Woodridge 
(Du Page Co) (UG). MC: 80,000, Carl.C, 1 5  Mar (DMK)-sccond highest spring 
count on record; 10,000, nc. o[ Havana (Mason Co), 23 Mar {LLl l ) ;  2610, I.a 
Salle Co, I4 Mar (DI'S ) ;  .'l'iO+,  faanston, 16 Mar (EWJ , Few reports. 

G R EAT-TAI L E D  C RACKLE 
l.D: JO May (female), 2 miles e. of Savanna (Carroll Co) ("'.J ll :pb . ,  SB)-third 
accepted IL record (one report of a bird in the (;rcat-t:1i lccVBoaHailed Grncklc 
superspecics remains under IORC review) , :111cl the first accepted for spring. 
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Brown-headed Cowbird 
EA: 3 Mar (female), Galesburg (Knox Co) (DJM); 16 Mar (20) , Evanston (EW); 
27 Mar, Woodstock (McHenry Co) (DF); 2 Apr (46) , Boone Co (AB, MAR). MC: 
415 ,  l'ord Co, 5 Apr (DFS) ; 400, Carl.C, 23 Mar (DMK); 295, Hennepin L, 3 Apr 
(DFS) ; 1 13, JP, l Apr (PC) . 

Orchard Oriole 
EA: 17 Apr, Mennet L (KM) ; 26 Apr (2) , Giant Cily SP Qackson Co) (DJM) ;  28 
Apr (fi rst-year male) , McGinnis Slough, Palos area (WS); 3 May, Champaign Co 
(EC); 5 May, Rockfd (DTW) . MC: �, Union Co, 10 May (SDfl)-second high
est IL spring count; 24, sw. Un ion Co, IO May (VK, MTB); 4, Montrose H, 19  
May & 20 May (GAW) . LD: 2 Jun  (pair) , JP (KC). 

Baltimore Oriole 
EA: 1 7  Apr, Ft Massac (KM) ; 21 Apr (2), Carl.C (DMK); 25 Apr, Adams Co (AD); 
28 Apr, Montrose H (GAW) ; 1 May, Rockfd (DTW) ; J May, Boone Co (All, MAR). 
MC: 40, JP, 10 May (PC el aL) ; 34, Rosehill Cemetery (Cook Co), 13 May (DfS) ;  
31 ,  Pecatonica, 10 May (DTW) ;  15 ,  Carl.C, JO May (DMK) . LO: 6 Jun (2 in south
bound migration) ,  Linc.P (EW) ;  2 Jun (2) ,  llT campus, Chi (GAW); J .Jun (3) ,  
Rainbow !leach, Chi (DFS). 

Purple Finch 
EA: 20 Mar (female) , Montrose H (GAW, flJJ) ; 20 Mar, Spoon L (DJM)-the only 
report outside ne. IL. LD: 4 Jun (pair) , JP (KC)-record late date and the only 
report greater than one; 2 J  May (male), JP (KC); J4 May, M.Arb (MBC). A few 
other singles in Cook and Du Page Cos. In the years 1988-1992, several dates in 
June and later suggest potential summering birds rather than late migrants. 

House Finch 
EA: 23 Mar ( 18  migrating south ) ,  Evanston (EW) .  MC: 36, Evanston, J O  May 
(llW); 2 1 ,  Westchester (Cook Co), 20 Apr (DFS) ; J8, Evanston, 23 Mar (EW) ; JO, 
Carl .C, 19 Apr (DMK) . Numbers still low in s. I f .  after West Nile Virus in 2002 (KM). 

Pine Siskin 
EA: B Mar (2) ,  Evergreen L (Mclean Co) (MLR)-lhe only report! 

American Goldfinch 
EA: J O  Apr, Grant P (DFS) . MC: 144, LCal, 23 May (DFS) ; 1 3 1 ,  Springbrook 
Prairie Fl' (Du Page Co) , 10 May QC) ; 88, Bureau Co, 10 May (DFS) ; 47, Jacl<son 
Co, JS Apr (KM); 40, Carl.C, J9 Apr (DMK) . 

H o u se Sparrow 
MC: 390, Evanston, IO May (EW) , 200, Carl.C, 23 Mar (DMK); Weslcl1es1er (Cook 
Co) , 20 Apr (Dl'S); J20, Grundy Co, 22 Mar (DFS) . 

E u rasian Tree Spa rrow 
MC: 8, Meredosia I. (Morgan Co), 30 Apr (KM); 6, Monlgome1y Co, JO May (RJ);  
5 ,  sw. of Lincoln (Logan Co),  30 Apr (DFS) ; 5, Mark 1\vain NWR (Calhoun Co), 
27  May (DMK) ; 4, s. of L Bracken (Knox Co) , 20 Apr (DJM). 

EXOTICS 

Trumpeter Swan 
EA: 5 Jan-28 Feb (2 .. ad. & imm.) ,  Miller P, Bloomington (McLean Co) (MLR); 2 
Feb-JS  Mar, Wolf I., J,Cal (WM et al.) .. six-year-old male banded at Hicko1y 
Corners, Michigan (band #29!01 ) ,  fide CM (WM) . MC: 3, HI., 2-7 Mar (FD) .  LD: 
7 Apr (imm. ) ,  L Kakusha, Mendola (LaSalle Co) QEH); 2-7 Mar (3) , HL (FH). 
This species may eventually be readmilled lo the IL !isl as a viable, feral species, 
depending on the continued s11ccess of re-inlrod11ccd migratoty populations in  
slates north of  IL. Observers are enrnu raged to  continue reporting on I his species' 
status in IL. 

Great Tit 
Ap1'June (pair, at feeder) , Harvard (McHen1y Co) ("'DF:ph .) . 

ABOUT OUR ADS AND AD RATES . . . .  The Illinois Ornithological Society accepts pertinent ads for publishing 
in Meadowlark. The rates and rules are as follows: 

Required materials: Camera-ready copy and check 
payable to IOS should be sent to: Sheryl De Vore, 
967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, T L  60060. 

Rates P E R  ISSUE:  $ 1 5  one-eighth page or equivalent 
of one business size card; $30 one quarter page or 
equivalent of two business size cards; $60 half page. 

We reserve the right to accept or deny any ad, and to 
limit the space set aside for ads, which will be placed Due dates: No. I - Summer: February I ;  No.  2 - Fall: May 

I ;  No, 3 - Winter: August I ;  No. 4 - Spring: N ovember 1 at the back of the journal . 
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J N  DEX to Meadowlark, A J ournal of 1 1 l i no i s  B i rds, Vol ume 1 2  
Com pi  led by Rc11cc rlc1adc 

A l ber ico, C, C iyrfo l con in LaSal l e  
County, I 04- I 0 5  

Avocel, American, X 
13ai lcy, S. D., Deta i l s  on cl P i n c  Sisk in  

pair i n  J o  f)aviess County, 1 3 , 1 4, 1 5  
---. Lake Chauta u q ua and counting 

shorebirds, 54 

Bennett, F.,  Souly Tern :  
first I l l i no is  record, 8 8-89 

Bittern, American, 1 0 6  
Blackbi rd, B rewer's, 62,(13 ,M,94 

Reel-winged, 93 , 1 06, 1 23 , 1 24 , 1 30,  
1 35 .  1 36 

Rusty, 89,9 I ,  I 30 
Yel l ow-headed, 94, 1 06 

Bluebird, Eastern, 90,93 , 1 3 0, 1 3 5  
Bobwhite, Northern, 1 3 0 
Bobolink, 1 06 
Bufflehead, 90,93, 1 06, 1 30 
Bunting, Indigo, 94, 1 06, 1 3 5 ,  1 36, 1 3 7  

Lazuli, 5 9  
Painted, 59, 1 3 9 
S now, 1 06, 1 27, 1 30 

Canvasback, 90, 1 06, 1 2 8, 1 3 0 
Cardinal, Northern, 9, 1 0,20,84,93, 

1 23, 1 24, 1 2 5,  1 30, 1 3 5 ,  1 3 6 
Catbird, G ray, 90,94, 1 30,  1 3 5 ,  1 3 7  
Chat. Yellow-breasted, l 06 
Chi ckadee, Black-capped, 9, 1 0, 1 1 , 12 ,83 ,  

84,85,86,94, 1 23 , 1 24 , 1 25,  1 30 
Caro l i na, 9 1 , 1 28 . 1 3 0 

Christmas B i rd Count, see Johnson, D.B. 
Clyne, P.R., Field N otes: 

2003 spring m i gration, 143, 1 5 8 
Coot, American, 90,93,94, I 06, 1 3 0  
Cormorant, Double-crested, 90,92, 1 06, 

1 30, 1 3 6  
Greater, 1 06 
Neotropic, 5 7  

Cowb ird, Brown-headed, 93,  1 23 ,  
1 3 0, 1 35, 1 3 6 

Crane, Sandhi l l ,  2,3,4,5 ,94, 1 06, 1 3 7  
Whooping, 2,3,4,5 

Creeper, Brown, 84,90,93, 1 3 0 
Crow, American, 9, l 0, 1 1 , 1 2,84, 

93,94, 1 23,  1 24, 1 3 0, 1 3 5 ,  1 3 6  
Cuckoo, Yel l ow-billed, 1 3 7  
Curlew, Eskimo, 42,46 

Long-billed, 45,46 
Dann, D.R. ,  The Status of lhe Common 

Tern in I ll i nois: with com ments 
on recent conservation efforts 
at the Great Lakes Naval Train ing 
Center, Lake County, 6,7,8  

D ickcisscl, 65 
Dove, Eurasian Col lared-, 93,  1 3 7 

Mourning, 9, I 0,84, 1 23 ,  1 3 0, 1 3 5 ,  1 3 6  
Rock, sec Pigeon, Rock 
Ringed Turtle- , 1 3 7 
Whi le-winged, 5 8  

Dowitchcr, Long-bil led, 54,62,63 ,64 
Short-billed, 54,62 

Volume 1 2, N u mber 4 

D uck. A 111erica11 f3 1 ack,  84,'J0,92, I O!i, l 3 1 1  
8l ack-be l l ied Whis t l i ng-, )(, ,59 
H arleq u i n ,  57 
Long- lai lccl, 94 
Ri ng-necked, 9 1 ,  I 06, 1 30 
Ruddy, 92,93 , I 0(1, 1 3 0 
Tulled, 59 
Wood, 90, 1 30 

Dun l i n , 94 
Eagle, Bald, 54, 90,92, 1 2 7,  1 3 0 

Golden, 94 
F,gret, Cattle, 

G reat, 94, I 06 
Eider, K i ng, 57 
Falcon, Peregrine, 6,54,62,94 
Prairie, I 04 
Field Notes, 2002 Breeding Season, 22- 40; 

Fall 2002, 67-80; 
2002/2003 W i n ter, 1 07- 1 20 
Spring, 1 43- 1 5 8 .  

Fi nch, Cassin 's, 6 0  
H ouse, 9, 1 4,83 ,84, 1 2 3 ,  1 24, 1 3 0, 1 3 5  
Pmple, 93,94, 1 2 3 , 1 3 0  

Fl icker, Northern, 8 4 ,  1 23 ,  1 30,  1 3 5 
Flycatcher, Alder, 1 39 

Ash-throated, 5 8  
G reat C rested, 1 3 5  
Least, 1 06 
Scissor-ta i l ed, 1 3 7 
W i l l ow, 1 06 
Yel low-bellied, l 39 

Furnwegcr, K . ,  Whoopin g  Cranes over 
Illinois: on cou rse for recovery, 2,3,4,5 

Gadwa l l ,  92,93, 1 3 0 

Gall inule, Purple, 5 7  
Gnatcatcher, B l ue-Gray, 1 3 5  
Godwit, H udso n ian, 8,64 

Marbled, 8,43,45,62,65 
Goldeneye, Barrow's, 57 

Common, 84, 1 3 0 
Goldfinch. American, 9, l 0,20,83,84,85, 

1 2 3 , 1 30, 1 3 5,  1 3 6  
Goose, Canada, 83,93 , 1 06, 1 3 0, 1 3 5 , 1 3 6 

Greater White-fronted, 9 1 , 1 2 8,  1 29, 
1 30, 1 3 9  

Ross's,  9 1 ,94, 1 30 
Snow, 9 1 ,93, 1 2 9 , 1 3 0  

Goshawk, Northern, 92,94, 1 29, 1 30, 1 3 9  
G rackle, Common ,  8 3 ,84,93, 1 23 , 1 3 0, 

1 3 5,  1 3 6 
Great-tailed, 59,94, J 36,  1 3 9 

G rebe, Pied-bi lled, 90, I 06, 1 29,  1 3 0 
Horned, 1 3 9 

Grosbe<1k,  Blue, 1 3 7 
B lack-headed, 59,60 
Rose-breasted, 1 3 5 ,  1 3 7  

Gull ,  Cal i fornia, 5 8 ,  1 26 
G reat Bl ack-backed, 94 
Herring, 6 1 ,  1 3 0 
I vory, 60 
Laughing X Ring-bi l led, 59 
Laugh i ng, 1 26, 1 3  7 
Lesser B lack-backed, <J3 
Ring-bi l l ed, 93, 1 30, 1 3 6 
Thayer's, lJ0,93 , 1 2 8 , 1 29, 1 30 

Ciy 1·falcon,  57, I 04 
Ha1-ric1·, N o 1  them, 54,90,9 1 , 1 1 1(), 1 1 0 
H awk, Coopc1·'s, I l ,62,83,84,93, l 06, l 3 1 1  

Reel-shouldered, 9 l , 1 28,  1 3 0 
Red-tailed, 83 ,84, I 06, 1 3 0 
Rough-legged, 1 Oh, 1 3 0 
Sha1·p-shi nned, 1 1 ,83 ,84 
S wain son 's. 1 3 9  

H edeen, S E. a n d  D. L . Hedeen 
Winter b i rd porulat ion changes 
in a 36-year period i n  an 
urbaniz ing region,  82-85 

H eron, Black-crowned Night-, I 05, l 06 
Great B l ue, 83 ,90,92,93, l 06, 1 3 0 
Green, 1 06, 1 3 7 

Horn. D. J. el. al.  
The effect of temperature on 
abundance of food at feeders in 
northeastern I l l inois, 1 2 1 - 1 26 

H u mmingbird, Rufous, 5 8  
Ruby-throated, 1 3 5 ,  1 3 7 

I bi s, White-faced, 5 7  
Jaeger, Long-tailed, 57 

Parasitic, 57,60 
Jay, Blue, 9, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 2, 84,94, 1 23 ,  

1 24, 1 3 0, 1 3 5 , 1 36 
Stellar's, 60 

.Johnson, D.B. . ,  B i rd Finding Guide: 
Sod field farms for the "grasspiping" 

b i rder in I l linois and nearby 
regions, 62-66 

--. The 2002/2003 1 l l i nois Christmas 
B i rd Count, 93 - 1 03 

Junco, Dark-eyed, 5 9 , 84,93, 1 23 , 1 24, 1 3 0  
Kassebaum, D., 

The status of the Whirnbrel i n  the 
middlewestern prai rie reg ion, 46-50 

Kestre l ,  American, 62,65 ,84, 1 3 0 
K i l ldeer, 62,63,64,65,66, 

89,92,93 ,94, 1 3 0, 1 3 5  
Kingbird, Eastern, 1 06, 1 3 5 
Kingfisher, Bel ted, 84,89,93, 1 3 0 
Ki nglet, Golden-crowned, 84,90,93, 

1 28,  1 3 0 
Ruby-crowned, 9 1 ,92,93, 1 30, 1 3 9 

Kite, Swallow-tailed, 57 
Mississ ippi,  1 3 7  

Kittiwake, B l ack-legged, 94 
Kleen, V. M. ,  Field N otes: The 2002 

Breeding Season Report, 22-40 
- -. The 2003 I l l inois Slalewide 

Spring B ird Count, 1 3 3- 1 42 .  
Lark, Horned, 62,63 ,64,65 ,66, 83,84, 1 3 0  
Longspur, Lapland, 63 ,64, 1 27, 1 3 0 
Loon, Pacific, 57,94 

Common, 1 3 0 
Mal lard, 84,93, 1 06, 1 30, 1 3 5 
McKay, K. J., A Chri stmas B i rd 

Count marathon: part I ,  89-92 
-----. A Christmas B i rd Count 

marathon:  part 2, 1 2 7- 1 3 1  
· ---. Field N otcs:2002/2003 Winter 

Season, 1 07- 1 20 
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Meadowlark, Eastern, 9 1 ,  1 06, 1 28, 1 30, 
1 35,  1 3 7  

Western, 62,63,64,65,66 

Merganser, Common, 1 30 
Hooded, 89,93, 1 30 
Red-breasted, 90,92,93, 1 30 

Merlin, 94 

Mockingbird, Northern, 65,9 1 ,92,93, 
1 28, 1 30 

Moorhen, Common, 1 06 

Moskoff, W., Population declines in the 
2002 Chicago area Christmas 
Bird Count: is West Nile Virus 
implicated?, 9- 1 2  

Nuthatch, Red-breasted, 93,94, 1 23 
White-breasted, 9 , 1 0,83 ,84, 1 23 ,  

1 30, I 3 5  

Oriole, Baltimore, 1 3 5  

Owl, Barn, 5 8 ,94 
Barred, 93, 1 3 0  
Burrowing, 58, 1 32 ,  1 33 
Eastern-Screech, 1 30 
Long-eared, 90, 1 27, 1 29, I 30, 1 3 7  
Northern Saw-whet, 86,94, 1 29, 1 30 
Short-eared, I 06, 1 29, 1 39 
Snowy, 1 04 

Parakeet, Carolina, 5 8  
Monk, 1 27, 1 3 0  

Partridge, Gray, 1 39 

Pelican, American White, 1 37 

Pewee, Eastern Wood-, 1 06, 1 3 5  

Phalarope, Red, 5 9  
Wilson's, 62,65 

Pheasant, Ring-necked, 8 3 , 84,93,94, 1 30 

Phoebe, Black, 60 
Eastern, J 4,94, 1 06, 1 2 8, 1 30, 1 3 5  
Say's, 5 8  

Pigeon, Rock, 9, 1 30, 1 35 

Pintai l ,  Northern, 90, 1 3 0  

Pipit, American, 62,63 , 9 1 ,94, 1 30 
Sprague 's, 58 

Plover, American Golden-, 45 ,50,62,63, 
64,65,66 

Black-bellied, 43,62,63,64 
Mountain, 45 
Piping, 8,42,5 1 ,52,53,54 
Semipalmated, 62,63 

Prairie-Chicken, Greater, 94 

Prichard, P. Introducing children 
to birding, 1 6- 1 9  

Redstart, American, 1 3 7  

Rail, Black, 5 7  
Virginia, 94, 1 06 

Redhead, 90, 1 30 
Robin, American, 1 4,84, 9 1 , I 06, 1 30,  

1 3 5,  1 36 

Ruff, 57 

Russell, R. ,  An initial estimate of 
Illinois shorebird numbers and 
implications for management, 42- 45 

Sanderling, 45 

Sandpiper, Baird's, 62,65,66, 1 3 9  
Buff-breasted, 43,62,63,64,65,66 
Curlew, 8 
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Least, 43,54,62,63 ,64,94 
Pectoral,  43,45,54,62,63,64,66 
Purple, 57 
Semipalmated, 54,62,63 
Solitary, 43,54,62,63, 1 29, 1 30 

Stilt, 64 
Upland, 62,63,64,65,66 
Western, 64 
White-rumped, 62 

Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied, 1 28, 1 30 

Scaup, Lesser, 90, 1 3 0  

Seater, B lack, 94 
Surf, 94 
White-winged, 94 

Secker, E. ,  and E. Walters, Two pairs 
and a nest: Yel low-throated Warblers 
in northeastern I l l inois, 1 9- 20 

Secker, Eric, Illinois' fi rst 
Hermit Warbler, 85-87 

Shoveler, N orthern, 90, I 06, 1 30, 

Shrike, Loggerhead, 93,94, 1 27 , 1 30 
Northern, 94, 1 06, 1 27 , 1 29 , 1 3 0  

Siskin, Pine, 1 3 , 1 4 ,  1 5 , 94 

Smew, 59 

Smith, J. 0., Burrowing Owl in 
Champaign County, 1 32 - 1 33 

Snipe, Wilson's, 62,63 , 1 27, 1 3 0  

Sol itaire, Townsend's, 5 8  
Sora, 1 06 

Sparrow, American Tree, 84,93,  1 06, 1 3 0  
Black-throated, 58  
Chipping, 1 4,94 
Eurasian Tree, 92, 1 27, 1 30 
Field, 90,9 1 , 1 28, 1 30 
Fox, 90,9 1 ,93, I 30 
Golden-crowned, 59 
Grasshopper, 65, 1 06 
Harris 's, 93,94, 1 27, 1 3 0  
Henslow's, 1 06, 1 3 7  
House, 9 , l 4,84,93 , 1 23 , 1 24, 

1 30, 1 35, 1 36 
Le Conte's, 93,94 
Lincoln's, 9 1 , 1 37 
Nelson's Sharp-tailed, 1 06 
Savannah, 65,9 1 , 1 06 
Song, 84,93, 1 27, 1 30 
Swamp, 84,93 , 1 27, 1 30 
Vesper, 65 , 9 1 ,94, 1 30 

White-crowned, 90,9 1 ,93, 1 27, 1 30 
White-throated, 83,84,90, 9 1 ,93, 1 23 ,  

1 27, 1 29, 1 30, 1 36 

Starling, E mopean, 9,62,63 ,66,84,93, l 23, 
1 24, 1 30, 1 35, 1 35  

Stec, S . ,  B i rd Finding Guiue :  Paul Douglas 
Forest Preserve, 1 0 5 - 1 06 

Silt, Black-necked, 1 37 
Stork, Wood, 57 

Stotz, D. F., and D. B. Johnson, 
The ninth report of the Illinois 
Ornithological Records 
Committee, 55-6 1 

Stotz, D. F., Field Notes: 
Fal l 2002 Field Notes, 67-80 

Swallow, Barn, 66,93,94, 1 36 
Cliff, 66 
Tree, 1 3 6  

Swan, Trumpeter, 56,90, 1 27, I 3 0  
Tundra, 90, I 30 

Tanager, Scarlet, 1 37 
Summer, 1 3 7  
Western, 58  

Teal, Bl ue-winged, 1 06 
Cinnamon, 56 
Green-winged, 90, 1 06, 1 30 

Tern, Artic,8 
Common, 6,7,8 
Caspian, 63 
Forster's, 8 
Sooty, 58 ,88  

Thrasher, Brown, 9 1 , 1 2 8 , 1 30, 1 35 

Thrush, Hermit, 92,93, 1 2 7, 1 28, 1 29, 1 3 0  
Wood, 1 06, 1 35 

Titmouse, Tufted, 93, l 23,  I 30 

Towhee, Eastern, 9 1 , 12 8 , 1 3 0  

Turkey, Wild, 93, 1 30, 1 37 
Turnstone, Ruddy, 63 

Vireo, Bel l 's, 1 3  7 
Blue-headed, 1 37 
Red-eyed, 1 3 5  
Yellow-throated, 1 3 7  
Warbling, 1 35 

Vulture, Turkey, 1 36 
Black, 1 37 

Wagtail, Yellow, 60 

Walters, E. Two Mourning Warbler 
pairs breed at Illinois Beach State 
Park, Lake County, 2 1  

Warbler, Chestnut-sided, 1 37 
Connecticut, 1 3 9  
Golden-winged, 1 37 
Hermit, 58,86,87,94 
H ermit x Townsend's, 86,87 
Kirtland's, 58  
Magnolia, 1 37 
Mourning, 2 1  
Nashville, 94 
Palm, 94 
Pine, 85,94 
Townsend's, 86,87 
Townsend's x Hermit, 87 
Virginia's,  60 
Yellow-rumped, 9 1 ,92, 1 28, 1 30 
Yellow-throated, 1 9,20 

Waxwing, Cedar, 84,85,90, 1 06, 
1 27 , 1 30 

Whimbrel, 46,47,48,49,50,62,65 

Wigeon, American, I 06, 1 3 0  
Eurasian,56 

Willet, 49 

Williamson, C., Piping Plover 
recovery in the Great Lakes: 2003 
nesting season on track to match 
big brood success of 2002, 5 1 -54 

Woodcock, American, 94 

Woodpecker, Downy, 9, 1 0,84, 1 22, 1 2 3 ,  
125, 1 3 0  

Hairy, 84, 1 3 0  
Lewis ' ,  60 
Pileated, 94, 1 2 8 ,  1 30 
Red-bellied, 83,84,93, I 23, 1 3 0  
Red-headed, 9 1 ,93, 1 28, 1 30 
Three-toed, 60 

Wren, Bewick's, 5 8  
Carol ina, 9 1 ,93 , 1 27, 1 28, 1 2 9, 1 30 
House, 90,94, 1 30 
Marsh, 94 
Rock, 58 
Sedge, 1 06 
Winter, 90,93 , 1 27, 1 28 , 1 29, l 30 

Yellow legs, Greater, 43,54,62,94 
Lesser, 43,54,62, l 06 

Yel lowthroat, Common, 94, 1 36, 1 3  7 

Meadowlark 
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Red-bellied Woodpecker feeds on cracked corn in Illinois. 

See inside for an artide on bird seed preferences. 
Photo by Mwy Kay Rubey. 


